September 3, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program “Notes of the Day”

(1)  Fire and Water Do Mix! 
U.S. Fire Administration.  Special Report:  Fire Departments and Maritime Interface Area Preparedness (USFA-TR-165).  Emmitsburg, MD:  USFA/FEMA, August 2009, 41 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/tr_165.pdf 

From Introduction: 

Waterfronts, where commercial, industrial, and recreational activities are established, are part of our critical infrastructure. They are facilities, systems, and networks essential to the health, safety, and economic well-being of the United States. These maritime interface areas are protected by the local emergency services agencies, the U.S. Coast Guard, and sometimes, industrial fire brigades. 

This report addresses fire department preparedness for incidents in maritime areas and the importance of establishing a multiagency response capability that includes law enforcement, the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), port authorities, the private sector, and emergency management agencies. Stakeholders in maritime emergency preparedness include Federal, State, and local governments as well as commer​cial private-sector entities and labor organizations. In many communities, these stakeholders only recently have begun working together for disaster preparedness and emergency response planning. 

(2)  Homeland Security Strategy: 
Palin, Philip.  “Finding a Frame that Fits the Whole World.” Homeland Security Watch, filed under “Strategy,” September 2, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.hlswatch.com/2009/09/02/finding-a-frame-that-fits-the-whole-world/ 

(3)  Influenza: 
United Kingdom, Department of Health.  Swine Flu: UK Planning Assumptions.  UK DH, September 3, 2009, 8 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104844 

(4)  Institute for Business & Home Safety Disaster Safety Monthly Available Now: 
http://instituteforbusinesshomesafety.createsend2.com/T/ViewEmail/r/8885AC10D0A4E9E7/FFBB3955ABB83A9FC67FD2F38AC4859C 

(5)  National Infrastructure Advisory Council Report on Dealing with Disasters: 
National Infrastructure Advisory Council.  Framework for Dealing with Disasters and Related Interdependencies:  Final Report and Recommendations.  Wash., DC:  NIAC, July 14, 2009, 57 pp. At:  http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/niac/niac_framework_dealing_with_disasters.pdf 

(6)  Principles of Emergency Management Independent Study Course (IS 230) Revision: 

Spent half of the day on Sep 2nd meeting with three venders – each making presentations on their abilities to revise the current EMI IS 230 if awarded a contract.  This is called here a “Bake-off.” Much of the morning spent in communicating with two other EMI staff who were present and with the Office of Personnel Management Program Manager responsible for the selection of these three venders to participate in the “Bake-off.”  After reflection upon the presentations yesterday and evaluation sheet scorings, a review of leave-behind material, and communication with those present, a selection from amongst the three venders will be made and a contract awarded. 

A primary task of the vender chosen will be to take the current Principles of EM IS 230 – at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is230.asp -- and revise the course in a way that is informed by and in conformity with the Principles of Emergency Management Higher Education Program college course, currently nearing the end of a two-year developmental program.  It is necessary as well, to update the course in recognition of on-going developments within the profession and discipline of Emergency Management.  

Draft products of the Principles of EM College Course can be accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/principlesofemergencymanagement.asp 

Next step after contract award will be to meet with the vender selected – contract award meeting.  Rooms have been reserved for a Focus Group meeting here at EMI in early October, wherein representatives of stakeholder organizations will meet with us and the contract team in order to attempt to better position the vender toward successful Project Work Plan and Time Line development – and ultimately the development of an excellent IS 230 product. 

(7)  This Day in U.S. Disaster History – September 3, 1888 – Yellow Fever Epidemic – Jacksonville, Florida 
“September 3….The conference of health authorities of Tennessee and Alabama and representatives of Savannah, held at Augusta, passed a resolution approving the course of [U.S.] Surgeon-General Hamilton in requiring the detention at Camp Perry of refugees desiring to leave Jacksonville.”  (Adams 1889, 32) 

Source: 

Adams, Charles S. (Ed.).  Report of the Jacksonville Auxiliary Sanitary Association of Jacksonville, Florida Covering the Work of the Association During the Yellow Fever Epidemic, 1889.  Jacksonville, FL:  Times-Union Print, 1889, 462 pages.  

Adams writes that 430 people in Jacksonville succumbed to Yellow Fever in 1888. (See Appendix of names of fatalities in Adams 1889.) 

(8)  Email Inbox Backlog:  413. 

(9)  EM Hi-Ed Program “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  26,323 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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