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Hi Ed Website (submitted today to webmaster for posting next week):

· 14th Annual EM Higher  Education Conference - http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp  
· Conference Draft Agenda 
· Participant Information 

· EM Hi Ed Reports - http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA2011.asp 
1. May 20


All comments concerning website materials should be emailed to Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  

14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference Update

· 14th Annual Emergency Management Hi Ed Conference, June 6-9, 2011, National Emergency Training Center, Emmitsburg, MD.  We currently have 404 accepted applications.  Information for the conference can be found at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp.   

· Conference applications will no longer be accepted after COB, Friday, May 20th.  

· Workshops: Conference attendees planning to attend any of the workshops on June 6, 2011, should email their choices to Barbara at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  A few of the classrooms have limited capacity so those on the rosters will be seated first.  Others will be seated on first come basis.  List of workshops can be found on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp conference workshop schedule.  Let us know if you have any questions.  

College and University News: 

· University of Connecticut’s Center for Continuing Studies

The University of Connecticut’s Center for Continuing Studies (UConn) is pleased to announce its “Collaborative Approach to Behavioral Threat Assessment in Higher Education” program. In 2008 UConn was awarded an Emergency Management in Higher Education (EMHE) grant from the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools. Our experiences related to student based and non student based campus behavioral threat revealed that a “template” approach to the development of a Behavioral Threat Assessment (BTA) team is not effective.  A customized analysis and evaluation of each campus’ culture and resources is essential in order to identify, train and stand up the behavioral threat assessment team. UConn’s (BTA) program focuses on campus safety, collaboration, student and non student based behavioral threats to institutions of higher education and their surrounding communities.

UConn’s BTA program Adjunct Faculty are drawn from academia, the clinical environment and the United States Secret Service, and have extensive experience conducting research and training in the areas of the behavioral threat in higher education and collaborative leadership. At the conclusion of this program, the participants will:
1. Acquire an understanding of the unique culture of the institute of the higher education institution, including students, faculty, staff, non teaching professionals, public safety and the community surrounding the campus.
1. Identify organizational “stovepipes” impacting collaboration among campus functions.
1. Utilize discussion-based (seminars and table top) exercises to identify important gaps in the institution’s ability to prevent and detect the behavioral threat.
1. Determine the critical campus functions and officials to be represented on the BTA Team.
1. Participate in facilitated discussions and scenario based training sessions for the BTA Team, focusing on the student-based, and non-student based threats.
1. Develop an operational framework for the BTA Team and incorporate the BTA policies and procedures into the client’s all hazards plans. 

The University of Connecticut is positioned to deliver the lessons we have learned along with the behavioral threat assessment training as an entire package, or as separate components. We would negotiate a contract/fee for this training based on the scope of services desired by your institution. For further information please contact Neal Olderman, Program Director, the University of Connecticut at neal.olderman@uconn.edu or (860) 486-0928.

· University of Maine at Augusta and Co-sponsored with Maine Emergency Management Agency

SAVE THE DATE 
June 9, 2011
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Higher Education All Hazards Campus Emergency Management Conference
Hosted by University of Maine at Augusta 
and Co-sponsored with Maine Emergency Management Agency
University Of Maine at Augusta, Augusta Campus
 Richard J. Randall Student Center 2nd Floor Lounge
Free of charge – Pre-registration required
To register, go to:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/June9thHiEdEmergencyManagementConferenceRegistration

AGENDA
8:45 – 10:45
Emergency Planning for Campus Executives
Representatives of FEMA Region 1 and representatives of the University of Rhode Island

11:00 – 12:30
Get to Know Your Local, Regional, and State Emergency  Preparedness Partners
Representatives from local and state emergency management and public safety.

12:30 – 1:30 
Lunch

1:30 – 3:30 	
Putting Your Plan Together – What Does That Mean?
A hands-on working session to give you the tools you need to plan and implement a successful Campus Emergency Plan

· Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard -To receive Honorary Doctorate Degree at Metropolitan College of New York Commencement: June 11, 2011.

Dr. Wayne Blanchard retired last fall after a 30-year career with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  He began work there on civil defense programs and steadily advanced as training coordinator, staff officer and manager of the Family Protection Program before joining the Emergency Management Institute (EMI) in 1994, where he was the architect of the Emergency Management Higher Education Project. This project encourages and supports the development of degree programs at the college and university level.

Blanchard was instrumental in the approval process for Metropolitan College of New York's (MCNY) Master of Public Administration in Emergency and Disaster Management degree program. In June 2002, he, along with other educators, heard MCNY’s proposal first presented by Dr. Mick Maurer at the fifth FEMA Higher Education Conference in Florida. The following year, as part of the degree approval process, New York State Regents requested two "independent readers" — Blanchard was selected by MCNY’s degree development committee and invited to review the proposed program in depth. He accepted and produced an evaluation report strongly in support of MCNY’s program design, hailing its “emphasis on critically integrating experience and organizational and management theories in a way that concretizes the experiential component of the academic process."

Ali Gheith, director of the Emergency and Disaster Management program at MCNY, said the college's degree program is the only emergency-oriented one in the country that Blanchard ever agreed to independently review. At the time, there were just 19 masters degree programs in the country; MCNY’s became the 20th in 2004.

“Dr. Blanchard has always made himself available to MCNY faculty and administration for discussions on recruitment, constructive actions, faculty development, and ethics classes,” said Gheith. “Dr. Blanchard is regarded as one of the pioneers in the field of Emergency and Disaster Management. In his honor, Metropolitan College of New York is awarding him with an honorary doctorate degree for his outstanding contributions to the field of emergency and disaster management.”

A.M.Gheith, Director
MPA-Emergency and Disaster Management
Metropolitan College of New York
431 Canal Street, 11th Floor
New York,  NY 10013
agheith@mcny.edu
o-212-343-1234 Ext. 2205
c-917-362-5265
WWW.MCNY.EDU

[bookmark: s]Emergency Management and Homeland Security News: 

· Spring has arrived.  Spring brings with it floods, storms and a myriad of other disasters.  Check the FEMA website when preparing your home, car and work place for emergencies.  Important information can be found at http://www.ready.gov/  

· EMI - NETC Learning Resource Center Weekly Update

This Week's Highlights 


· CEMR Network Broadcast: http://cemr-network.org/?xg_source=msg_mes_network

· Terror, Security, and Money: Balancing The Risks, Benefits, and Costs of Homeland Security 

John Mueller
Professor and Woody Hayes Chair of National Security Studies 
Ohio State University 

Mark G. Stewart
Professor of Civil Engineering 
The University of Newcastle 

http://polisci.osu.edu/faculty/jmueller/MID11TSM.PDF

· Natural Hazards Center – DR 568 Disaster Research News You can Use 
Contributions of jobs, conferences, and other content to this newsletter can be sent to jolie.breeden@colorado.edu. Please include “for Disaster Research” in the subject line.
To subscribe, visit http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/dr/ or e-mail jolie.breeden@colorado.edu.

[bookmark: d]Notes from the Hi Ed Program:

· We are accepting news and events to be placed in our “Bits and Pieces” reports each week.  Let us know what emergency management or homeland security activities are happening at your college, university, and state or local emergency management office.  

Have a splendid weekend, 

Barbara 

Barbara L. Johnson
Higher Education Program Assistant  
FEMA/EMI/NETC
Department of Homeland Security
16825 S. Seton Avenue, K016
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Ph: (301) 447-1452
Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

Emergency Management Institute 
A 60-Year Legacy of Training and Education in Emergency Management
“FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.”
