FEMA’s Higher Education Program Bits and Pieces  
 
National Emergency Training Center, Emmitsburg, MD
 
14 January 2011


Hi Ed Website (submitted today to webmaster for posting next week):
 
· Free College Courses, Textbooks, Materials – Courses Completed – Social Vulnerability Approach to Disasters – Additional Social Vulnerability Course Materials - 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/socialvulAdd.asp 
· AARP.  We Can Do Better:  Lessons Learned for Protecting Older Persons In Disasters.  Washington, DC:  AARP, May 2006, 88 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.aarp.org/home-garden/livable-communities/info-2006/better.html (website correction) 
· Ballen, Debra. “Vulnerable Populations.” The Institute For Business & Home Safety: March  2009, 4 pages.  (new addition) 
· Sutherland, Daniel.  “Remarks at the National Hurricane Conference, April 14, 2006 by Daniel W. Sutherland, Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.”  Accessed at: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/socialvulAdd.asp (website correction)

· College List – EM Programs - Stand-Alone Certificates – http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/emstandalone/  
· Western Washington University – Online Certificate in Emergency Management 

· College List – EM Programs – Institutions Offering One or More Courses - http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/EMInsOneOrMore/  
· Bucks County Community College – 57 One Day Training Courses for Emergency Management Professionals and an IT Security Specialist Laboratory  Training Program 

· College List – Related – Graduate Programs – http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/RelatedGrad/ 
· George Washington University – Master of Professional Studies and Graduate Certificates in  Security and Safety Leadership 

· College List – Distance Learning – http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/dl/ 
· Western Washington University – Online Certificate in Emergency Management 

All comments concerning website materials should be emailed to Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  

14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference Update

· 14th Annual Emergency Management Hi Ed Conference is scheduled for June 6-9, 2011 at the National Emergency Training Center, Emmitsburg, MD.  Information will be posted at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp as it becomes available. 

· Conference invitation packages will go out the end of January/beginning of February.  All international attendees must have a security clearance.  Security clearances will take 8-12 weeks to complete.  

· Call for Papers and Presentations 
14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference 

Theme: “Preparing for the Challenges of Emergency Management in 
Higher Education”

The Emergency Management Higher Education Conference will conceivably consist of 30-35 breakout sessions over a three-day period.  In an effort to ensure topics are of interest to the emergency management academic and practitioner community attending the conference we are asking interested individuals to submit abstracts for a topic they would be willing to present.  Abstract should be one page or less.  If you are planning to present with one or more individuals please include a list of names and contact information.  

Abstracts should be submitted to Higher Education Program Assistant Barbara Johnson Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov or Shannon Cool, Shannon.Cool@associates.dhs.gov, Higher Education Program Staff.    
College and University News: 

· Nick Winter Memorial Scholarship Fund Award Competition for Undergraduate and Graduate Students

Deadline:  March 31, 2011

The ASFPM Foundation will grant a $2,000 scholarship for the 2011-2012 academic year to a full-time college junior or senior currently enrolled in an undergraduate program related to floodplain/stormwater management, or a student enrolled in a graduate program in a field related to floodplain/stormwater management.

Eligible applicants include current undergraduates in a four-year college program, applicants to a graduate program, or current graduate students.  Applicants must be enrolled in an accredited discipline include civil or environmental engineering, planning, emergency management, environmental sciences, or other disciplines with a demonstrable link to floodplain/stormwater management.

Applicants must complete a 2011-2012 Scholarship Application Form which can be downloaded from ASFPM’s website at:  

http://www.asfpmfoundation.org/winters.htm.  

Selection preference will be given to those applicants who demonstrate a history of civic or volunteer service, as well as a financial need (i.e. full-time students responsible for their own tuition), in addition to meeting the basic qualifications.  In order to be considered, the Scholarship Review Committee must receive a signed copy of the 2011-2012 Scholarship Application Form and a separate reference letter prior to the deadline of March 31, 2011.

Selection will be made prior to May 1, 2011.  Scholarship funds will be paid directly to the recipient’s college or university.

Applications and reference letter should be sent electronically to asfpm@floods.org.  
For questions regarding the scholarship, please contact Debbie Pond at asfpm@floods.org.

