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Program News for the week ending November 3, 2017 
  
Higher Education Program Updates  
Message from the Higher Education Program Manager  
Today, I will yield my message to Dr. Chittayong (Jao) Surakitbanharn to share information on Purdue 
University’s’ Visual Analytics Command, Control and Interoperability (VACCINE) Center.   
 
The DHS Center of Excellence Emeritus VACCINE (Visual Analytics Command, Control, and 
Interoperability), led by Purdue University, has begun exploring opportunities to collaborate with the FEMA 
to develop and deploy social media analytics software and training to first-responders for emergency and 
disaster use. Social media can be a valuable information source for emergency managers to understand the 
on-the-ground situation during an emergency, and distribute alerts and warnings to a broad audience.  
 
However, the fact that social media has only emerged in the past few years introduces a series of questions 
for emergency managers. Can I trust crowdsourced data enough to base my decisions? Is the public getting 
the alerts that I sent out via social media? Where do I start exploring the tens of thousands of posts occurring 
in my area? 
 
To address the social media problem, VACCINE’s core team at Purdue University has developed Social 
Media Analytics and Reporting Toolkit (SMART) over the past four years, an interactive software tool for 
analyst and first responders to visualize and explore social media posts on a map-based platform. Over the 
past two years, we have deployed SMART to many operational environments to increase public safety. 
 
The use of SMART by several groups is only the beginning in understanding and maximizing the 
capabilities of social media in emergency and disaster response. Without operation stability and user 
guidance of how to obtain actionable information, new systems can turn into a distraction rather than an aid. 
VACCINE is interested in working with stakeholders to overcome these challenges. 
 
Funded by a new grant from DHS’s First Responder Group, the Purdue University-based team, led by 
Professor David Ebert, and Davista Technologies, will scale SMART for deployment and accessibility to 
every first responder and emergency manager in the U.S. Furthermore, DHS Scientific Leadership Award 
Recipient Dr. Louis Ngamassi at VACCINE partner university Prairie View A&M University will support 
Purdue’s efforts by developing classroom material for social media analytics and disaster management. 
Through working with FEMA and with the Emergency Management Higher Education Program community, 
we hope to improve and integrate SMART and develop realistic training material to maximally address real-
world needs. If you are interested in participating or learning more, contact Dr. Chittayong (Jao) 
Surakitbanharn (csurakit@purdue.edu) or Dr. David Ebert (ebertd@purdue.edu).  
 

http://www.purdue.edu/discoverypark/vaccine/
mailto:csurakit@purdue.edu
mailto:ebertd@purdue.edu
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Higher Education Program Webinars  
The Higher Education Program regularly host webinars on topics of interest for the emergency 
management higher education academic community. If you have a pertinent topic or idea, contact Wendy 
Walsh.  
 
The Next EM Higher Education Community Conference Call is Friday, November 17, from 2:00-3:00 
PM EDT.  Please join us. Learn from the emergency management academic community what is new and 
exciting in their world.  Find out about ongoing projects and discuss higher education community needs that 
we can address.  Let Wendy Walsh know if you have topics to discuss. 800-320-4330, PIN: 376368.  
 

College List - The Higher Education Program keeps a list of colleges and universities that offer emergency 
management, homeland security, and related programs. Hi Ed staff do not provide college recommendations 
or discuss the relative merits of the colleges and universities listed. If you have a new program to include on 
the list or have program updates, please email FEMA-emi-collegelist@fema.dhs.gov.  
New Program:  
 
Make a note on your 2018 calendar.  The 20th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education 
Symposium will be held June 4-7, 2018, at FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute at the National 
Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg, MD. 
 

