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Hi Ed Website (submitted today to webmaster for posting next week):

· 14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference - http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp 
1. Call For Papers and Presentations 

· EM Hi Ed Reports – http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp - Higher Ed Activity Report – 2011 
1. January 7 
1. January 14 

All comments concerning website materials should be emailed to Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  

14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference Update

· 14th Annual Emergency Management Hi Ed Conference is scheduled for June 6-9, 2011 at the National Emergency Training Center, Emmitsburg, MD.  Information will be posted at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp as it becomes available. 

· Conference invitation packages will go out the end of January/beginning of February.  All international attendees must have a security clearance.  Security clearances will take 8-12 weeks to complete.  

· Call for Papers and Presentations 
14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference 

Theme: “Preparing for the Challenges of Emergency Management in 
Higher Education”

The Emergency Management Higher Education Conference will conceivably consist of 30-35 breakout sessions over a three-day period.  In an effort to ensure topics are of interest to the emergency management academic and practitioner community attending the conference we are asking interested individuals to submit abstracts for a topic they would be willing to present.  Abstract should be one page or less.  If you are planning to present with one or more individuals please include a list of names and contact information.  

Abstracts should be submitted to Higher Education Program Assistant Barbara Johnson Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov or Shannon Cool, Shannon.Cool@associates.dhs.gov, Higher Education Program Staff.    
College and University News: 

· Nick Winter Memorial Scholarship Fund Award Competition for Undergraduate and Graduate Students

Deadline:  March 31, 2011

The ASFPM Foundation will grant a $2,000 scholarship for the 2011-2012 academic year to a full-time college junior or senior currently enrolled in an undergraduate program related to floodplain/stormwater management, or a student enrolled in a graduate program in a field related to floodplain/stormwater management.

Eligible applicants include current undergraduates in a four-year college program, applicants to a graduate program, or current graduate students.  Applicants must be enrolled in an accredited discipline include civil or environmental engineering, planning, emergency management, environmental sciences, or other disciplines with a demonstrable link to floodplain/stormwater management.

Applicants must complete a 2011-2012 Scholarship Application Form which can be downloaded from ASFPM’s website at:  

http://www.asfpmfoundation.org/winters.htm.  

Selection preference will be given to those applicants who demonstrate a history of civic or volunteer service, as well as a financial need (i.e. full-time students responsible for their own tuition), in addition to meeting the basic qualifications.  In order to be considered, the Scholarship Review Committee must receive a signed copy of the 2011-2012 Scholarship Application Form and a separate reference letter prior to the deadline of March 31, 2011.

Selection will be made prior to May 1, 2011.  Scholarship funds will be paid directly to the recipient’s college or university.

Applications and reference letter should be sent electronically to asfpm@floods.org.  
For questions regarding the scholarship, please contact Debbie Pond at asfpm@floods.org.

Dear Future Floodplain Manager:
The Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) and its 29 Chapters represent over
14,000 state and local officials and other professionals who are engaged in all aspects of
managing and mitigating flood risk while addressing the loss of life and property from
national hazards. In 1996, ASFPM established a 501(c) (3) tax exempt nonprofit
Foundation, whose vision is to be the recognized leader in developing and advancing
knowledge that promotes sound floodplain management policy and practice.
The ASFPM Foundation will grant a $2,000 scholarship for the 2011‐2012 academic year
to a full‐time college junior or senior who is currently enrolled in an undergraduate
program related to floodplain/stormwater management, or a student enrolled in a
graduate program in a field related to floodplain/stormwater management. See the
attached document for complete details.
For questions regarding the scholarship, please contact Debbie Pond at
asfpm@floods.org. We wish the best of luck to all applicants.
Sincerely,
Scott A. Edelman, P.E.
ASFPM Foundation President

