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  Program News for the week ending September 7, 2018 

Higher Education Program Updates  
As National Preparedness Month is now upon us, I am reflecting back to some of the first discussions I 
engaged in about emergency and disaster preparedness. My first official disaster planning was for Y2K. I 
worked at a large state facility in California that serves as a residence for people with different abilities.  We 
were very concerned about the impact of Y2K on our infrastructure, medical records and pharmacy 
operations, so we met regularly for nearly a year to develop mitigation plans. Our management team spent 
the night working together on December 31, 1999 to ensure that all was well for our community.  While we 
did not have any significant interruptions, the lesson learned was that by working together and getting to 
know each other, we were ready.  I am sure many of you have heard the comment that we do not want to 
share business cards in disaster response. We want to meet and prepare prior.  To this end, I would like to 
forgo the rest of my message to the team for the Mid-Atlantic Center for Emergency Management in 
Frederick, Maryland, so you can get to know them a little better.  If you are interested in sharing a little bit 
of your story, please send us your write up to share with the community! 
 
We are called the Mid-Atlantic Center for Emergency Management (MACEM).  Located at Frederick 
Community College (FCC), we provide a variety of programs, resources, and services to assist students, 
organizations, and the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Higher Education Community. 
Please check out our website to learn more about our academic programs, professional services and 
independent study course conversion.  We are engaged in many efforts to serve and develop the emergency 
management profession. 
 
We would like to highlight one aspect of our multidisciplinary team effort to develop course pathways for 
students in the emergency management associate degree, certificate, and letters of recognition programs.  
During the past four years, we revised and maintained three Career and Technology Education Pathways for 
the Homeland Security/Emergency Preparedness (HSEP) curriculum of the Maryland State Department of 
Education.   
 
Each July, our MACEM team conducts an annual, weeklong Summer Institute for the Maryland high school 
teachers of HSEP subjects.  Participants examine the unique opportunities and challenges of HSEP 
educators.  Anchored in current law, policy, and doctrine, the teachers acquire new discipline-related 
information and teaching strategies.  
 
This year for National Preparedness Month, the MACEM will submit five weekly announcements that are 
inserted in the FCC Communication Central for all FCC employees to see and learn from.  We have 
instructors working with students to support a preparedness event for students by students during this month 
and our director, Kathy Francis, will be delivering an address to our Career and Technology instructors 
highlighting the importance of preparedness month and actions we can take.   
 

mailto:wendy.walsh@fema.dhs.gov
http://www.macem.org/Home.aspx
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Our director is the lead of the Collaboration, Connection, and Commitment to Two-Year Emergency 
Management Academic Programs Special Interest Group (SIG) for the FEMA Higher Education Program.  
Our mission is to participate in outreach activities, provide education, training, and development in all 
phases of emergency management, and engage in professional services to engender effective preparedness 
solutions to real-world challenges.  We look toward continued opportunities to build relationships and work 
together! 
 
Higher Education Program Webinars - The Higher Education Program regularly hosts webinars for the 
emergency management higher education academic community. If you have a pertinent topic or idea, contact 
Wendy Walsh.  
 
Higher Education Program webinar “Developing Culture(s) of Preparedness: The Important Role 
of Culture in FEMA’s Strategic Plan (2018-2022),” September 20, 2:00 – 3:30 PM, ET.  The webinar 
invites disaster scholars and practitioner experts in disaster management to participate in a presentation of 
that FEMA Higher Ed workshop and report. We will discuss the meaning and implications of FEMA’s 
new strategic priority: to build a “culture of preparedness.” Specifically, we will present findings about the 
relevance of local community variations in the landscape of risk, the cultural practices and values that 
empower people to make sustainable preparedness choices, and the reasons past efforts to build a culture 
of preparedness have not met with desired levels of success.  
Registration link: https://fema.connectsolutions.com/culture-preparedness/event/event_info.html  
Conference Call-In: 1-800-320-4330, PIN: 376368# 
 
The EM Higher Education Community Conference Call is Friday, September 21, 2018, from 2:00-3:00 
PM ET, 800-320-4330, PIN: 376368. Please join us. Learn from the emergency management academic 
community what is new and exciting in their world. Find out about ongoing projects and discuss higher 
education community needs that the Higher Education Program can address. Contact Wendy Walsh with 
your discussion topics.  
 
The 21st Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium will be held June 3-6, 2019, at 
FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute at the National Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg, MD. 
In the coming months, we will post additional information to the Hi Ed website as it becomes available.  
 
College List 
The Higher Education Program keeps a list of colleges and universities that offer emergency management, 
homeland security, and related programs. Higher Education staff do not provide college recommendations or 
discuss the relative merits of the colleges and universities listed. If you have a new program to include or 
have program updates, send an email to FEMA-emi collegelist@fema.dhs.gov. 
 
