FEMA’s Higher Education Program Bits and Pieces  
 
National Emergency Training Center, Emmitsburg, MD
 
11 March 2011

Hi Ed Website (submitted today to webmaster for posting next week):

· 14th Annual EM Higher  Education Conference - http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp 
1. Conference Draft Agenda
1. Information for International Participants 
1. Information for Session Moderators and Facilitators 

· EM Reports – http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA2011.asp - March 
1. March 4 

· College List – EM Programs – Stand-Alone Certificates – http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/emstandalone/  
1. Auburn University – Emergency Management for Government and the Public Sector Certificate Program 
1. Harvard Kennedy School – Crises Leadership in Higher Education 
1. Harvard Kennedy School – Leadership in Crisis Program 

· College List – HS Programs – Masters Certificates – http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/DHSMaster/certificate.asp 
1. California University of Pennsylvania – Master’s Degree in Legal Studies with Homeland Security Track 

· College List – Distance Learning – http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/dl/  
1. Auburn University – Emergency Management for Government and the Public Sector Certificate Program 
1. California University of Pennsylvania – Master’s Degree in Legal Studies with Homeland Security Track 

All comments concerning website materials should be emailed to Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  

14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference Update

· 14th Annual Emergency Management Hi Ed Conference is scheduled for June 6-9, 2011 at the National Emergency Training Center, Emmitsburg, MD.  Information will be posted at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp as it becomes available. 

· Conference invitations.  
· Complete, sign and date the conference application in section 21, return to NETC Admissions office by fax (301)447-1658 or mail at National Emergency Training Center, Office of Admissions, Room I- 216, 16825 S. Seton Ave, Emmetsburg, MD 21727.  
· Indicate in the top margin of the application if you do or do not need a room and the dates in order for NETC Housing to maximize use of dorm rooms.  Rooms are assigned on a first come basis.  
· All international attendees must have a security clearance.  Security clearances will take 8-12 weeks to complete.  I urge you to submit your application as soon as possible.  

· Call for Papers and Presentations 
14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference 

Theme: “Preparing for the Challenges of Emergency Management in 
Higher Education”

The Emergency Management Higher Education Conference will conceivably consist of 30-35 breakout sessions over a three-day period.  In an effort to ensure topics are of interest to the emergency management academic and practitioner community attending the conference we are asking interested individuals to submit abstracts for a topic they would be willing to present.  Abstract should be one page or less.  If you are planning to present with one or more individuals please include a list of names and contact information.  

Deadline: April 1, 2011

Abstracts should be submitted to Higher Education Program Assistant Barbara Johnson Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov or Shannon Cool, Shannon.Cool@associates.dhs.gov, Higher Education Program Staff.    
· Emergency Management Conference Student Volunteers and Faculty:

The 14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Program Conference is quickly approaching and we need your help in making the conference run smoothly.  We are seeking both undergraduate and graduate students currently enrolled in a college/university emergency management program to fulfill the position of student volunteer reorder/reporters
The main function of graduate students is to act as a recorder/reporter.  Recorder/reporter duties entail attending assigned breakout sessions, taking detailed notes of the assigned breakout sessions and creating a written summary report (4-5 pages) of the session’s salient details.  Graduate students will be assigned at least one report, but may be assigned up to three reports.

The main function of the undergraduate student volunteers is to help with various aspects of the conference i.e., passing around microphones, signing up conference attendants, and assisting breakout presenters with their logistical needs etcetera.  
If you are interested in the opportunity, please review the attached criteria and if you qualify, please contact the Volunteer Coordinator at Micheal.kemp@i-s-consulting.com with the following information:

Subject line:  FEMA HiEd Volunteer (Prospect)

1. Your name and contact information
2. Your level of study (Undergraduate, Graduate)
3. Faculty sponsors name and contact information

Shortly after receiving your message both you and your faculty representative will be contacted by the Volunteer Coordinator.

Note: Completion of the “Volunteer Prospect” process does not guarantee you will be selected as a volunteer coordinator.

Sincerely,

Micheal Kemp
Volunteer Coordinator
Micheal.kemp@i-s-consulting.com  
Phone-701.721.0796
(more information about the Student Volunteers positions can be found on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp) 

· Student Research Presentations: 

Each year a breakout session is scheduled for graduate and doctoral students to present research projects.  A short one page proposal should be submitted to Barbara (Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov) for consideration.  This is generally one of the more popular breakout sessions.  The conference itself is a great time to meet and network with people in the emergency management academic and practitioner world.  (Plus I am pretty sure you’ll have a great week.) 

College and University News: 
· North Dakota State University: 
Greetings, all!

I am delighted to announce that is time again for nominations for the Dr.
B. Wayne Blanchard Award for Academic Excellence in Emergency Management Higher Education sponsored by North Dakota State University. I have pasted below the nomination solicitation for this year's award.