· PERISHIP Dissertation Fellowships

Ph.D. students are invited to apply for the 2011 PERISHIP dissertation awards. The deadline to apply for the Dissertation Fellowship Program in Hazards, Risks, and Disasters is Monday, February 1, at 5 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. Ph.D. students will receive up to $10,000 to support interdisciplinary dissertation work. The program assists top scholars in completing hazards dissertation work in natural and physical sciences,
social and behavioral sciences, and engineering, and in interdisciplinary programs such as
environmental studies. The PERISHIP Fellowship is administered by a partnership between the Natural Hazards Center and the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) with funding from Swiss Re and the National Science Foundation. For more information on the program and application guidelines, visit the PERISHIP Web site
at http://clas.ucdenver.edu/periship/.  

[bookmark: s]Emergency Management and Homeland Security News: 

· Winter weather is creating havoc in parts of the United States.  Everyone needs to be prepared.  Check the FEMA website when preparing your home, car and work place for winter emergencies.  Important information can be found at http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/winter.html and http://www.fema.gov/.   

· FEMA Announcement 

New Registration Initiative for Citizen Corps Councils and CERT Programs Begins January 25th 
FEMA is asking all new and existing local Citizen Corps Councils and Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Programs to register on the National Citizen Corps and CERT websites.  FEMA has two improved online registries that will demonstrate community readiness efforts of local Citizen Corps Councils and CERT Programs.  

The Citizen Corps Council registry will collect information for each registered Council to highlight: 
  
o    Community partnerships and activities among government and civic leaders 
o    Integration of non-governmental resources into government plans and protocols 
o    Local efforts to improve personal and organizational preparedness (such as training and education) 
o    Volunteer programs and volunteer disaster response activities 
o    Identified needs and resources required to support local initiatives 
    
This effort will recognize the tremendous work accomplished to date and serve as a baseline for future individual and community preparedness and resiliency projects. 
  
Every Citizen Corps Council and CERT Program is required to register if they wish to have a listing in the Citizen Corps and CERT directory on the National Citizen Corps and CERT Program websites.  Please note that only Citizen Corps Councils and CERT Programs may register. The registry is not for individual CERT Teams that are organized within a CERT Program. 
  
More information and guidance documents for registration are available on the Councils and CERT Program registration support pages located at http://www.citizencorps.gov/councils/registry.shtm and http://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/registry.shtm. The websites provide a registration fact-sheet, registration questions and contact information for technical assistance and support. 
  
For Citizen Corps Councils and CERT Programs ONLY 
We thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this important and valuable effort.  If you haven’t already, please visit the Citizen Corps Council and CERT Program registration support pages located at http://www.citizencorps.gov/councils/registry.shtm and http://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/registry.shtm.  We’ve provided you with resources that will help guide you through the new registration process and contact information should you have technical difficulties or have a programmatic inquiry and need to reach an expert.  We encourage you to review and print the questions for the Citizen Corps and CERT registries prior to system going live on January 25th, 2011 so that you may collect information in advance if needed. 

Next week we are offering a series of webinars to walk Citizen Corps Councils and CERT Programs through the updated system and to allow users to ask questions.  Do not worry if you can’t make one or both offerings, all webinars will be recorded and posted to the registration support web pages after live sessions occur.  Please note that you will only be able to access the webinar 15 minutes prior to show time. 
  
Webinar for State Citizen Corps Councils and CERT Program Coordinators 
Monday, January 24th 2011 at 2:00 – 3:00 PM EDT 
Webinar access: https://connect.hsin.gov/registry  

First Offering: Webinars for local Citizen Corps Councils and CERT Programs 
Citizen Corps Councils: Tuesday, January 25th 2011 at 1:00 – 2:00 PM EDT 
CERT Programs:  Tuesday, January 25th 2011 at 3:00 – 4:00 PM EDT 
Webinar Access: https://connect.hsin.gov/registry 