Dear Future Floodplain Manager:
The Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) and its 29 Chapters represent over
14,000 state and local officials and other professionals who are engaged in all aspects of
managing and mitigating flood risk while addressing the loss of life and property from
national hazards. In 1996, ASFPM established a 501(c) (3) tax exempt nonprofit
Foundation, whose vision is to be the recognized leader in developing and advancing
knowledge that promotes sound floodplain management policy and practice.
The ASFPM Foundation will grant a $2,000 scholarship for the 2011‐2012 academic year
to a full‐time college junior or senior who is currently enrolled in an undergraduate
program related to floodplain/stormwater management, or a student enrolled in a
graduate program in a field related to floodplain/stormwater management. See the
attached document for complete details.
For questions regarding the scholarship, please contact Debbie Pond at
asfpm@floods.org. We wish the best of luck to all applicants.
Sincerely,
Scott A. Edelman, P.E.
ASFPM Foundation President

· George Washington University – Master of Professional Studies and Graduate Certificates in the Field of Security and Safety Management 
Melinda Hull, MSW, mhull@gwu.edu
Senior Education Specialist
Graduate Education Center

We just enrolled our 4th cohort of students in January for the program in Arlington, VA.  In addition to the Arlington, VA cohort program, the Security and Safety Leadership suite of programs is offered face-to-face in both Hampton Roads, VA and on the Mediterranean island of Cyprus.  GW also offers these programs entirely online for professionals located outside these geographic regions.  For more information, please visit www.nearyou.gwu.edu/ssl or call Melinda Hull at (703) 248-6208.

Melinda Hull, MSW
Senior Education Specialist
The George Washington University
Graduate Education Center
www.gwu.edu/offcampusprograms

*(The GWU program above is posted to the Higher Education college list “Related” section) 

· Khalifa University of Science, Technology, and Research

Khalifa University of Science, Technology, and Research, located in Abu Dhabi, invites applications to fill a full-time faculty position in the field of emergency management.  The position, based in Khalifa University’s new Institute for International and Civil Security, will start in June or July, 2011. Rank is open, and compensation will be commensurate with the applicant’s qualifications and experience.  Khalifa University is a co-educational institution serving students from the United Arab Emirates, the broader Middle East, and beyond.  All classes and other campus activities are conducted in English.

The Institute plans to offer a world-class education, with an emphasis on Middle East security and civil (i.e., “homeland”) security.  A Master of Arts degree program will be launched in Spring 2011, with undergraduate, Ph.D., and specialized professional programs under development.

Candidates will have earned a doctorate in Emergency Management or Engineering.  Exceptions can be made for candidates with Ph.D.s in other fields, provided they have substantial academic and/or professional experience in the field of emergency management.  Candidates who combine relevant Masters Degrees with strong professional, academic and research backgrounds may also be considered.

The candidate should be prepared to teach introductory graduate level courses that address all phases of comprehensive integrated all-hazards emergency management (preparedness, mitigation, prevention, protection, response, continuity and recovery).  They should also offer expertise in one or more of the following: natural and human-caused hazards assessment and risk analysis; hazard mitigation; disaster planning and exercises; continuity of government operations, business continuity; crisis management; disaster/crisis operations and consequence management; international and comparative emergency management.

Applicants must demonstrate a capacity for excellence in teaching and research.  The teaching load will be four courses per year, with possible reductions based on involvement in research projects, workshops, curriculum development, and other professional activities.  The position will also include advising and mentoring students from the United Arab Emirates, as well as students from the region and beyond. 

Candidates should have sufficient breadth and creativity to contribute to curriculum development relevant to the U.A.E., the Gulf, and the broader Middle East. Expertise and/or experience in the region, while not necessary, is desirable.

Khalifa University offers highly competitive salary and benefits packages.

Applicants should submit a cover letter describing their qualifications and research agenda, a curriculum vitae, and a writing sample (of article or book chapter length).  Applications at the assistant professor level should include three letters of recommendation.  For higher ranks, applications should include the names of at least three references with contact information. For full consideration applications should be received by March 1.  All application materials should be e-mailed to Regina Nockerts (regina.nockerts@kustar.ac.ae).

