September 1, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program “Notes of the Day”

(1)  Emergency Medical Service Helicopter Safety – NTSB Releases Recommendations: 
National Transportation Safety Board.  “Four Safety Recommendation Letters Concerning Helicopter Emergency Medical Services.”  Washington, DC:  NTSB, September 1, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://ntsb.gov/Publictn/2009/AB09-HEMS.htm 

(2)  FEMA Disaster Response Contracting – DHS OIG Report: 
Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General.  FEMA's Sourcing for Disaster Response Goods & Services.  Washington, DC:  DHS, OIG-09-96, August 2009, 35 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_09-96_Aug09.pdf 

(3)  Hospital Preparedness: 
Center for Biosecurity of UPMC (University of Pittsburgh Medical Center). Hospitals Rising to the Challenge:   The First Five Years of the U.S. Hospital Preparedness Program and Priorities Going Forward (Evaluation Report).  Pittsburgh, PA:  UMPS, March 2009, 95 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://216.251.248.90/pages/hpp/2009-04-16-hppreport.pdf 

(4)  Influenza Preparedness: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  CDC 2009 H1N1 Vaccination Campaign Planning Checklist.  Atlanta GA:  CDC, HHS, August 31, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.cdc.gov/H1N1flu/vaccination/statelocal/planning_checklist.htm 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Vaccine Distribution Q&A. Atlanta GA: CDC, HHS, Aug 31, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.cdc.gov/H1N1flu/vaccination/statelocal/centralized_distribution_qa.htm 
Department of Health and Human Services. Flu PSAs.  Sep 1, 2009 at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://flu.gov/psa/index.html 

Hsu, Spencer.  “Gesundheit, Elmo:  US Teams With Sesame Street to Slow Swine Flu.”  Washington Post, September 1, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://voices.washingtonpost.com/44/2009/09/01/gesundheit_elmo_us_teams_with.html 

(5)  National Preparedness Month Begins – and Rhetorical Question of the Day: 
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano and Federal Emergency Management Agency Administrator Craig Fugate today marked the beginning of the sixth annual National Preparedness Month—focusing on becoming better prepared for and more resilient in the face of emergencies of all kinds. 

“National Preparedness Month is about building a culture of personal preparedness and shared responsibility across our country,” said Secretary Napolitano. “This month, we ask all Americans to visit Ready.gov to learn what they can do to help their families, businesses and communities stay safe during an emergency—whether it be hurricanes like Katrina, the fires we are fighting in California or pandemic influenza.” 

“Every American is a critical member of our nation’s emergency response team,” said FEMA Administrator Fugate. “By taking a few simple steps now, each of us can make sure we are better prepared for the next emergency or disaster.” 

For more information on the Ready Campaign and National Preparedness Month, visit www.ready.gov or www.listo.gov—or call 1-800-BE-READY or 1-888-SE-LISTO for more emergency preparedness information. 

Family Disaster Preparedness question of the day?  

For those living with one or more others, have you discussed with them where you would meet outside in the event of a fire?  

Reason?  More than one fire fighter, family member, or neighbor has lost their life going into a burning home looking for a missing child when it turns out the child in question had gone out the back door unnoticed by the rest of the family -- on their way out the front door.  Without a family conversation on what to do in such a situation, who knows what a child might do?  If you have not had such a conversation with those with whom you live, today is a good time to do that. 

(6)  National Transportation Safety Board Training Center – 2010 Course Schedule: 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.ntsb.gov/Academy/sched_courses_2010.htm 

(7)  New Additions, Learning Resource Center, National Emergency Training Center: 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://tinyurl.com/loqeas -- or -- 

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.lrc.fema.gov/starweb/lrcweb/servlet.starweb?path=lrcweb/STARLibraries1.web&search=url%20not%20""%20and%20r%3D183054:183322 
(8)  Paramedic Training Opportunity in Southeast Kentucky: 
Associated Press.  “SE Ky. College Offering Free Paramedic Training,” Aug 30, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://content.usatoday.net/dist/custom/gci/InsidePage.aspx?cId=courier-journal&sParam=31491347.story 
(9)  Public Opinion Poll on Terrorism Likelihood: 
Rasmussen Reports.com.  “Fear of Potential Terrorist Attack Has Declined,”  September 1, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://news.yahoo.com/s/rasmussen/20090901/pl_rasmussen/terroristattack20090901 

(10)  This Day in U.S. Disaster History – September 1, 1918 (Roughly) -- Influenza Epidemic Begins: 

September 1918:  “In September of 1918, soldiers at an army base near Boston suddenly began to die. The cause of death was identified as influenza, but it was unlike any strain ever seen. As the killer virus spread across the country, hospitals overfilled, death carts roamed the streets and helpless city officials dug mass graves. It was the worst epidemic in American history, killing over 600,000 -- until it disappeared as mysteriously as it had begun…. It would be as if today, with our present population, more than 1,400,000 people were to die in a sudden outbreak for which there was no explanation and no known cure….”  (Crosby 1989) 
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