October 29, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program
Notes of the Day

(1)  1889 Johnstown Flood 
Perkins, Sid.  “Johnstown Flood Matched Volume of Mississippi River.” ScienceNews, Oct 20, 2009. At: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/48598/title/Johnstown_Flood_matched_volume_of_Mississippi_River 

(2)  American Samoa Tsunami 
CNN.  “Am. Samoa Had Funds For Tsunami System, October 28, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.kitv.com/news/21458378/detail.html 

(3)  Appropriations: 
Received late-breaking news from IAEM Policy Advisory, Martha Braddock, noting, in part: 

The President has signed H.R. 2892, the Homeland Security Appropriations Bill for FY 2010.  It is P. L. 111-83.  This is great news-- now actions such as putting out the Guidance for the FY 2010 grants can move forward. 

  

We were particularly pleased that Emergency Management Performance Grants were increased to $340 million, that the Emergency Management Institute funding was increased to $9 million… 

(4)  California Flood Protection: 
Turner, Melanie.  “Obama Signs Flood Bill, Brings $86.5M to Region.” Sacramento Business Journal, Oct 28, 2009. At: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://sacramento.bizjournals.com/sacramento/stories/2009/10/26/daily57.html 

President Obama on Wednesday signed the 2010 Energy and Water Development and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, marking the final step toward ensuring the Sacramento region will secure $86.5 million for flood protection, Congresswoman Doris Matsui announced….The federal funds will move the region closer to achieving 200-year flood protection. Matsui aims to keep federal funds coming to her district in order to achieve 200-year protection in five or six years….Matsui said Sacramento is the most at-risk river city in the country. 

(5)  Clemson University, SC – About “To Go EM?” 
Talked today with Dr. Catherine Watts, Director of the Masters of Public Administration Program at Clemson University, Columbia, SC.  Dr. Watts noted that she is the lead point-of-contact into the investigation of a Concentration and/or a Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management within the Clemson MPA program.  She noted that the State Office of Emergency Management in South Carolina is strongly supportive of this initiative and that with such support this is one of those times in academia wherein the stars seem to be coming right into alignment.  For information on this development, Dr. Watts can be reached at:  cwatt@clemson.edu 

(6)  First Doctorate in Emergency Management Degree in U.S. About to be Awarded. 
We were informed today that Carol Cwiak at North Dakota State University successfully defended her doctoral dissertation yesterday.  In that all of the other requirements for the doctorate have been met, the only thing left is to receive the parchment.  We are pasting in below the abstract from Dr. Cwiak’s dissertation: 

Cwiak, Carol Lynn; Ph.D.; Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Emergency Management; College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences; North Dakota State University; October 2009;  Strategies for Success: The Role of Power and Dependence In the Emergency Management Professionalization Process; Major Professor: Dr. George A. Youngs, Jr. 

   

Power and dependence are characteristics of professions.  Emergency management has been said to be on the path of professionalization for years, and yet the field has still not achieved the desired status of profession.  This study examined the role of power and dependence in the emergency management professionalization process.  More specifically it examined the possible relationship between emergency management practitioners’ perception of the field’s locus of control and the willingness of emergency management practitioners’ to utilize the power tactic of coalition formation to gain power in its relationship with the legislative community.  This research was exploratory in nature as the primary conceptual frameworks had not been previously applied to the emergency management community.  A dual qualitative and quantitative approach was used to explore the relevance and contextual meaning of the concepts within an emergency management framework and to more concretely asses the conceptual relationships examined by the research questions in this study.  

This study found that there was not strong support in the emergency management community for coalition formation and no correlation was found between the willingness to support the power tactic of coalition formation and locus of control.  This study likewise found that an imbalanced power relationship exists between the emergency management and legislative communities with the emergency management community being the lesser power player; the emergency management community is aware of the power imbalance and recognizes its lesser power status; and, the emergency management community is dissatisfied with its lesser status.  Shared identity was identified in this study as an additional precondition to the utilization of coalition formation as a power tactic.   The strategy perceived to be most effective to address the power imbalance between the emergency management and legislative communities was relationship-building with legislators that focused on increasing legislators’ knowledge of what emergency management is and why it is valuable.  This strategy aligns with the power-dependence theory power tactic of demand creation.  Professional organizations were viewed as one mechanism by which greater relationship building with the legislative community could occur. Recommendations for future research efforts that build on the concepts explored in the study are set forth. 
For additional information on the dissertation, or to express congratulation, Dr. Cwiak can be reached at:  carol.cwiak@ndsu.edu 

