Savannah State University – Bachelor of Arts Degree in Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
The Savannah State University (SSU) Department of Political Science and Public Affairs offers a Bachelor of Arts degree in Homeland Security and Emergency Management (HSEM) designed to prepare a new generation of leaders to leverage capabilities and resources to improve outcomes in disasters – whether natural or human-caused. Students gain knowledge specific to different types and causes of disaster, lessons from past disasters, and practices that lead to effective prevention, protection, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  The program prepares students to move into public and private sector positions in this growing field.

The 125-hour program includes instruction in policy as well as planning and operational components of emergency management and homeland security, including the opportunity to gain practical experience through a required internship. The curriculum provides policy foundations and advances students through core competencies in all-hazard risk and vulnerability assessment; planning; terrorism; HSEM policy; communication and leadership; planning for diverse populations; and other areas. HSEM students are required to complete two years (four semesters) of foreign language. 

The SSU HSEM program is the only bachelor’s degree program in homeland security and/or emergency management in the state of Georgia and the first in the nation at a historically black college/university. Students must earn 125 hours to graduate, with 36 semester hours in major required courses and no requirement for a subject area minor. A 15-hour minor in HSEM also is available for students majoring in other disciplines, and a 15-hour certificate in Homeland Security and Emergency Management also is offered and can be completed via in-person or online courses. See the SSU Undergraduate Catalog or web site for details.

Students who major in Homeland Security and Emergency Management are prepared to:

Secure entry-level jobs in the expanding area of homeland security and emergency management;

Build on a solid foundation of knowledge and skills to assume leadership roles in emergency management, homeland security, and/or public policy; Participate in employer-directed training for specific roles and career advancement; and Pursue graduate study in government, business, public policy, international affairs, law enforcement, policy planning, or law.  

HSEM Curriculum:

Major in Homeland Security and Emergency Management (125 hours)

Core Curriculum                                                                              47 hours
(Areas A, B, C, D, E, and Additional Requirements)

Area F, Courses appropriate to the major                                     18 hours

HSEM 1101    Introduction to HSEM                                   3 hours

GEOG 1101    Introduction to Human Geography or
ANTH 1101    Introduction to Anthropology                        3 hours

HIST 2111      U.S. History to Post-Civil War or 

HIST 2112      U.S. History Post-Civil War to Present          3 hours

SOCI 2101      Social Statistics                                               3 hours

Foreign Language                                                                   6 hours

            

Major required courses                                                                    36 hours

HSEM 3110    Politics and Policy of HSEM

HSEM 3120    Law and Ethics in HSEM

HSEM 3130    Emergency Planning, Mitigation & Incident Management

HSEM 3140    Social Diversity Issues in HSEM

HSEM 3250    Risk and Vulnerability Assessment

HSEM 3260    Terrorism in the Modern World

HSEM 3840    Effective HSEM Communication and Leadership

HSEM 3822    Tools for Decision Making in HSEM

HSEM 3901    Internship

HSEM 4901    Senior Capstone Seminar

Foreign language         (6 hours in addition to those in Area F)

HSEM electives (choose three)                                                          9 hours

HSEM 3122    International Humanitarian Law

HSEM 3360    The Intelligence Community and the Intelligence Process

HSEM 3400    Public Health Issues in HSEM

HSEM/MSCI 3702 Introduction to Geographic Information Systems

HSEM 4000    Independent Study

HSEM 4601    Topics in Homeland Security and Emergency Management

General electives (choose five)                                                          15 hours

                                                                                                            

Savannah State University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).

For more information:

Contact: Emily Bentley, J.D.

Coordinator, Homeland Security and Emergency Management Program

Department of Political Science and Public Affairs 

Savannah State University 

3219 College Street, Box 20385

Savannah, GA 31404

Phone: (912) 358-3207

Email:  bentleye@savannahstate.edu 

Additional Information:

http://www.savannahstate.edu/class/departments-poli-sci-programs-homeland.shtml
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