Employment  
Vacancy announcements posted for other Emergency Management/Homeland Security Positions: 

• Emergency Management Specialist (Recovery), IC 11, CLOSE 11/6/2017, FEMA-17-KDS-191219-
CORE, Austin, TX; Corpus Christi, TX; Houston, TX 

• Emergency Management Specialist (Response), GS 13, CLOSE 11/10/2017, FEMA-18-JLS-174887-
MP-V, Boston, MA 

• Emergency Management Specialist (Preparedness), GS 12, CLOSE 11/13/2017, FEMA-18-MJ-
185180-MP, Round Hill, VA 

• Emergency Management Specialist, GS 11-12, CLOSE 11/13/2017, BR-DO-2017-229, Lakewood, 
CO 

Higher Education Vacancies: 
• Arkansas State University - Disaster Preparedness/Emergency Management, 9 month Assistant 

Professor 
• Arkansas State University – Disaster Preparedness/Emergency Management, 12 month Assistant 

Professor 
• George Washington University – Prevention and Community Health, Assistant/Associate Professor 
• The Citadel – Intelligence Studies, Assistant/Associate Professor 

mailto:wendy.walsh@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:wendy.walsh@fema.dhs.gov
https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/collegelist/
mailto:FEMA-emi-collegelist@fema.dhs.gov
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/483043600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/483043600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/483024400
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/483024400
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/483018600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/483018600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/483053900
https://chj.tbe.taleo.net/chj05/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=ARKASTAT2&cws=40&rid=15276
https://chj.tbe.taleo.net/chj05/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=ARKASTAT2&cws=40&rid=15229
https://www.gwu.jobs/postings/47410
https://www.higheredjobs.com/faculty/details.cfm?JobCode=176595965&Title=Assistant%2FAssociate%20Professor%20in%20Intelligence%20Studies
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• University of New Haven – Homeland Security, Full time Faculty and Lecturer 
• University of New Haven – Intelligence Studies, Full Time Faculty and Lecturer 
• Western Illinois University – Homeland Security, Assistant Professor 

 

Students Update 
University of Akron students assist with a State of Ohio EMA Tabletop exercise. Students integrate as note 
takers and help compile the After Action Report. This relationship provides students with experience and 
networking with EM and DHS organizations while being an asset to the exercise team!  

“This exercise was different than previous ones I have attended! It was interesting to see how a private sector 
company deals with a tabletop exercise as well as how they delegate incident command roles. It was fascinating 
to hear how the various response teams interacted. The different terminology used by the private sector was 
also noted as compared to the uniform response language used in the public sector. Overall it was a great 
learning experience!”  Program Senior, Lauren Fletcher 
 

Resources  
The most recent ASPR TRACIE Topic Collection is now available and focuses on Training and Workforce 
Development. The resources in this Topic Collection cover competencies for disaster medicine; experiences 
with different methods and models for health professional training and workforce development; selected 
general training resources to support all-hazards preparedness; tools to support training and workforce 
development; and considerations related to U.S. workforce development, including research on training’s 
effects on willingness to work during a disaster. 
 
Policies and Procedures: Vaccine Loss Due to Disaster American Academy of Pediatrics. 10/11/2017 
This two-page document provides information that summarizes the policies and processes of vaccine 
manufacturers and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Vaccines for Children Program 
related to vaccine loss due to a natural disaster in the U.S. and U.S. territories. Pediatricians are encouraged 

From left to Right:  
Dale Gaarenstroom, EMHS program senior 
David Nunley Ohio Emergency Management Agency Training and 
exercise manager (EMHS graduate) 
Andrew Elder Ohio Emergency Management Agency Operations 
Administrator (EMHS graduate) 
Lauren Fletcher, EMHS Program Senior 
Matthew McCrystal Ohio Emergency Management Agency Preparedness 
Branch Chief  
Hollis Mignogno Director, Global Security Programs Cardinal Health 
Dr. Russ Decker Ohio Emergency Management Agency Deputy Director  

https://www.higheredjobs.com/admin/details.cfm?JobCode=176592789&Title=Full%20Time%20Faculty%20and%20Lecturer%20%2D%20Homeland%20Security
https://www.higheredjobs.com/search/details.cfm?JobCode=176592784
https://wiu.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp;jsessionid=167FF4A4996FD38B549EB4844BAA27F7?JOBID=91004
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/11/training-and-workforce-development/9
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/11/training-and-workforce-development/9
https://disasterlit.nlm.nih.gov/record/16080
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to hold on to any vaccine product, not to throw it away or destroy it, and to submit an insurance claim as a 
first step. 
 