Regina Nockerts
Administrative Manager, Institute for International and Civil Security
Khalifa University of Science, Technology & Research (KUSTAR)
P.O.Box 127788, Abu Dhabi, UAE
E: regina.nockerts@kustar.ac.ae  
T: +971-(0)2-4018082
F: +971-(0)2-4472442

· PERISHIP Dissertation Fellowships

Ph.D. students are invited to apply for the 2011 PERISHIP dissertation awards. The deadline to apply for the Dissertation Fellowship Program in Hazards, Risks, and Disasters is Monday, February 1, at 5 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. Ph.D. students will receive up to $10,000 to support interdisciplinary dissertation work. The program assists top scholars in completing hazards dissertation work in natural and physical sciences,
social and behavioral sciences, and engineering, and in interdisciplinary programs such as
environmental studies. The PERISHIP Fellowship is administered by a partnership between the Natural Hazards Center and the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) with funding from Swiss Re and the National Science Foundation. For more information on the program and application guidelines, visit the PERISHIP Web site
at http://clas.ucdenver.edu/periship/.  

· Public Entity Risk Institute: 
Claire Lee Reiss, J.D., ARM, CPCU
Interim Executive Director
www.riskinstitute.org 

2010 was a year of transition for PERI.  Gerry Hoetmer, PERI’s founding executive director, retired in September.  Gerry had led PERI from the time of its creation in 1997.  PERI’s Board of Directors appreciates Gerry’s many years of service, and the Board and staff wish him well in his retirement and future endeavors. 

Following Gerry’s resignation, the Board of Directors appointed me as Interim Executive Director.  For those of you who do not know me, I have been with PERI since 1999, serving as its Deputy Executive Director and General Counsel since 2003.  I am an attorney and risk manager by training and experience, admitted to practice law in Virginia and the District of Columbia.  I also hold the professional designations of Associate in Risk Management (ARM) and Chartered Property and Casualty Underwriter (CPCU).  My complete professional biography is available on PERI’s web site, along with those of PERI’s other staff.

PERI’s January newsletter is available here: https://www.riskinstitute.org/peri/content/view/1000/5/
About PERI: The Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) is a nonprofit research institute that develops risk management education and training resources for local governments, school districts, small businesses, nonprofits and others. PERI’s website serves as a clearinghouse and library with information on a wide range of topics including disaster preparedness, response, and recovery; public health and safety; land use and planning; environmental liability; risk financing and insurance; technology risks; and workers’ compensation. To learn more about publications and services available from PERI, go to www.riskinstitute.org.
[bookmark: s]Emergency Management and Homeland Security News: 

· Winter weather is creating havoc in parts of the United States.  Everyone needs to be prepared.  Check the FEMA website when preparing your home, car and work place for winter emergencies.  Important information can be found at http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/winter.html and http://www.fema.gov/.    

· Arthur Rabjohn, IAEM Europa: 
IAEM Europa invites all civil protection and emergency management professionals to take up the opportunity being offered to attend their profession’s networking event of 2011. In partnership with Mack Brooks and ASMII we hope to deliver the first EMEC (Emergency Management Expo and Conference) Europa and establish it as an annual event for our members and fellow professionals. 

We are pleased to be able to launch our Annual Conference alongside inter airport Europe this year, giving attendees added value of access to Europe's largest airport infrastructure and operations trade show. Our three breakout themes of Transport, Environment and EM as a Profession will have a number of linkages to the aviation sector but will not focus solely upon that area of emergency management. 

Attendees will have the opportunity to visit our EMEC Pavilion within the trade show halls and we meet a number of sponsors at the leading edge of supporting emergency management. Attendees will see some of the latest technical, academic and service orientated emergency management offerings from both the public and private sectors.

More Information can be found at http://www.emec-europa.com/  

· Curriculum Mapping FRAMING STATEMENT

At the FEMA Higher Education conference in June of 2010 a number of people started discussing the possibility of finding a “different” way to define and identify someone with an undergraduate degree in Emergency Management by focusing on what new knowledge and skills that they have gained as a result of completing the degree. The idea was to build upon the foundation that the “Principles of Emergency Management” had established, and leverage the lessons learned from the significant amount of work that had gone on at earlier Higher Education conferences in the last six years
A more formal meeting was convened in October of 2010 at EMI. The participants in the round table agreed that while there are many ways to approach the topic, and many variations in degree programs, the group would concentrate on one relatively narrow, but still extremely complex, goal: Create a working document that defines what the Emergency Management hiring community, should expect/look for in someone who has been granted such a degree. The task is daunting so the focus is limited to the pure undergraduate Emergency Management program/degree. The group recognized that there are not only variations in the basic program but that there are Homeland Security degree programs as well as many blended Emergency Management and Homeland Security degree programs. The task is gargantuan even when restricting the focus to a bedrock Emergency Management degree: The focus here is on what should be expected of an individual who has earned an undergraduate degree in Emergency Management. 