Second Offering: Webinars for local Citizen Corps Councils and CERT Programs 
Citizen Corps Councils: Wednesday, January 26th 2011 at 1:00 – 2:00 PM EDT 
CERT Programs:  Wednesday, January 26th 2011 at 3:00 – 4:00 PM EDT 
Webinar Access: https://connect.hsin.gov/registry 
  
Sincerely, 

The National Office of Citizen Corps 
FEMA Individual & Community Preparedness Division 

· Arthur Rabjohn, IAEM Europa: 
IAEM Europa invites all civil protection and emergency management professionals to take up the opportunity being offered to attend their profession’s networking event of 2011. In partnership with Mack Brooks and ASMII we hope to deliver the first EMEC (Emergency Management Expo and Conference) Europa and establish it as an annual event for our members and fellow professionals. 

We are pleased to be able to launch our Annual Conference alongside inter airport Europe this year, giving attendees added value of access to Europe's largest airport infrastructure and operations trade show. Our three breakout themes of Transport, Environment and EM as a Profession will have a number of linkages to the aviation sector but will not focus solely upon that area of emergency management. 

Attendees will have the opportunity to visit our EMEC Pavilion within the trade show halls and we meet a number of sponsors at the leading edge of supporting emergency management. Attendees will see some of the latest technical, academic and service orientated emergency management offerings from both the public and private sectors.

More Information can be found at http://www.emec-europa.com/  

· Public Entity Risk Institute: 

PERI’s January newsletter is available here: https://www.riskinstitute.org/peri/content/view/1000/5/
About PERI: The Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) is a nonprofit research institute that develops risk management education and training resources for local governments, school districts, small businesses, nonprofits and others. PERI’s website serves as a clearinghouse and library with information on a wide range of topics including disaster preparedness, response, and recovery; public health and safety; land use and planning; environmental liability; risk financing and insurance; technology risks; and workers’ compensation. To learn more about publications and services available from PERI, go to www.riskinstitute.org.

· Curriculum Mapping FRAMING STATEMENT

At the FEMA Higher Education conference in June of 2010 a number of people started discussing the possibility of finding a “different” way to define and identify someone with an undergraduate degree in Emergency Management by focusing on what new knowledge and skills that they have gained as a result of completing the degree. The idea was to build upon the foundation that the “Principles of Emergency Management” had established, and leverage the lessons learned from the significant amount of work that had gone on at earlier Higher Education conferences in the last six years
A more formal meeting was convened in October of 2010 at EMI. The participants in the round table agreed that while there are many ways to approach the topic, and many variations in degree programs, the group would concentrate on one relatively narrow, but still extremely complex, goal: Create a working document that defines what the Emergency Management hiring community, should expect/look for in someone who has been granted such a degree. The task is daunting so the focus is limited to the pure undergraduate Emergency Management program/degree. The group recognized that there are not only variations in the basic program but that there are Homeland Security degree programs as well as many blended Emergency Management and Homeland Security degree programs. The task is gargantuan even when restricting the focus to a bedrock Emergency Management degree: The focus here is on what should be expected of an individual who has earned an undergraduate degree in Emergency Management. 

This is not a document designed to asses programs or judge program content, structure, rigor, or design!  It is more focused on outcomes of an undergraduate degree program. Program evaluation is beyond the scope of the work effort.
This document that we have produced is a starting point for discussion – nothing more this is a living and dynamic process/document. As a group we will begin to flesh this out and refine it in the coming months. To make this a useful document, we do need to capture the thoughts of many more professionals which means that we need your constructive inputs and we encourage everyone who has a vested interest to contribute. There are just three key points we would like to stress:

1. There is an imperative to promulgate an initial document in a reasonable amount of time.
2. There can only be a limited number of defining elements in such a work.

Constructive inputs and comments are solicited and desired; please comment early and often. Address all comments to:  Bob Jaffin at hazmatgo@metrocast.net but please make sure to cc Barbara Johnson at barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov

· [bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK2]The HBCU Conference hosted by Alabama State University

Where: Alabama State University, Montgomery, Alabama
When:  March 7-10, 2011
The goals of the conference are to enable attendees the opportunity to learn about business development, entrepreneurship, grants, contracting and fellowships, with a special focus in the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) disciplines.  
   