The  Disaster Information Management Research Center Disaster Lit®: the Resource Guide for Disaster 
Medicine and Public Health database has recently been updated, and is now available. 
 
The resources below were compiled through a variety of sources, and included here as, perhaps, what could be interesting and 
relevant resources for research or classroom use. The links are provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only; 
they do not constitute any endorsement or approval by FEMA or the Higher Education Program. 
 
2017 Hurricanes and Army Corps of Engineers: Background for Flood Response and Recovery 
 
During crisis, exposure to social media’s conflicting information is linked to stress 
 

Calendar  
Humanitarian Disaster Institute (HDI) is hosting a webinar led by HDI Contributing Fellow Kevin Schaller 
(Managing Director at Resiliency Partners) on Friday, 11/17, from 12 noon - 1 pm. Spots are free but 
limited, so reserve yours today.  Learn how your church or organization can better respond to disasters 
alongside professional emergency managers.  
 
AmeriCorps NCCC is accepting applications for 10-month service terms beginning in February 2018. Travel 
the country, serve as a member of a close-knit team, get your hands dirty on a wide variety of projects, and 
hone skills to enhance your resume. Apply by November 15th at AmeriCorps.gov/NCCC. Interested in 
disaster response, preparedness and emergency management? FEMA Corps is the experience of an 
internship with twice the adventure and impact. Learn more and apply at AmeriCorps.gov/FEMACorps.  
 
Critical Infrastructure Protection and Resilience Americas (CIPRNA) Tuesday, December 05, 2017 to 
Thursday, December 07, 2017 Location: Orlando, FL. For more information and registration.   
 
The Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) Foundation is in the final stages of establishing a 
two-year undergraduate scholarship, commencing next fall. It is designed to advance flood-risk management 
research and practice. The ASFPM Foundation Future Leaders Scholarship will be awarded every other year 
to a deserving college student entering their junior year. The foundation has established eligibility criteria, 
and along with a demonstration of financial need, the student must be pursuing a course of study related to 
the missions of the ASFPM and ASFPM Foundation. After graduation it is expected the student will work in 
a profession that directly or indirectly supports the flood risk management field.  
The 2018 scholarship will award up to $25,000 per year for two years in direct financial assistance for 
tuition, books, etc. The selected scholar will also receive mentoring support and assistance from the 
foundation in finding a paid summer internship in a relevant professional setting.  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDMwLjgwMTMxODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAzMC44MDEzMTgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjE5NzYwJmVtYWlsaWQ9RElTQVNUUi1PVVRSRUFDSC1MSUJAbGlzdC5uaWguZ292JnVzZXJpZD1ESVNBU1RSLU9VVFJFQUNILUxJQkBsaXN0Lm5paC5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://disasterlit.nlm.nih.gov/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDMwLjgwMTMxODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAzMC44MDEzMTgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjE5NzYwJmVtYWlsaWQ9RElTQVNUUi1PVVRSRUFDSC1MSUJAbGlzdC5uaWguZ292JnVzZXJpZD1ESVNBU1RSLU9VVFJFQUNILUxJQkBsaXN0Lm5paC5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://disasterlit.nlm.nih.gov/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/IN10764.pdf
http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20171024-during-crisis-exposure-to-social-media-s-conflicting-information-is-linked-to-stress
https://wheaton.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb7900545b9bb8a26930ffb0&id=2cd319593b&e=35236f9a26
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDMwLjgwMTUzODMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAzMC44MDE1MzgzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTA5NzA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmFyYmFyYS5qb2huc29uM0BmZW1hLmRocy5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWJhcmJhcmEuam9obnNvbjNAZmVtYS5kaHMuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://www.americorps.gov/NCCC?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDMwLjgwMTUzODMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAzMC44MDE1MzgzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTA5NzA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmFyYmFyYS5qb2huc29uM0BmZW1hLmRocy5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWJhcmJhcmEuam9obnNvbjNAZmVtYS5kaHMuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.americorps.gov/NCCC?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDMwLjgwMTUzODMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAzMC44MDE1MzgzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTA5NzA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmFyYmFyYS5qb2huc29uM0BmZW1hLmRocy5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWJhcmJhcmEuam9obnNvbjNAZmVtYS5kaHMuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.americorps.gov/FEMACorps?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDMwLjgwMTUzODMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAzMC44MDE1MzgzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTA5NzA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9YmFyYmFyYS5qb2huc29uM0BmZW1hLmRocy5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWJhcmJhcmEuam9obnNvbjNAZmVtYS5kaHMuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&103&&&http://www.americorps.gov/FEMACorps?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://www.ciprna-expo.com/
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Mid-November, the applications and submittal instructions for the 2018 ASFPM Foundation Future Leaders 
Scholarship will be posted on the ASFPM Foundation website. A complete application for the scholarship, 
with all attachments, must be received on or before Jan. 31, 2018. The selected scholarship recipient will be 
announced in April.  
 