National Preparedness Month  
September is National Preparedness Month reminding us that we all must prepare ourselves and our families 
now and throughout the year for the disasters that may occur where we live, work, and attend school. The 

https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/specialinterest/cccsig.aspx
https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/specialinterest/cccsig.aspx
mailto:wendy.walsh@fema.dhs.gov
https://fema.connectsolutions.com/culture-preparedness/event/event_info.html
mailto:wendy.walsh@fema.dhs.gov
https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/
https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/collegelist/
mailto:FEMA-emi%20collegelist@fema.dhs.gov
https://www.ready.gov/september
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2018 overarching theme is Disasters Happen. Prepare Now. Learn How. September 15 is the National 
Day of Action when individuals, organizations, and businesses are encouraged to take an action, such as 
participating in an exercise, drill, or other action that will increase preparedness.  
 
From the National Library of Medicine (NLM): 
 
The first National Preparedness Month weekly theme is Make and Practice Your Plan.  
 
Ready.gov provides tips for putting together your family/household plan (https://www.ready.gov/make-a-
plan). Do not forget to plan for your pets, property, and critical documents. Commuters should also have a 
plan in case a disaster occurs while they are traveling between work and home.  
 
At the National Library of Medicine (NLM), National Preparedness Month also means that responders and 
healthcare workers should review and update their plans. Responders can start by packing their Digital Go 
Bag: Essential Disaster Health Information on Your Mobile Device 
(https://sis.nlm.nih.gov/dis_courses/digital_go_bag/index.html). Save valuable time with tools on your 
laptop or smart device for responder safety, surveillance and alerts, psychological health, and medical and 
health information.  
 
Pro tip: internet access may be slow or nonexistent in a disaster. Check the offline functionality of your apps 
ahead of time by turning on Airplane mode on your device.  
 
Is your organization building or revising its disaster playbook? You will find over 3,000 exercises and plans 
in the Disaster Lit® database: https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/search?q=plan+OR+exercise 
If your plan is up to date, learn how NLM is developing virtual reality tools to plan and run collaborative 
exercises and training: https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/virtual-reality  
If you would like to tell our readers what your Institute of Higher Education or organization is doing to 
feature National Preparedness Month, please contact Barbara Johnson for details.   
 
Internship, Scholarship and Training Opportunities  
U.S. Customs and Border Protection Student Trainee Webinar, Tuesday, September 25, 2018, 4:00 – 5:00 
PM EDT. CBP has 44 vacancies for Customs and Border Protection Officer (CBPO) Student Trainees.  
The event is free for participants. Space is limited; you are encouraged to register as soon as possible. 
 
National Science Foundation is hosting a 2-day grants conference in New Orleans on November 8-9.  The 
conference is designed for new faculty, researchers, educators and administrators who want to gain insight 
into a wide range of important and timely issues at NSF including the state of current funding; the proposal 
and award process; and current and recently updated policies and procedures. Registration will opened on 
Thursday, September 6.   
 
 

https://www.ready.gov/prepare
https://www.ready.gov/prepare
https://community.fema.gov/AP_Login
https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
https://sis.nlm.nih.gov/dis_courses/digital_go_bag/index.html
https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/search?q=plan+OR+exercise
https://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/virtual-reality
mailto:Barbara.Johnson3@fema.dhs.gov
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cbpstudenttraineewebinar
https://nsfgrantsconferences.com/?utm_content&utm_medium=email&utm_name&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term


 

Page 4 
 

HIGHER EDUCATION PROGRAM 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY TRAINING CENTER  •  EMMITSBURG, MD 

NATIONAL TRAINING AND EDUCATION DIVISION / NATIONAL TRAINING AND EDUCATION SYSTEM 

Employment 
Emergency Management/Homeland Security Vacancies: 

• Emergency Management Specialist (Response), IC 09, CLOSE 9/11/2018, FEMA-18-JTP-247126-
CORE, New York, NY 

• Deputy Director of Security, GS 11, CLOSE 9/12/2018, OS/OSY-2018-0031, Washington, D.C.  
• Community Planner, GS 13, CLOSE 10/2/2018, FEMA-18-JLS-241851-DE, Oakland, CA and 

Bothell, WA 
• IT Specialist (INFOSEC), GS 9-12, CLOSE 11/22/2018, DEST-10163362-18-RH, Pensacola, FL and 

Arlington, VA 
• Emergency Management Specialist, GS 11, CLOSE 9/30/2018, HHS-ASPR-DH-18-10182609, 

Location Negotiable 
• Emergency Management Specialist (Watch and Warning Specialist), GS 11-12, CLOSE 6/3/2019, 

OS-6050-18-KB-0101 (MP), Washington, D.C. 
 
Higher Education Vacancies: 

• Auburn University – Assistant Professor, Community Planning 
• College of Southern Maryland – Adjunct Instructor, Criminal Justice & Homeland Security 
• Dean College – Adjunct Instructor, Criminal Justice & Homeland Security 
• Farmingdale State College – Adjunct Professor, Security Systems & Law Enforcement Technology 
• University of California, Berkley – Assistant Researcher, Epidemiology 
• University of Delaware – Faculty, Public & Environmental Health 

 
Resources 
2017 Hurricanes and Wildfires: Initial Observations on the Federal Response and Key Recovery Challenges 
 
FEMA Podcast, Episode 22: Surge Capacity Force.  In the aftermath of a catastrophic event, the Department 
of Homeland Security turns to its Surge Capacity Force (SCF), a cadre of federal employees who help 
affected communities by supporting the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s urgent response and 
recovery efforts. For a listing of all podcasts to date.   
 
FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) Division recently announced the membership application 
period for its External Stakeholder Working Group (ESWG). The purpose of the ESWG is to gain insight, 
share information, and understand HMA priorities and issues from external stakeholders. HMA is seeking 
applications for these vacant membership positions; two FEMA HMA Regional staff representatives; one 
state/territory representative; one local/regional representative; and one federally recognized tribal 
representative. Download the application, and submit completed applications to FEMA-HMA-GRANTS-
POLICY@fema.dhs.gov. The application deadline is Sept. 28, 2018.  
 
The resources below compiled through a variety of sources and included here as interesting and relevant resources for research 
or classroom use. The links provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only. They do not constitute any 
endorsement or approval by FEMA or the Higher Education Program. 

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/509793900
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/509793900
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/505579300
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/509310600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/505993600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/496707300
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/501249000
https://aufacultypositions.peopleadmin.com/postings/3075
https://csmd.silkroad.com/epostings/index.cfm?fuseaction=app.jobInfo&version=1&jobid=303894&jobboardid=101
https://dean.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp;jsessionid=F74E42EFACD67AB15F73634E3534A0DA?JOBID=102125
https://farmingdale.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp?JOBID=87960
https://aprecruit.berkeley.edu/apply/JPF01837
https://apply.interfolio.com/53814
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-472
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/audio/169158
https://www.fema.gov/podcast
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/126699
mailto:FEMA-HMA-GRANTS-POLICY@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:FEMA-HMA-GRANTS-POLICY@fema.dhs.gov
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Preparing the Next Generation of Christian Humanitarian & Disaster Leaders 
Start-up Offers Artificial Intelligence to Help Emergency Responders During Disaster 
About 200 Young Hurricane Maria Evacuees Remain in New Haven, Conn., for School 
Federal Response to Hurricane Lane 'Just the Beginning' 
Puerto Rico Traffic Incident Management App Shines During Disaster  
NIST Details Steps to Keep Buildings Functioning After Natural Hazards 
Introducing the “ACT” Crisis Management Framework 
 
Calendar  
Center for Digital Education webinar “Future-ready learning: How to outfit students for workforce 
readiness,” September 26, 2018, 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM ET 
 
Ontario Disaster & Emergency Management Conference (DEMCON), Wed, October 03, 2018 to Thu, 
October 04, 2018, Toronto, Canada.   
 
13th Homeland Security Week, October 22-24, 2018, College Park Marriott, Hyattsville, MD.   
 
 
============================================================================================================== 
Download the FEMA App to receive weather alerts from the NWS for up to five different locations anywhere in the U.S.  
Sign up via our free e-mail subscription service to receive notifications and information updates.  
FEMA’s mission is helping people before, during and after disasters  
FEMA and the EMI Higher Education Program do not endorse any non-government websites, companies, or applications.  

https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2018/august/preparing-next-generation-of-christian-humanitarian-disaste.html
http://www.govtech.com/em/preparedness/Start-up-Offers-Artificial-Intelligence-to-Help-Emergency-Responders-During-Disaster.html
http://www.govtech.com/em/disaster/About-200-Young-Evacuees-Remain-in-New-Haven-for-School.html?utm_term=About%20200%20Young%20Hurricane%20Maria%20Evacuees%20Remain%20in%20New%20Haven%2C%20Conn.%2C%20for%20School&utm_campaign=Artificial%20Intelligence%20for%20Emergency%20Response&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email
http://www.govtech.com/em/preparedness/Federal-Response-to-Hurricane-Lane-Just-the-Beginning.html?utm_term=Federal%20Response%20to%20Hurricane%20Lane%20%27Just%20the%20Beginning%27&utm_campaign=Artificial%20Intelligence%20for%20Emergency%20Response&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/innovator/issue68/3dIssue/index.html?page=12
https://www.domesticpreparedness.com/updates/nist-details-steps-to-keep-buildings-functioning-after-natural-hazards/?utm_source=DomesticPreparedness&utm_campaign=d6acf8bdc0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_09_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9a091366ad-d6acf8bdc0-254125837
https://www.domesticpreparedness.com/resilience/introducing-the-act-crisis-management-framework/
https://marketing.erepublic.com/acton/ct/16245/s-2b01-1809/Bct/q-0443/l-sf-contact-043a:12ab80/ct0_0/1?sid=TV2%3AxYHL8pA5t
https://marketing.erepublic.com/acton/ct/16245/s-2b01-1809/Bct/q-0443/l-sf-contact-043a:12ab80/ct0_0/1?sid=TV2%3AxYHL8pA5t
https://www.wcdm.org/demcon/home.html
https://www.homelandsecurityweek.com/
https://www.fema.gov/mobile-app
https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSFEMA/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDHSFEMA_149
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