FEMA’s Higher Education Program Bits and Pieces  
  
National Emergency Training Center, Emmitsburg, MD 
  
25 March 2011 

Hi Ed Website (submitted today to webmaster for posting next week): 

  14th Annual EM Higher  Education Conference - http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp 
         Conference Draft Agenda 
         Participant Information (user should click on “Participant Info” for the list that follows) 
1.      YOELL III, LAURENCE – SOUTHERN MARIN FIRE DISTRICT   
2.      DELLA-GIUSTINA, DANIEL, PH.D. -  West Virginia University   
3.      DOHERTY, EAMON P., PH.D. – Fairleigh Dickinson University 
4.      DOHERTY, ESTER GOEI – Fairleigh Dickinson University 
5.      HARRIS, WALLACE G., PH.D. – University of Richmond 
6.      MILLER, RYAN, MS, CEM – Howard County Office of Emergency Management 

  EM Reports – http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA2011.asp - March 
         March 18 

  Free College Courses, Textbooks, Materials – Comparative Emergency Management Textbook Project - http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/CompEmMgmtBookProject.asp 
         Emergency Management in the Arabian Peninsula: A case study from the Sultanate of Oman 

All comments concerning website materials should be emailed to Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  

14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference Update 

  14th Annual Emergency Management Hi Ed Conference is scheduled for June 6-9, 2011 at the National Emergency Training Center, Emmitsburg, MD.  Information will be posted at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp as it becomes available. 

  Workshops: Conference attendees planning to attend any of the workshops on June 6, 2011, must email their choices to Barbara at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  A few of the classrooms have limited capacity so those on the rosters will be seated first.  Others will be seated on first come basis.  List of workshops can be found on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp, draft agenda and workshop schedule.  Let us know if you have any questions.  

  Call for Papers and Presentations 
14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference 

Theme: “Preparing for the Challenges of Emergency Management in 
Higher Education” 

The Emergency Management Higher Education Conference will conceivably consist of 30-35 breakout sessions over a three-day period.  In an effort to ensure topics are of interest to the emergency management academic and practitioner community attending the conference we are asking interested individuals to submit abstracts for a topic they would be willing to present.  Abstract should be one page or less.  If you are planning to present with one or more individuals please include a list of names and contact information.  

Deadline: April 1, 2011 

Abstracts should be submitted to Higher Education Program Assistant Barbara Johnson Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov or Shannon Cool, Shannon.Cool@associates.dhs.gov, Higher Education Program Staff.    
  Student Research Presentations: 

Each year a breakout session is scheduled for graduate and doctoral students to present research projects.  A short one page proposal should be submitted to Barbara (Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov) for consideration.  This is generally one of the more popular breakout sessions.  The conference itself is a great time to meet and network with people in the emergency management academic and practitioner world.  (I am pretty sure you’ll have a great week too.) If this breakout is not populated by early April we may fill it with other presentations.  

  Emergency Management Conference Student Volunteers and Faculty: 

The 14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Program Conference is quickly approaching and we need your help in making the conference run smoothly.  We are seeking both undergraduate and graduate students currently enrolled in a college/university emergency management program to fulfill the position of student volunteer reorder/reporters 
The main function of graduate students is to act as a recorder/reporter.  Recorder/reporter duties entail attending assigned breakout sessions, taking detailed notes of the assigned breakout sessions and creating a written summary report (4-5 pages) of the session’s salient details.  Graduate students will be assigned at least one report, but may be assigned up to three reports. 

The main function of the undergraduate student volunteers is to help with various aspects of the conference i.e., passing around microphones, signing up conference attendants, and assisting breakout presenters with their logistical needs etcetera.  
If you are interested in the opportunity, please review the attached criteria and if you qualify, please contact the Volunteer Coordinator at Micheal.kemp@i-s-consulting.com with the following information: 

Subject line:  FEMA HiEd Volunteer (Prospect) 

1.      Your name and contact information 
2.      Your level of study (Undergraduate, Graduate) 
3.      Faculty sponsors name and contact information 

Shortly after receiving your message both you and your faculty representative will be contacted by the Volunteer Coordinator. 