(7)  Long-Term Disaster Recovery: 
Chandra, Anita, and Joie Acosta.  The Role of Nongovernmental Organizations in Long-Term Human Recovery After Disaster: Reflections From Louisiana Four Years After Hurricane Katrina.  RAND, 2009, 32 pages.  At: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/OP277/ 
Abstract:  In the four years since Hurricane Katrina, volunteers and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) have been instrumental in supporting community efforts to recover and rebuild from the devastation in the Gulf States region. The period also provides a case study of the complex process of human recovery and the resource and policy constraints on NGO involvement in these efforts. Human recovery is the process of rebuilding social and daily routines and support networks that foster physical and mental health and well-being. To capture lessons learned for improving human recovery efforts in future disasters, RAND researchers conducted a facilitated discussion with NGO leaders representing a broad spectrum of organizations in Louisiana. The results of that discussion highlight ongoing challenges facing NGOs in terms of appropriate recovery models and financing, NGO-government coordination, and processes to formalize and operationalize NGO roles and responsibilities. Drawing on these lessons, this paper also offers a series of state and federal policy recommendations and a set of possible future 

(8)  Massachusetts Maritime Academy – Emergency Management Faculty Position 
Position: 

Full-time, tenure-track faculty -- Emergency Management 
Posting:  

14 October 2009
Start Date:
1 March 2010 
Position Number: 
FY10-13 
Division:

Emergency Management Program within Department of 



Marine Safety and Environmental Protection…. 
Application Deadline:
Position will remain open until filled 
Supervision Received:
Reports to the Chair of the Department of Marine Safety and Environmental        

                                       Protection and to the Vice President of Academic Affairs 
Supervision exercised: Supervises student personnel in areas of responsibility 
General Responsibilities: 
         Instruction of college-level courses primarily in emergency management 
         Instruction of various other courses, as needed 
         Teaching and advising in a 4-year college setting 
Qualifications and Requirements: 
         Demonstrated potential to fulfill evaluation criteria for teaching and advising at the college level 
         Candidates with Master’s degrees and field experience who are working toward a terminal degree will be considered for appointment at the rank of Instructor 
         Tenure-track appointment at the Assistant Professor level requires an earned terminal degree 
         Tenure-track appointment at higher levels requires a terminal degree and significant teaching experience at the post-secondary level 
         Excellent oral and written communication skills 
         Excellent computer skills 
Preferred Qualifications: 
         Ideal candidate will have an earned terminal degree in emergency management or a discipline relevant to emergency management, such as public health, public administration, or law. 
         Ideal candidate will have sufficient breadth of experience and interest to teach courses in emergency management, such as legal issues in emergency management, public health issues in emergency management, consequence management, a capstone course in emergency planning and exercise design, and an interest in teaching related courses such as introduction to emergency management, introduction to GIS, natural hazards, and fire dynamics. 
         Understanding and appreciation of the Academy’s unique mission 
Desirable Assets: 
         Professional licenses/certifications consistent with Emergency Management 
         Varsity athletic coaching experience at the college level 

Salary: Commensurate with experience and subject to the MSCA collective bargaining agreement plan 
To apply, please submit a cover letter, resume/CV listing the contact information of five professional references, an MMA application, and an Affirmative Action form.  These forms are located on the employment link under quick links on the MMA website www.maritime.edu.  Applications may be attached and sent electronically to hr@maritime.edu.  Alternatively, you may send your application materials by USPS to:  Human Resources, Massachusetts Maritime Academy, 101 Academy Drive, Buzzards Bay, MA 02532.  Applicants selected for interview must submit original transcripts and be prepared to deliver a fifteen minute presentation on a relevant topic.  Finalist must complete a drug screening and background check.  MMA is an AA/EEO employer.  Members of underrepresented groups are encouraged to apply. 
(9)  National Preparedness Directorate, FEMA, Overview: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  The National Preparedness Directorate:  An Overview. May 10, 2009, 10 slides.  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.fema.gov/pdf/about/divisions/npd/npd_brief.pdf 

(10)  UCLA Gets CDC Grant for Preparedness and Emergency Response Research Center 

Anderson, Sarah.  “UCLA Gets $4.8M to Create Preparedness and Emergency Response Research Center,” UCLA Newsroom, October 13, 2009.  Accessed at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/ucla-school-of-public-health-awarded-111156.aspx 

The UCLA School of Public Health has received a major grant from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to establish a center that will facilitate research to strengthen the ability of federal, state and local public health agencies to prepare for, respond to and recover from natural and human-induced disasters, including terrorism. 