The Presidential Management Fellows (PMF) Program Office is extending the Application Period for the Class 
of 2018 to noon EST on Monday, November 6th to allow applicants in areas impacted by recent hurricanes 
sufficient time to complete an application. The application period will be extended for all applicants. 

·   For any individuals in impacted areas who may be experiencing difficulty obtaining the necessary 
supporting documentation to complete their application, a feature will be added to the online application 
where they can indicate that they are in an impacted area and do not believe they will have access to necessary 
supporting documentation by the time the application period closes. Once the application closes the PMF 
Program Office will work with those individuals to obtain necessary supporting documentation to verify 
their eligibility for the program. 
·   Created by Executive Order 40 years ago, the Presidential Management Fellows Program (PMF) brings 
highly-skilled graduates holding advanced degrees into the Federal government to prepare for future public 
sector leadership through a highly competitive application and assessment process. PMF is the flagship 
leadership succession management program for the Federal Government. 
·   Interested applicants can learn about the program eligibility criteria and how to apply through our website 
at www.pmf.gov, which contains several tools and resources to help individuals prepare to apply. We have 
several FAQs on the website and individuals can also send questions to pmfapplication@opm.gov.  

 
The Office of Inspector General, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is recruiting for the 
2018 Summer Internship program.   
Who May Apply:  Current students enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an accredited college (including 4-
year colleges/universities, community colleges, and junior colleges); professional, technical, vocational, and 
trade school; advanced degree programs; or other qualifying educational institution pursuing a qualifying 
degree or certificate. 
Appointment Type:  These are excepted service appointments under the OIG Internship Program.  The 
Internship will begin May 2018 and is not to exceed September 30, 2018.  These appointments do not allow 
for non-competitive conversion to a term or permanent appointment in the federal service. 
To view a complete list of current OIG vacancies on the USAJOBS web site, please click View All 
Opportunities.  
 
========================================================================================  
Download the FEMA App to receive weather alerts from the NWS for up to five different locations anywhere in the U.S.  
Sign up via our free e-mail subscription service to receive notifications and information updates  
“FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to 
prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.”  
FEMA and the EMI Higher Education Program do not endorse any non-government Web sites, companies or applications 

http://www.asfpmfoundation.org/
http://www.pmf.gov/
mailto:pmfapplication@opm.gov
https://www.usajobs.gov/Search/Results?a=HE13
https://www.usajobs.gov/Search/Results?a=HE13

