San Diego State University – Master of Science in Homeland Security 

San Diego State University is offering a Master of Science in Homeland Security (HSEC).  The program offers interdisciplinary graduate study leading to the Master of Science degree in homeland security.  The HSEC Program offers a vibrant and challenging educational environment where scholarly, educational and research endeavors are applied to real world challenges generated by man-made and natural critical incidents on the local, national, and global levels. Program strengths are in disaster assistance and humanitarian response, data fusion, visualization, collaboration, GIS, critical infrastructure, information decision systems, public health, violence and religion, totalitarian and democratic rhetoric, irregular warfare (including terrorism and counterterrorism), transnational crime, border security, and comparative homeland security.   
 
The active participation of graduate students and faculty with community partners is a primary focus of the HSEC Program. Therefore, the program has established a number of collaborative relationships with public, private, and non-profit sector partners on the international, federal, state, and local levels in partnership with our research arm, the SDSU Visualization Lab. These relationships are evident in both the classroom and through the HSEC Program’s global and domestic research initiatives and they allow the homeland security graduate student to engage in a number of service-learning opportunities that make a real-world difference to the safety and security of people and communities around the world.
 
The HSEC Program provides an intellectually and professionally vibrant educational environment that welcomes students from all backgrounds with a strong desire to engage in interdisciplinary study, critical thinking, and research. The graduate students have a strong sense of community and public service. Indeed, they founded a vibrant student organization, Scholars of Homeland Security in 2008, which is the founding chapter of a nationwide student organization Scholars of Homeland Security and Homeland Defense.  The program is also closely associated with the Visualization Center (Viz Center, http://vizcenter.net) that focuses on natural disasters and global response with massive geospatial responses such as with Banda Aceh, Katrina, Haiti, Japan, and Indonesia.
 
The HSEC Program also emphasizes international and comparative approaches to the concept of homeland security.  Thus short (12-16 days) or long-term study abroad is required of all students in the homeland security program.  A variety of options for study abroad that keep in mind the time and financial constraints of both full and part-time and working and non-working students is available. Of particular note is the fact that SDSU is a fifteen-minute drive from the busiest border crossing in the world and that the HSEC Program is involved in a number of homeland security-related educational and research initiatives with partners in Mexico.  Other programs based in India, Poland, The Netherlands, Indonesia, and other countries truly gives the HSEC Program a global reach and makes study abroad in one’s area of interest a practical reality.  
SDSU HSEC Program alumni are found in the public, private, and non-profit sectors in diverse career fields such as humanitarian assistance, the military, public health, public safety, science and technology, intelligence, emergency management and response, higher education, information decision systems, project management, journalism, public administration, education, research, and politics. Many continue to be an active part of the HSEC Program after graduation, providing networking and job opportunities for current students and fellow alumni.
 
Students must complete 30 units of coursework in an officially approved course of study as outlined in the five sections below. Students must earn a minimum grade point average of B (3.0) in the master's program and no less than a C in each course. Students may meet the culminating experience requirement through Plan A by completing H SEC 799A or through Plan B by completing H SEC 790 and successfully passing a comprehensive examination. 
 
Master of Science Degree in Homeland Security Curriculum: 
 
1. Core Courses (12 units) 
         H SEC 601 - Seminar in Homeland Security (3) 
         H SEC 602 - Seminar in Science, Technology, and Homeland Security (3) 
         H SEC 603 - Seminar in Emergency Preparedness and Response (3) 
         H SEC 604 - Seminar in Law, Society, and Homeland Security (3) 
 
2. Electives: Twelve units (six units from homeland security and six units from other departments or programs).  Most students choose classes in departments and programs such as: Information and Decision Systems, Criminal Justice, Geography, Geology (Natural Disasters), Computer Science, Hospitality and Tourism Management, Public Administration, or Business.
 
3. Study Abroad (3 units). All homeland security graduate students are required to complete a homeland security-related study abroad experience. To meet this requirement, students must complete one of the following with the preapproved and written consent of the program adviser:
1.  H SEC 650 - Homeland Security Study Abroad (3 or 6); 
2.  H SEC 652 - Border Security: The Case of Mexico (3); 
3.  A CSU Study Abroad Program; 
4.  An SDSU Exchange Program; 
5.  An SDSU Semester Abroad Program; 
6.  An SDSU Travel Study Program; 
7.  A homeland security practicum, special topics, special study, or research conducted abroad. 
 
See the program adviser to make arrangements to meet the study abroad requirement.
 
4. Plan A or Plan B (3 units). Students who complete Plan A, thesis or project option must include H SEC 799A in their program of study. Students who complete Plan B, non-thesis option must include H SEC 790 in their program of study and pass a comprehensive examination.
 
San Diego State University is accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and Universities of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).
 
For more information:
 


Contact: Dr. Eric Frost, Co-Director and Associate Professor 
Email: frost@sciences.sdsu.edu 

Or 

Dr. Jeff McIllwain, Co-Director and Associate Professor 
Email: copdoctor@hotmail.com 
Homeland Security Program
San Diego State University 
HSEC Program Office: Industrial Technology 94 
San Diego, CA 92182-4041 
Office: 619-594-4041 or 619-594-5960 
Email: homelandsecurity@sciences.sdsu.edu  
 
Additional Information: http://homelandsecurity.sdsu.edu/ 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