Note: Completion of the “Volunteer Prospect” process does not guarantee you will be selected as a volunteer coordinator. 

Sincerely, 

Micheal Kemp 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Micheal.kemp@i-s-consulting.com   
Phone-701.721.0796 
(More information about the Student Volunteers positions can be found on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp) 

College and University News: 
  Laramie County Community College is hosting the Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Higher Education Course May 17-19, 2011, and would like to invite your institution to send individuals, or a team, to this course. There is no charge for attendees, however, travel and other associated costs are the responsibility of each attendee. The course is limited to 48 students. 
The primary audience for this 3-day training is personnel from institutions of higher education who have responsibilities for creating, reviewing, implementing, and exercising Emergency Operations Plans. This includes personnel with the direct responsibility for emergency management and/or security as well as other campus personnel who may serve as members of the planning team. 
Secondary audiences include: 

o   Stakeholders (fire, police, public health, emergency medical, public works, etc.) from the surrounding community 
o   Administrators 
o   Faculty 

The point of contact at LCCC for additional information or to register is John Heller, 307-778-1223 or jheller@lccc.wy.edu. 

  FEMA Deputy Administrator Richard Serino Visits the University of North Texas 

By Stephanie Moffett 

Students at the University of North Texas recently got an opportunity to gain knowledge from and share ideas with FEMA Deputy Administrator Richard Serino. 

While on campus, Deputy Administrator Serino visited UNT's Emergency Operations Center. He then spoke to several dozen students at the Student Union and explained FEMA's role during disasters. 

"Our job is to make sure nobody fails," said Serino. "Our job is to make sure we're going to be there to support people before, during, and after an event." 

Deputy Administrator Serino also talked about the importance of careers in emergency management. 

"Some of the best ideas usually come from bright minds early in their career, and that's one of the reasons that I'm here at the University of North Texas," said Serino. 

Kevin Bragg is a student at UNT. He currently works as a firefighter, but is now taking courses in emergency management. He was excited about Deputy Administrator Serino's visit. 

"It's pretty impressive to be able to listen to him and get his perspective on things," said Bragg. "To listen to someone who has that kind of experience and knowledge is invaluable." 

The emergency management academic program at the University of North Texas was established in the early 1980s. It is the first program of its kind in the nation 

[bookmark: s]Emergency Management and Homeland Security News: 

  Spring arrives on Sunday, March 20th.  Spring brings with it floods, storms and a myriad of other disasters.  Check the FEMA website when preparing your home, car and work place for emergencies.  Important information can be found at http://www.ready.gov/  

  2011 Great Lakes Homeland Security Training Conference & Expo -May 3-5, 2011, in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
-Theme: "Never Forget" to pay tribute to the upcoming 10-year anniversary of the September 11 attacks -Registration fee: $350 
-Deadline: April 22 
-Registration and conference information available at www.michigan.gov/emhsd -Hosted by the Michigan State Police, Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division in partnership with the Michigan Department of Community Health- Office of Public Health Preparedness and the FBI- Detroit Office' 
-Questions can be referred to emhsd-conference@michigan.gov 

