Pennsylvania State University – intercollege Master of Professional Studies in Homeland Security (iMPS-HLS)
Penn State offers an intercollege Master of Professional Studies in Homeland Security (iMPS-HLS) degree program that is delivered exclusively delivered online via World Campus. No residential components are required. It is open to all students from across the world.
The program is designed to prepare professionals and develop leaders for the field of homeland security by providing exceptional graduate education that includes an integrated curriculum, expert faculty, and student interaction. The curriculum is comprised of courses from several Penn State colleges and delivered via distance education through the Penn State World Campus to accommodate the needs and careers of professionals who are already active in homeland security and related fields of civil security, or those interested in transitioning into the field.  
The program provides select graduate students with an integrated, cross-disciplinary curriculum that is focused on a set of unified educational goals to help them understand and manage the complexities of homeland security in a global environment. 
Within the degree program and in addition to its common core curriculum, students complete a unifying core curriculum (3 courses = 9 credits), and then go on to choose:

· the Base Program that provides general education on homeland security within a comprehensive and all-hazards approach, or one of the following four options: 
· Public Health Preparedness Option 
· Geospatial Intelligence Option 
· Information Security and Forensics Option 
· Agricultural Biosecurity and Food Defense Option 
The participating academic units for this collaborative program are: Penn State Harrisburg; the College of Medicine (in collaboration with the Milton S. Hershey Medical Center); the College of the Liberal Arts; the College of Earth and Mineral Sciences; the College of Information Sciences and Technology; and the College of Agricultural Sciences.
intercollege Master of Professional Studies in Homeland Security (iMPS-HLS) curriculum: 

Core Courses (12 credits) 

· HLS 801: Homeland Security Administration: Policies and Programs (3 credits) – Foundation for understanding homeland security history, the development of homeland security policies and organizations, and current management approaches.

· HLS 803: Homeland Security: Social and Ethical Issues (3 credits) – This course examines the social, political, legal, and ethical issues that arise in the context of homeland security. 

· HLS 805: Violence, Threats, Terror, and Insurgency (3 credits) – Provides an overview of the domestic and global issues related to homeland security.

Prescribed Courses (18 credits) 

These vary whether a student chooses the Base Program of specializes in on of the Options. 
Base Program prescribed courses include:
· Foundations of Homeland Security (3 credits)

· Homeland Security and Defense in Practice (3 credits)

· Collaboration and Integration: Multifaceted Approaches to Homeland Security (3 credits)

· Strategic Planning and Organizational Imperatives in Homeland Security and Defense (3 credits)
Public Health Preparedness Option prescribed courses include:

· Agricultural Biosecurity: Protecting a Key Infrastructure (3 credits)

· Food Defense: Prevention Planning For Food Processors (3 credits)

· Veterinary Infectious Disease Diagnostic and Surveillance Systems (3 credits)

· Plant Protection: Responding to Introductions of Threatening Pest and Pathogens (3 credits)
Geospatial Intelligence Option prescribed courses include:

· Geographic Foundations of Geospatial Intelligence (3 credits)

· Remote Sensing for the Geospatial Intelligence Professional (3 credits)

· Geographic Information Systems for the Geospatial Intelligence Professional (3 credits)

· Advanced Analytic Methods for Geospatial Intelligence (3 credits)
Information Security and Forensics Option prescribed courses include:

· Web Security and Privacy (3 credits)

· Computer and Cyber Forensics (3 credits)

· Information Security and Assurance (3 credits)

· Network Management and Security (3 credits)
Agricultural Biosecurity and Food Defense Option prescribed courses include:

· Public Health Preparedness for Disaster and Bioterrorism Emergencies I (3 credits)

· Public Health Preparedness for Disaster and Bioterrorism Emergencies II (3 credits)

· Public Health Evaluation of Disasters and Bioterrorism (3 credits)

· Critical Infrastructure Protection of Health Care Delivery Systems (3 credits)
Electives (9 credits)

Students choose 9 credits (3 courses) from an approved elective list in consultation with their academic advisor. 
Capstone Experience (3 credits)

Students complete a capstone course on a research topic. 

The Pennsylvania State University is accredited by the Commission on Higher Education of the Middle States Association of College and Schools.  

For more information:

Contact: Alexander Siedschlag, Ph.D 
Professor of Homeland Security

Chair of the iMPS-HLS program 

The Pennsylvania State University -- Penn State Harrisburg
School of Public Affairs 
160W Olmsted Building 
777 West Harrisburg Pike 
Middletown, PA 17057
E-mail siedschlag@psu.edu 

Phone (717) 948-4326 (Program Office: 6322)
Fax (717) 948-6484  

Penn State World Campus website (including course listings):  http://www.worldcampus.psu.edu/degrees-and-certificates/homeland-security/overview 
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