Nominations are being accepted until March 21, 2011.  Nominations will be reviewed by the Award Committee and the recipient will be notified on or before April 9, 2011.

Previous winners of the Blanchard Award are: Dr. Thomas E. Drabek (2008), Claire Rubin (2009), and Dr. David McEntire (2010).

The nomination solicitation is being forwarded across various channels, my apologies if you receive it more than once.  Please feel free to forward it on to those who may be interested in submitting a nomination.  If you have questions about the award, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you in advance for helping us recognize academic excellence in emergency management higher education under the auspices of the Blanchard Award.

Carol Cwiak, J.D., Ph.D.
Department of Emergency Management
North Dakota State University
NDSU Dept. 2351
P.O. Box 6050
Fargo, ND 58108-6050
(701) 231-5847
carol.cwiak@ndsu.edu

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

North Dakota State University is proud to sponsor the Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard Award for Academic Excellence in Emergency Management Higher Education

To honor the contributions and spirit of excellence cultivated by Dr. B.Wayne Blanchard in emergency management higher education, North Dakota State University (NDSU) seeks nominations for an award it has created in his name to honor like contributions in the emergency management higher education community.

The Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard Award for Academic Excellence in Emergency Management Higher Education will annually honor the contributions of one esteemed member of the emergency management higher education community who has advanced emergency management higher education through his or her efforts.  NDSU is proud to support this award and appreciates its value as a mechanism by which the higher education community can recognize excellence within its own ranks.

Nominations can be submitted on behalf of oneself or others.  Nominations should be presented in a one page narrative that summarizes the contributions made to emergency management higher education by the nominated individual.  If pertinent and available, the CV of the nominee may also be presented with the nomination.  Nominations will be accepted via email from February 21, 2011 - March 21, 2011.  Nominations should be emailed to carol.cwiak@ndsu.edu.  A receipt confirmation email will be sent upon receipt of nominations.  Due to the international composition of the Award Committee, only email submissions will be considered.

The members of the Award Committee will review the nominations and notify the recipient on or before April 9, 2011.  The recipient will be presented a plaque commemorating the award at the Higher Education Conference in June (if recipient is unable to attend the conference the plaque will be mailed) and will have their photograph and biography featured on the Dr.
B. Wayne Blanchard Award for Academic Excellence in Emergency Management Higher Education web page located at www.ndsu.edu/emgt/blanchard_award/.

For questions about the award, contact Carol Cwiak at NDSU at carol.cwiak@ndsu.edu or (701)231-5847.

· CSU Council for Emergency Management and Homeland Security (CEMHS)

Dear CEMHS Colleagues,

Hope you are doing well! On 2.28.11, the CEMHS Bachelor’s Committee (led by Chair Curry Mayer, California Emergency Management Agency) held an initial design meeting on the structure and organization of a multi-campus consortium Bachelors Degree Program in “Emergency Management and Homeland Security” for California. It was a thrilling meeting; laying out the direction and first steps towards the curriculum and program development of EM-HS degree program and linkages with Associate and Masters Degree Programs. This e-mail describes a first sketch of the architecture of the “vertical track” of EM-HS degree programs discussed at the meeting. Thanks a bunch Curry, Committee Members, and Teleconference Participants for all their hard work and efforts. Here are some of the proposed program ideas: 

ASSOCIATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAMS

In terms of Associate programs, we spoke about developing a 12 unit lower division core of “foundational” academic courses that align with California S.B. 1440 (The Student Transfer Achievement Reform Act.) Following transfer model curriculum requirements will assist students transferring to four year schools. Additional lower division courses will be developed to complete Associate degree and certificate programs in EM-HS. (Thanks to Al Vasquez and Kevin Sampson for all their work and great ideas here!)   
Lower Division EM-HS Core: (12 units)   

Introduction to Emergency Management (3.0 units)
Introduction to Homeland Security (3.0 units)
Oral/Written Communication for EM-HS (3.0 units) 
4th Course: TBD (3.0 units)

BACHELOR of SCIENCE DEGREE PROGRAM IN “EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY” 

The proposed Bachelors Degree Program (in Emergency Management and Homeland Security) will be offered in an online format through a multi-campus consortium. The EM-HS Bachelor of Science Program has two options—an Emergency Management option and Homeland Security option. Students from both options take 12 units of “Common Core Upper Division Requirements.” Then EM or HS Students will take option specific Upper Division requirements, including the Professional Development (9.0 unit) sequence of courses that will be designed in collaboration with key agencies and partners. This includes internships, service learning, experiential learning, community projects, etc.     

Proposed Bachelor of Science Degree Requirements: Emergency Management and Homeland Security Major  

Lower Division Requirements: (12 units) Please see EM-HS Core Above
Upper Division Common Core: (12 units) Students from both options take a 12 unit sequence of EM-HS Core courses emphasizing common model curriculum subject areas. 

