The University of Connecticut - Master of Professional Studies in Homeland Security Leadership (MPS HSL)
                        

The nexus for this program came from the Federal Department of Homeland Security (DHS), through its Office of Domestic Preparedness (ODP). In an effort to foster higher-level critical thinking skills for DHS leaders struggling with complex homeland security challenges, the ODP gave the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) programmatic responsibility to develop and deliver an accredited Master’s Degree curriculum focused on Homeland Security issues.

NPS subsequently developed a highly regarded cohort-based graduate program, utilizing a distance-learning format supported by several residential immersion sessions. Based on the Center for Continuing Studies’ Homeland Security Education Center project and its prior Leadership Development track record with U.S. Customs and Border Protection, NPS signed an articulation agreement with UConn in November 2004, allowing UConn faculty access to the NPS’s course materials and Homeland Security Digital Library. 

The curriculum is structured around the key policy and organizational design issues that future Homeland Security leaders are likely to confront, and the analytic skills they will need to meet those challenges. Each course in the curriculum requires students to master the core issues, principles, and problem-solving approaches for the topic in question and apply those fundamentals to the specific challenges confronting their own jurisdictions or sponsoring organizations. The courses are sequenced and integrated to strengthen the overall cohesion of the curriculum, and enhance its effectiveness as professional, graduate-level education. While UCONN and NPS continue to share some faculty who teach in both programs, the UCONN program is a standalone program with some uniquely developed elective courses (e.g., Risk Management) designed in part to address the intersection of the private and public sector collaboration so critical to realizing the HS mission.
The program is offered to cohorts of 15-20 students in a blended learning environment and is supported by four (4) one week residential immersion sessions over the course of the two- year program.  Students are admitted one time a year in the fall only, and must follow a prescribed course of study.  This degree prepares graduates for a variety of Homeland Security Leadership roles in both the public and private sectors, including law enforcement, corporate security, intelligence, fire service, transportation security, and border security. 

MPS in Homeland Security Leadership - Curriculum
Core MPS Courses (9 credits):

Organizational Behavior 

Program Evaluation

Quantitative Analysis

Core Homeland Security Courses (15 credits):

Introduction to Homeland Security           

Terrorism and Homeland Security  

Critical Infrastructure Protection in Homeland Security 

Intelligence for Homeland Security: Organizational & Policy Challenges    

Contemporary Issues in Homeland Security 

Electives (2 are required, 3 credits each - 6 credits):

Advanced Topics in Homeland Security

Complex Humanitarian Emergencies 
Global Enterprise Risk Management

Issues in Humanitarian Studies 

Managing Organizational Change

Project Management

Strategic Management of Human Resources

MPS Capstone Project (6 credits):
Towards the end of the MPS program, students will select, with faculty approval, a topic for a major project that demonstrates the student’s ability to define, analyze, evaluate, and recommend actions or solutions to deal with a major issue, problem, or opportunity within the field of study.

Total credits required for graduation:  36

All students admitted to the UConn’s Center for Continuing Studies’ graduate program will receive a Master of Professional Studies (MPS) degree upon successful completion of their coursework and Capstone Project. The Field of Study will be indicated on their diploma, and awarded by the University of Connecticut’s Whetten Graduate Center.

The University of Connecticut is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges.

For additional information:

Contact: Donna Lee Campbell

University of Connecticut 

Center for Continuing Studies

One Bishop Circle, Unit 4056

Storrs, Connecticut  06269

Ph: (860) 486-0184

Fax: (860) 486-0945

Email: donna.campbell@uconn.edu
Additional Information and how to apply: 

http://continuingstudies.uconn.edu/mps/academicinfo.html
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