  Received from: Greta E. Marlatt; email: gmarlatt@nps.edu/; 
         New or Updated Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports: 
o   Terrorist Use of the Internet: Information Operations in Cyberspace. 19p. R41674 
o   Closing Yucca Mountain: Litigation Associated with Attempts to Abandon the Planned Nuclear Waste Repository. 25p. R41675 
o   Liability and Compensation Issues Raised by the 2010 Gulf Oil Spill. 27p. R41679 
o   The Federal Budget: Issues for FY2011, FY2012, and Beyond. 23p. R41685 
o   U.S. Tsunami Programs: A Brief Overview. 5p. R41686 
         American Institute for Contemporary German Studies (AICGS) 
o   Climate and Energy Policy After the U.S. Midterm Elections: A European Perspective  http://www.boell.de/downloads/Policy_Paper_SMKraenner_Transatlantic_Cooperation_on_Climate_and_Energy_Policy.pdf 
         Brookings Institute 
o   Devastation in Japan: The Aftermath and Implications of the World’s Fifth Largest Earthquake http://www.brookings.edu/events/2011/0318_japan_earthquake.aspx 
         Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (CEIP) 
o   After Fukushima: Early Implications for Nuclear Industry and Policy Makers http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/NPP_JapanStatement.pdf 
o   Center for a New American Security (CNAS) 
o   Disaster in Japan: Nuclear Energy, the Economy and the U.S.-Japan Alliance http://www.cnas.rsvp1.com/files/documents/publications/CNAS_DisasterInJapan_policybrief.pdf 
         Center for American Progress 
o   Seismic Activity and U.S. Nuclear Facilities: What We Need to Learn from the Japanese Earthquake http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2011/03/sciprog_nuclear.html 
o   Japan and Future of U.S. Nuclear Power http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2011/03/atw_romm_caperton.html 
         Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS) 
o   Japanese Nuclear Crisis http://csis.org/publication/japanese-nuclear-crisis 
o   The March 11 Earthquake: Where Things Stand http://csis.org/publication/march-11-earthquake-where-things-stand 
o   Risk Management in Non-DoD US Government Agencies and the International Community http://csis.org/files/publication/110314_Murdock_RiskManagement_Web.pdf 
         Centre for Eastern Studies 
o   Germany’s Reaction to the Accident at the Nuclear Power Plant in Japan http://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/ceweekly/2011-03-16/germany-s-reaction-to-accident-nuclear-power-plant-japan 
         Congress. House. Homeland Security Committee 
o   Ensuring Effective Preparedness, Response, and Recovery for Events Impacting Health Security http://homeland.house.gov/hearing/subcommittee-hearing-%E2%80%9Censuring-effective-preparedness-response-and-recovery-events-impacting 
o   Examining the Cyber Threat to Critical Infrastructure and the American Economy http://homeland.house.gov/hearing/subcommittee-hearing-examining-cyber-threat-critical-infrastructure-and-american-economy 
o   Strengthening the Border – Finding the Right Mix of Personnel, Infrastructure and Technology http://homeland.house.gov/hearing/subcommittee-hearing-%E2%80%9Cstrengthening-border-%E2%80%93-finding-right-mix-personnel-infrastructure-and 
         Congress. House. Science, Space and Technology 
o   DHS S&T http://science.house.gov/hearing/technology-innovation-subcommittee-hearing-homeland-security 
         Congress. Senate. Homeland Security & Government Affairs Committee 
o   Catastrophic Preparedness: How Ready Is FEMA for the Next Big Disaster? http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Hearings.Hearing&Hearing_ID=a42880b1-22fc-4890-b82c-dd2a369e2aa2 
o   Preventing Improperly Paid Federal Assistance in the Aftermath of Disasters http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Hearings.Hearing&Hearing_ID=f5cbfbd6-dd33-4e91-883a-71c7cde30356 
         Department of Health & Human Services 
o   State & Local Planners Playbook for Medical Response to a Nuclear Detonation http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/playbooks/stateandlocal/nuclear/Pages/default.aspx 
         Department of Homeland Security Inspector General 
o   OIG-11-40 -  FEMA’s Oversight and Management of Debris Removal Operations  http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_11-40_Feb11.pdf 
         Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
o   Border Security:  Preliminary Observations on the Status of Key Southwest Border Technology Programs, GAO-11-448T [testimony] http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-11-448T 
o   Cybersecurity:  Continued Attention Needed to Protect Our Nation's Critical Infrastructure and Federal Information Systems, GAO-11-463T [testimony] http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-11-463T 
o   Maritime Security:  Updating U.S. Counterpiracy Action Plan Gains Urgency as Piracy Escalates off the Horn of Africa, GAO-11-449T [testimony]  http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-11-449T 
o   Measuring Disaster Preparedness:  FEMA Has Made Limited Progress in Assessing National Capabilities, GAO-11-260T [testimony] http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-11-260T 
o   Homeland Security:  Improvements in Managing Research and Development Could Help Reduce Inefficiencies and Costs, GAO-11-464T [testimony] http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-11-464T 
         Heritage Foundation 
o   Reviewing America’s Disaster Preparedness http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/2011/pdf/wm3188.pdf 
         Nautilus Institute for Security and Sustainability 
o   Report After the Deluge: Short and Medium-term Impacts of the Reactor Damage Caused by the Japan Earthquake and Tsunami http://www.nautilus.org/publications/essays/napsnet/reports/SRJapanReactors.pdf 
         National Academies Press 
o   Harmful Health Effects of Nuclear Radiation Exposure: Resources for Prevention http://notes.nap.edu/2011/03/18/harmful-health-effects-of-nuclear-radiation-exposure-resources-for-prevention/ 
         White House 
o   Japan Earthquake and Tsunami http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/foreign-policy/japan-earthquake-tsunami 
o   The Ongoing Response to the Earthquakes and Tsunami in Japan http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2011/03/13/ongoing-response-earthquakes-and-tsunami-japan 