Upper Division Requirements: (18 units) Students in each option complete a three course (9.0 unit) sequence in their respective EM or HS Program Option. Students also complete a three course (9.0 unit) Professional Development sequence intended to “prepare EM/HS Specialists in the knowledge and skills necessary for the first day of the job (entry) and promotion.” This requirement to be developed in collaboration with key agencies and partners.

Electives: (9 units) Students will select from a list of recommended electives. (Relevant to EM-HS subject area).  

There are still a variety of conversations to have in the development of the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Bachelors Degree Program (and Proposal.) There is still the completion of the program overview, curriculum, courses, student learning outcomes, and navigating the approval process.  The steps in the academic planning process, including preparation of proposals, documentation of program need/student demand, program funding mechanisms, etc. Academic Program Planning information is found on the attached CSU Document. The next CEMHS Bachelor’s Committee Meeting will be held in April to prepare for the “big design meeting” (curriculum and proposal development) in Sacramento in late June. Hope you will be able to join us for these important meetings. 

Best Regards, Keith   

Keith Clement, Ph.D. 
Chair, University Undergraduate Curriculum Subcommittee
Director, HS Scientific Leadership Award Program 
Coordinator, Department Internships 
Planning Director, CSU Council for Emergency 
Management and Homeland Security (CEMHS)  
www.calstate.edu/cemhs 

· Auburn University Center for Governmental Services: 

The following online courses are being offered in 2011 by Auburn University’s Center for Governmental Services as a part of the Emergency Management for Government and Private Sector Certificate
Program:

 -- Key Elements of Critical Infrastructure Protection and Continuity
Post 9/11 and Post Katrina:   April 4 - May 1, 2011
 -- Planning and Preparedness for Homeland Security and Emergency
Management Post-9/11 and Post-Katrina:   June 13 - July 10, 2011
 -- Resource Management: August 8 - September 4, 2011
 -- Unmet Needs and Challenges: Some Key Challenges Facing Homeland
Security and Emergency Management Post 9/11 and Post Katrina:   October
3 - October 30, 2011

While the courses will be of particular interest to those already in practitioner or policy making roles, they will also be of interest to those preparing for such roles. Those developing and teaching homeland security and emergency management courses will also find the course of value.

The courses are taught in asynchronous time utilizing a wide assortment of reports, articles, videos, and other instructional material all accessible without cost online. For information concerning enrollment in this course, contact the Center for Governmental Services at (334)
844-1918 or see http://www.auburn.edu/outreach/cgs/  and click on Training and Professional Development.

[bookmark: s]Emergency Management and Homeland Security News: 

· Winter weather is creating havoc in parts of the United States.  Everyone needs to be prepared.  Check the FEMA website when preparing your home, car and work place for winter emergencies.  Important information can be found at http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/winter.html and http://www.fema.gov/.   

· Received from: Greta E. Marlatt; email: gmarlatt@nps.edu/; 
· New and/or Updated Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports:
· Assistance to Firefighters Program: Distribution of Fire Grant Funding. 24p. RL32341
· United States Fire Administration: An Overview. 9p. RS20071
· Center for a New American Strategy (CNAS)
· Social Networks, Privacy, and Freedom of Association: How Individual Rights Can Both Encourage and Reduce Uses of Personal Information 
http://app.mx3.americanprogressaction.org/e/er.aspx?s=785&lid=80073&elq=1009022da851407ba580e3c00d8f4142 
· Congress. House. Homeland Security Committee
· The President’s FY 2012 Budget Request for the Department of Homeland Security http://homeland.house.gov/hearing/rescheduled-hearing-%E2%80%9C-president%E2%80%99s-2012-budget-request-department-homeland-security%E2%80%9D
· Congress. Senate. Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee
· Preventing Abuse of the Military's Tuition Assistance Program http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Hearings.Hearing&Hearing_ID=60f1ee5f-2466-4134-9440-bade4daf5df2 
· Department of Education
· Handbook for Campus Safety and Security Reporting http://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/handbook-2.pdf 

· Learning Resource Center Update 
· This Week's Highlights 

· CEMR Network Broadcast: http://cemr-network.org/?xg_source=msg_mes_network

Notes from the Hi Ed Program:

· We are accepting news and events to be placed in our “Bits and Pieces” reports each week.  Let us know what emergency management or homeland security activities are happening at your college, university, and state or local emergency management office.  

Thank you and have a snappy weekend,

Barbara 

Barbara L. Johnson
Higher Education Program Assistant  
FEMA/EMI/NETC
Department of Homeland Security
16825 S. Seton Avenue, K016
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Ph: (301) 447-1452
Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

Emergency Management Institute 
A 60-Year Legacy of Training and Education in Emergency Management
“FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.”