This is not a document designed to asses programs or judge program content, structure, rigor, or design!  It is more focused on outcomes of an undergraduate degree program. Program evaluation is beyond the scope of the work effort.
This document that we have produced is a starting point for discussion – nothing more this is a living and dynamic process/document. As a group we will begin to flesh this out and refine it in the coming months. To make this a useful document, we do need to capture the thoughts of many more professionals which means that we need your constructive inputs and we encourage everyone who has a vested interest to contribute. There are just three key points we would like to stress:

1. There is an imperative to promulgate an initial document in a reasonable amount of time.
2. There can only be a limited number of defining elements in such a work.

Constructive inputs and comments are solicited and desired; please comment early and often. Address all comments to:  Bob Jaffin at hazmatgo@metrocast.net but please make sure to cc Barbara Johnson at barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov

· CALL FOR PAPERS 

Workshop on Connecting Engineering Applications and Disaster Management 
24th Canadian Conference on Electrical and Computer Engineering - IEEE/CCECE 2011
May 8-11, 2011, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada 

Minimizing the risks and consequences of large-scale disasters is a key concern for a green future. Green future is also related to continuous human and social development and, therefore, working to minimize risks and consequences of unexpected large-area harmful events (e.g., forest fires, ruptured oil lines after an earthquake). The increasing complexity and interdependence of critical infrastructures demand more interdisciplinary initiatives. These have the potential of supporting disaster management by bringing technological and operational innovations to bear.

The primary aim of the workshop is to promote an interdisciplinary forum for researchers and practitioners to discuss technologies and integrated solutions in all phases of disaster management: from prevention (e.g., risk mitigation) and protection (e.g., preparedness) to response and recovery. This workshop will open the door for further initiatives and collaboration related to engineering applications for disaster management. 

Submissions from academics, consultants, and practitioners are strongly encouraged. Detailed information and the list of topics to be covered can be viewed on http://publish.uwo.ca/~acunha3/cedm.htm. 
 
Important dates:

· Abstracts must be received by: Friday January 21, 2011

· Notification of abstract acceptance will be sent out by: Friday January 28, 2011

· Full length paper must be received by: Friday February 18, 2011

· Notification of paper acceptance will be sent out by: Friday February 25, 2011

· Author’s Registration Deadline: Friday March 4, 2011

· Received from: Greta E. Marlatt; email: gmarlatt@nps.edu/; 
· New and/or Updated Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports:
· Comparison of the Current World Trade Center Medical Monitoring and Treatment Program and the World Trade Center Health Program Proposed by Title I of H.R. 847. 14p. R41292
· Terrorism and Security Issues Facing the Water Infrastructure Sector. 21p. RL32189
· The Emergency Alert System (EAS) and All-Hazard Warnings. 14p. RL32527
· Ricin: Technical Background and Potential Role in Terrorism. 8p. RS21383
· Department of Homeland Security Inspector General
· OIG-11-21 - Management Advisory Report: Recoupment of Improper Disaster Assistance http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_11-21_Dec10.pdf 
· European Interagency Security Form // Security Management Initiative
· Is Terrorism an Issue for Humanitarian Agencies? http://www.securitymanagementinitiative.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=394&Itemid=&lang=en 
· Institute of Strategic Research at the Ecole Militaire
· The Comprehensive Approach to Civil-military Crisis Management: A Critical Analysis and Perspective http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/IRSEM_TheComprehensiveApproachtoCivilMilitaryCrisisManagement.pdf   

· Learning Resource Center Update 
Current Awareness: Weekly News Roundups - Just updated 
1. All-Hazards News and Information:  http://www.lrc.fema.gov/news_allhaz.html 
1. Fire Prevention in the News :  http://www.lrc.fema.gov/news_fireprev.html   
LRC RSS Feed Digest: 
Follow LRC updates: http://www.lrc.fema.gov/news.xml   