  

The award, which totals $4.8 million over four years, will allow the school's Center for Public Health and Disasters (CPHD) to build on more than two decades of experience in addressing the critical issues faced when a disaster impacts a community.  

The new Preparedness and Emergency Response Research Center (PERRC) will be directed by Kimberley Shoaf, associate director of the CPHD and an associate professor of community health sciences. 

  

The grant will support three independent research projects designed to explore the interorganizational cooperation necessary to create and sustain a public health system that is resilient to disasters. These research projects will: 

        Improve collaboration between local school systems and public health agencies to enhance preparedness. 

        Build effective public health partnerships with community-based and faith-based organizations for disaster readiness. 

        Conduct community-based participatory research to develop environmental health emergency resilience. 

"A coordinated public health system is critical to ensure an effective, timely response to public health emergencies and disasters," Shoaf said. "This new center will enable UCLA to develop evidence-based tools to help local, state and federal entities prepare for, respond to and recover from natural and human-induced disasters." 

  

The UCLA School of Public Health is one of nine accredited U.S. schools of public health to receive CDC funding to conduct research that will evaluate the structure, capabilities and performance of public health systems for preparedness and emergency response activities. The establishment of the new PERRCs is mandated by the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act of 2006, which calls for research to improve federal, state, local and tribal public health preparedness and response systems. 

(11)  Today in US Disaster History, Oct 29, 1850, Sagamore Steamship Explosion, San Francisco, CA:

“…The steamboat Sagamore… built or assembled in San Francisco in early 1850 was serving the Bay Area by June.  It operated for a number of months without any problems of note…. Then it happened, as reported in the October 31, 1850 San Francisco Daily Alta California: 

At five o’clock, just as the steamer Sagamore was casting off from Central wharf, with a large number of passengers, bound for Stockton, her boiler burst with a terrible explosion.  Masses of timber and human bodies were scattered in every direction.  Many bodies were blown into the water, from which they were recovered by the numerous boats which thronged about the scene of the disaster.  The boat was a complete wreck, and from among the fragments were taken the dead and the dying, mutilated in a manner shocking to behold. 

The number of persons on board at the time of the accident cannot be accurately ascertained as the passenger list has not been found.  We have heard it variously estimated at from seventy-five to a hundred.  Many bodies were so mutilated that it was found impossible to identify them.  Limbs and fragments were gathered up in baskets… 

Secrest and Secrest (2005) quote from the account of one of the survivors that “I should think there were as many as 130 persons on the upper deck when the explosion took place.” (p. 19) 

These authors also note that “To compound the tragedy, a hospital tending to the injured caught fire during the night, and some of the Sagamore victims were burned in the conflagration.” 

“At the inquest it was decided that the explosion was the result of carelessness on the part of the engineer.”  (Secrest and Secrest 2005, pp. 17-20)  

Secrest, William B. Jr. and William B. Secrest, Sr..  California Disasters, 1812-1899: Firsthand Accounts of Fires, Shipwrecks, Floods, Epidemics, Earthquakes and Other California Tragedies.  Quill Driver Books, 2005, 368 pages.  

(12)  Email Inbox Backlog:  529 

(13)  EM Hi-Ed Notes of the Day Distribution:  27,979 subscribers. 

  
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

Sign up via our free e-mail subscription service  to receive notifications when new information is available from the Higher Education Program. 

  

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


Update Your E-mail Address | Change Delivery Preference | Update State and Zip Code | Unsubscribe 

Subscribe to receive alerts during disasters in your state. 

If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 

Privacy Policy | GovDelivery is providing this information on behalf of U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and may not use the information for any other purposes. 





