Oct 26, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program

“Notes of the Day”

(1)  Emergency Management in France: 
Received last week, while in a “Contracts” training class, a new chapter for the David McEntire-edited electronic textbook Comparative Emergency Management – “French Emergency Management System: Moving Toward an Integrated Risk Management Policy,” by Irmak Renda-Tanali, D.Sc. & François Mancebo, Ph.D. 

From Introduction to this 18-page chapter: 

The emergency management system in France is based on systematic risk assessment and risk management policies. These policies evolved mostly through European Union (EU) land use, environmental and industrial safety directives. Today, the European Union is moving towards becoming one nation with its social and economic systems including the possible adoption of one constitution. France acts as the leading EU nation that actively creates and enforces hazard risk management policies. The French emergency management system today is based on the notion that emergency management effectiveness needs the appraisal of social, economic and environmental risk acceptability by the public. This is achieved through examining casualties and damages from each and every major disaster, and learning and incorporating lessons from the failures into remedying policies. That does not mean, however that French emergency management system is perfect. There are lessons waiting to be learned and policies waiting to be improved. 

This chapter explains the hazards that affect French mainland territories and how the emergency management policy evolved following some significant events 

We have now had an opportunity to review this contribution, and will now forward it over to the web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program web site – Free College Course and Book Material section – College Books – Draft Sections Available subsection – where it should be accessible soon at -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/CompEmMgmtBookProject.asp 

This contribution makes for the 10th country to be addressed in our electronic textbook.  We are anticipating a chapter on Russia as well. 

(2)  FEMA’s Housing Strategy and DHS Inspector General Report: 
Department of Homeland Security.  Management Advisory Report – FEMA’s Housing Strategy for Future Disasters (OIG-09-111).  Washington, DC:  DHS Office of Inspector General, Sep 2009, 11 pages. At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_09-111_Sep09.pdf 
(3)  National Academies Press – Prepare for Disaster and Crisis – Advice from National Academies:  

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://view.newsletters.nas.edu/?j=fe7b1d79746d0d7572&m=fefc1276756205&ls=fdf010767161047471127676&l=fe931671736c047b70&s=fe221675776101747c1371&jb=ffcf14&ju=fe5e1c73716502787411&utm_medium=etmail&utm_source=National%20Academies%20Press&utm_campaign=NAP+mail+eblast+10.22.09+-+Natural+Disasters&utm_content=Customer&utm_term= 
(4)  Pandemic 
White House.  “President Obama Signs Emergency Declaration for H1N1 Flu.” The White House Blog, October 25, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2009/10/25/president-obama-signs-emergency-declaration-h1n1-flu 

In an effort to proactively address the ongoing pandemic, the President signed a National Emergency Declaration on H1N1 that allows healthcare systems to quickly implement disaster plans should they become overwhelmed. 
  
As experts expected, H1N1 flu is moving rapidly throughout the country and the majority of states now have widespread influenza activity.  This declaration gives authority for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to waive certain regulatory requirements for healthcare facilities in response the ongoing pandemic. Specifically, healthcare facilities will be able to submit waivers to establish alternate care sites, and modified patient triage protocols, patient transfer procedures and other actions that occur when they fully implement disaster operations plans. 
  
Under Section 1135 of the Social Security Act [42 USC §1320b–5] healthcare facilities may petition for HHS approval of waivers in response to particular needs within the geographic and temporal limits of the emergency declarations.  Before HHS has the authority to approve such “1135 Waivers” two conditions must be met: first, the Secretary must have declared a Public Health Emergency, and second, the President must have declared a National Emergency either through a Stafford Act Declaration or National Emergencies Act Declaration. 1135 Waivers still require specific requests be submitted to HHS and processed, and some State laws may need to be addressed as well. 

Department of Homeland Security.  Testimony of Secretary Napolitano before the United States Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, “H1N1 Flu: Monitoring the Nation’s Response” (Written Testimony).  Washington, DC:  DHS, October 21, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/testimony/testimony_1256330738605.shtm 
(5)  Principles of Emergency Management Independent Study Course – Design Plan. 
By way of background, the previous “Principles of Emergency Management (IS 230)” EMI Independent Study course, has been renamed “Fundamentals of Emergency Management.”  That course is now being revised by staff within the EMI Readiness Section.  Revisions are essentially to update the course in recognition of recent history regarding such topics as the National Response Framework and the National Incident Management System, among others. 

The FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program has been tasked with developing a new EMI Independent Study course to be named “Principles of Emergency Management.”  Upon completion the IS number to be assigned to this new course is as of yet undecided.  A contract has been let with Kadix Systems, via the Office of Personnel Management (OPM), to create this new IS.  The primary task of this project will be to, in essence, “translate” the college course currently nearing completion, entitled “Principles of Emergency Management,” into an independent study course.  The college course has been designed by a sub-set of the Emergency Management Roundtable Stakeholder members who first developed the eight “Principles of Emergency Management” in 2007. 

A focus group meeting of emergency management stakeholder organization representatives has been held recently (and noted in a previous “Notes of the Day”).  Kadix Systems attended and on October 23 provided to the EM Hi-Ed Program, for review and approval, a Project Design Plan.  On October 26 the review of the Design Plan was completed, and review comments with recommendations for changes to the Plan, provided to Kadix and OPM. 

(6)  Public Sector Preparedness and Business Continuity Standards: 
Kirvan, Paul.  “PS-Prep and Business Continuity Standards,” Continuity Central, Oct 23, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.continuitycentral.com/feature0717.html 

The US Department of Homeland Security recently announced its intention to propose three business continuity standards for adoption as part of its Public Sector Preparedness (PS-Prep) program. The three standards address similar aspects of the same issue: keeping businesses operational and resilient. The US standard NFPA 1600 when introduced had an emergency management focus but subsequently added a business continuity and disaster recovery component. The British Standard BS 25999, Parts 1 and 2 was designed exclusively for business continuity - not disaster recovery - and features a ‘management system’ approach to coordinating all elements of a business continuity program. This approach is consistent with many global standards, particularly those from the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), but rarely seen in US standards…. 
(7)  Special Needs Populations: 
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management.  Looking Out for the Very Young, the Elderly and Others with Special Needs: Lessons from Katrina and other Major Disasters (Hearing).  Wash., DC:  House of Representatives, Oct. 20, 2009.  Written Statements and video archive accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://transportation.house.gov/hearings/hearingDetail.aspx?NewsID=1030 

The Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management will meet on Tuesday, October 20, 2009, at 2:00 p.m., in room 2167 of the Rayburn House Office Building to examine plans and procedures in place that would provide aid to children, the disabled, and others with special needs in the event of disaster and to receive testimony on two congressionally mandated reports on children and people with disabilities. 

Witnesses: 

Tim Manning, Deputy Administrator, National Preparedness Directorate, FEMA 

Mark Shriver, Chairman, National Commission on Children and Disasters 

Mr. John Vaughn, Chairperson, National Council on Disability 

Mr. Trevor Riggen Senior Director, Direct Services American Red Cross 

(8)  Today in Disaster History, October 26, 1878 – Yellow Fever, Memphis, TN: 
On October 26 the first church services in Memphis “in ten weeks were held at the Central Baptist Church” of Memphis.  

Source:  Keating, J. M.  A History of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1878 in Memphis, Tenn.  Memphis, TN:  Howard Association, 1879, 454 pages.  (p. 439) 

(9)  Email Inbox Backlog:  518 
(10)  EM Hi-Ed Notes of the Day Distribution:  27, 816 subscribers. 
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