Browse past weeks new additions at: http://www.lrc.fema.gov/newtitles1.html   

· CEMR Network Broadcast: http://cemr-network.org/?xg_source=msg_mes_network

· California State University, Fresno
Keith Clement, Ph.D. 
Chair, University U/G Curriculum Subcommittee
Director, Graduate Homeland Security Program 
kclement@csufresno.edu 

Good Morning Colleagues,

Hope you enjoyed the Holidays and the Winter Break!  The first few weeks of January is an excellent time to review CSU Council for Emergency Management and Homeland Security (CEMHS) organizational accomplishments in 2010 and relate them to the furtherance of our goals and objectives in 2011. These are exciting days as we near a “tipping point” in developing a coordinated and linked educational model for state-level emergency management (EM) and homeland security (HS) academic programs at the K-12 and Postsecondary Education levels. Current budgetary challenges coupled with the critical nature of the subject suggest that the quicker we can develop a strategic (and feasible) solution for EM-HS academic programs, the better off we are going to be relative to teaching/educating/researching on prevention, preparation, response and recovery from threats and emergencies. And it is exceptionally important to ensure these programs are linked, seamless, and standardized.    

Last year was a tremendous year for CEMHS. We received a grant from the California Emergency Management and Agency to support the writing of the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Education and Training Strategic Initiative. The primary purpose of the Strategic Initiative is to prepare an academic plan, structural framework, and blueprint for EM-HS academic programs. Blueprints take the form of “templates” and “best practices” for a replicable model curriculum for utilization by campuses interested in developing and offering these programs and courses. 

Towards the objective of designing relevant EM-HS programs, we spent last year collecting information and feedback from subject matter experts on current programmatic needs, objectives, and details for EM-HS academic programs (K-12 Education, Associates, Bachelors, Masters, Doctoral, and Training/Certificates) and what these programs “should” look like. This first phase of inquiry was conducted at the California EM-HS Education and Training Summit at the CSU Chancellor’s Office in Long Beach (10/25). One valuable purpose of the Summit was to gather key stakeholders and partners together and strategize and coordinate a comprehensive plan to develop and enhance EM-HS education, training, and research opportunities for all levels of educational attainment. Chairs, Coordinators, Directors, and Representatives from all EM-HS academic programs in California were in attendance.  

The next phase of our work (2011) involves the writing of the EM-HS Strategic Initiative Final Report. The comprehensive report begins by defining key terms and concepts. What are the foundational goals of these programs, types of content and curriculum to focus upon; professional values and norms we “ought to” be emphasizing in these programs? Building upon this material, we can then proceed directly to the specific details of pedagogy, content, and expectations for each level of EM-HS education and training. More information will be provided shortly to the CEMHS Planning Committee as to our timetable, scope of activity, and potential funding sources to support the development of these programs and student/faculty support. For those interested in participating/contributing to the drafting of the EM-HS Education and Training Strategic, please let me know and we will make sure you get on the Planning Committee.  

Best regards, Keith

Keith Clement, Ph.D.

· FEMA Independent Study (http://www.training.fema.gov/IS/) 
New IS Courses
· IS-235.a – Emergency Planning 
· IS-240.a – Leadership & Influence 
· IS-241.a – Decision Making and Problem Solving 
· IS-242.a – Effective Communication 

Notes from the Hi Ed Program:

· Dr. Wayne Blanchard, former Higher Education Program Manager, retired September 30, 2010.   He no longer has access to FEMA email or voice mail messages.  If you would like to contact him please send an email to me at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  I will forward your email to Dr. Blanchard. 

· We are accepting news and events to be placed in our “Bits and Pieces” reports each week.  Let us know what emergency management or homeland security activities are happening at your college, university, and state or local emergency management office.  

Thank you and have a great weekend,   

Barbara 

Barbara L. Johnson
Higher Education Program Assistant  
FEMA/EMI/NETC
Department of Homeland Security
16825 S. Seton Avenue, K016
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Ph: (301) 447-1452
Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

Emergency Management Institute 
A 60-Year Legacy of Training and Education in Emergency Management
“FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.”