  Learning Resource Center Update 
         This Week's Highlights 
         NETC Library Earthquake pathfinder to resources:  Click here 
Current Awareness: Weekly News Roundups - Just updated 
         All-Hazards News and Information:  http://www.lrc.fema.gov/news_allhaz.html 
         Fire Prevention in the News :  http://www.lrc.fema.gov/news_fireprev.html   
LRC RSS All Hazards Feed Digest: 
Follow LRC updates: http://www.lrc.fema.gov/news.xml   
         Is FEMA ready for the next disaster? 
Washington Post article 
         Radiation exposure: Why US is confident West Coast isn't in danger 
CSMonitor 
         NIST releases final version of its Charleston Sofa Super Store Tech Report 
NIST 
         How do you know if you've absorbed too much radiation? 
Slate Magazine 
         Exploring the science behind quakes, tsunamis 
USATODAY 
         Fear is potent risk of Japanese nuclear crisis 
Washington Post 
New at the LRC Last Week 
         All new library materials (166 new items this week) 
         Downloadable titles 
         
Ed has provided a link to the new downloadable titles the LRC has that are emergency management and homeland security related http://go.usa.gov/2ih 

  CEMR Network Broadcast: http://cemr-network.org/?xg_source=msg_mes_network 
[bookmark: d]  Basic Community Emergency Response Team training updates announced 

FEMA's Community Emergency Response Team National Program Office is pleased to announce the release of updated materials for the CERT Basic Training course. 

What are the changes? The updated course is the same effective training as before, with the units and topics organized in the same way. However, edits were made throughout all of the course materials including the Participant Manual, Instructor Guide, and the PowerPoint files. These changes are intended to assure that protocols are up-to-date and that the content is as clear as possible for those taking the training. Since there are many edits throughout the training, CERT instructors are encouraged to review all of the updated materials. 

Who made the changes? To update the Basic Training, FEMA worked with a panel of 12 experienced CERT trainers from across the country, followed by a review by local CERT programs designated by the CERT or CERT/Citizen Corps coordinator in each state. FEMA senior leadership and FEMA's technical review team also reviewed and commented on the updated material. We are grateful for the time and effort from state and local programs that went into this update! 

Where can I find the new material? The course files are now available on the national CERT website. Please visit www.citizencorps.gov/cert and click on "Training Materials" to access documents in PDF or Word. On the website you will also find the updated Participant Manual in low vision format. If your local CERT program will need the Participant Manual in Braille, please contact your State Program Manager. State Program Managers can email the CERT National Office with numbers on a state by state basis. 

Please note that the updated Instructor Guide references a series of videos that CERT trainers may want to use when they conduct the Basic Training course. These videos are available on the website by clicking on "Video Material" on the home page. 

What comes next? Later this year, the CERT National Office will be posting a new CERT Train-the-Trainer course and the new CERT Program Manager course. 

Notes from the Hi Ed Program: 

  We are accepting news and events to be placed in our “Bits and Pieces” reports each week.  Let us know what emergency management or homeland security activities are happening at your college, university, and state or local emergency management office.  

Thank you and have a delightful weekend, 

Barbara 

Barbara L. Johnson 
Higher Education Program Assistant   
FEMA/EMI/NETC 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton Avenue, K016 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Ph: (301) 447-1452 
Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

Emergency Management Institute 
A 60-Year Legacy of Training and Education in Emergency Management 
“FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.” 