Who is this conference for?
The first Annual Alabama State University HBCU Conference is structured to provide best practices and innovation which will include participants from the following industries:
· federal, state, and local agencies
· corporations
· small businesses
· government officials 
· higher education community, including its faculty, students, and alumni

For more information:
Visit the website at www.asu-hbcu.org

Point of contacts:
Ken Tolson 
Office: (301) 583-3500 x 237
Email: ktolson@dstincorporated.com
 
Tammi Thomas
Office: (301) 583-3500 x 239
Cell: (301) 741-1647
Email: TThomas@dstincorporated.com
 
Errol Bennett
Office: (301) 583-3500 x 235
Email: EBennett@dstincorporated.com 
 
Joyce S. Pearson
Office: (334) 834-1144 x 1146
Cell: (334) 222-2503
Email: japearson2@earthlink.net 
 
Deborah Scott Thomas
President & CEO Data Solutions & Technology
Office: (301) 583-3500
Email: Deborah.Scott.Thomas@DSTIncorporated.com

· Received from: Greta E. Marlatt; email: gmarlatt@nps.edu/; 
· New and/or Updated Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports:
· Homeland Security Department: FY2011 Appropriations. 85p. R41189
· Visa Security Policy: Roles of the Departments of State and Homeland Security. 24p. R41093
· Federalism Issues in Surface Transportation Policy: Past and Present. 39p. R40431
· Congress. House. Homeland Security Committee 
· Compilation of Homeland Security Related Executive Orders (EO 4601 through EO 13528) (1927-2009) http://www.fas.org/irp/offdocs/eo/homesec.pdf 
· Homeland Security & Defense Business Council
· Critical Infrastructure Protection: Are We Ready for the Day Before Tomorrow? 
http://homelandcouncil.org/the-91011-project-critical-infrastructure-protection.html 
· Hudson Institute
· Heading Off the Next Pandemic http://www.hudson.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=publication_details&id=7634 
· National Defense University Press
· Partnership for the Americas: Western Hemisphere Strategy and U.S. Southern Command http://www.ndu.edu/press/lib/pdf/books/stavridis.pdf  
· RAND
· Involving the Public Healthcare Policy: An Update of the Research Evidence and Proposed Evaluation Framework http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/technical_reports/2010/RAND_TR850.pdf 

· Learning Resource Center Update 
Current Awareness: Weekly News Roundups - Just updated 
1. All-Hazards News and Information:  http://www.lrc.fema.gov/news_allhaz.html 
1. Fire Prevention in the News :  http://www.lrc.fema.gov/news_fireprev.html   
LRC RSS Feed Digest: 
Follow LRC updates: http://www.lrc.fema.gov/news.xml   

Browse past weeks new additions at: http://www.lrc.fema.gov/newtitles1.html   

· CEMR Network Broadcast: http://cemr-network.org/?xg_source=msg_mes_network

Notes from the Hi Ed Program:

· Dr. Wayne Blanchard, former Higher Education Program Manager, retired September 30, 2010.   He no longer has access to FEMA email or voice mail messages.  If you would like to contact him please send an email to me at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  I will forward your email to Dr. Blanchard. 

· We are accepting news and events to be placed in our “Bits and Pieces” reports each week.  Let us know what emergency management or homeland security activities are happening at your college, university, and state or local emergency management office.  

Thank you and enjoy the “nice” weather this weekend,

Barbara 

Barbara L. Johnson
Higher Education Program Assistant  
FEMA/EMI/NETC
Department of Homeland Security
16825 S. Seton Avenue, K016
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Ph: (301) 447-1452
Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

Emergency Management Institute 
A 60-Year Legacy of Training and Education in Emergency Management
“FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.”
