May 6, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program 
“Notes of the Day”

  

(1)  DHS Secretary Napolitano Briefing (with Q&A) on H1N1 Flu Outbreak, May 5 – at:  http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1241615110532.shtm 
(2)  Disaster Accountability Project Report:  Southern Louisiana Emergency Preparedness 
Disaster Accountability Project.  Report on Southern Louisiana Emergency Preparedness.  Spring 2009, 65 pages.  Accessed at:  

http://blog.disasteraccountability.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/emerg_plan_full_041709a.pdf 
In March 2009, the Disaster Accountability Project requested and/or reviewed the emergency plans of 22 parishes across South Louisiana to gauge the region’s disaster preparedness and planning readiness in advance of the 2009 Hurricane Season.  After a number of destructive hurricane seasons, updated State and Federal disaster plans, frameworks, and annexes, and hopefully many lessons learned, the Disaster Accountability Project assessed plan availability, modernity, and comprehensiveness. 

(3)  FBI Terrorism Watchlist – Dept. of Justice Office of Inspector General Report: 

U.S. Department of Justice, Office of the Inspector General, Audit Division.  The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Terrorist Watchlist Nomination Practices (Audit Report 09-25).  Washington, DC:  DOJ OIG, May 2009, 121 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.usdoj.gov/oig/reports/FBI/a0925/final.pdf 

(4)  Top Officials Lessons Learned – DHS Inspector General Report: 
Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General.  DHS Efforts To Address Lessons Learned in the Aftermath of Top Officials Exercises (OIG-09-53).  Washington, DC:  DHS OIG, April 2009, 29 pages.  Accessed at:  

http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIG_09-53_Apr09.pdf 

From Preface: 
This report addresses the strengths and weaknesses of DHS’ process to determine, formulate, and address lessons learned and corrective needs identified during the Top Officials full-scale exercise series. It is based on interviews with employees and officials of relevant agencies and institutions, direct observations, quantitative analysis, and a review of applicable documents. 
(5)  Today in Disaster History -- May 6, 1842 -- Polka  Sinks, Mass Bay, MA 
“In 1842, twenty-seven youthful members of the Farm and Trades School on Thompson's Island were returning aboard the Polka from a fishing trip, under the supervision of Oakes, an experienced sailor, and Mr. Peabody, one of the school's teachers. Tacking against a headwind for a landing on the island, the boat tipped over and sank almost immediately. Four boys managed to cling to a wooden bait box. The other 23—half the enrollment of the institution—together with the 2 men, were drowned.”  (Workers of the Writers’ Program.  Boston Looks Seaward. 1941, p. 103.) 

________ 

“We find the following details in the ‘Boston Transcript,’ on a most melancholy accident that occurred in Boston harbor, on Friday afternoon, by which twenty-four persons lost their lives.  Friday afternoon, at about four o’clock, as the sloop boat belonging to the Farm School on Thompson’s Island, was returning from a fishing excursion, under charge of Mr. Oakes, the boatman, with Mr. Peabody, the teacher, and twenty-seven boys belonging to the school, she was unfortunately upset by a gust of wind while tacking, and immediately sunk, and all on board, except four of the boys were drowned….Three of the boys sustain ed themselves by clinging to a box which held the bait and were picked up by the schooner H. B. Foster, and brought up to town, one of them, when taken up, being in a state of insensibility. 

“Mr. Morrison, the Superintendent, on seeing the disaster proceeded to the spot in a small boat, assisted by…two farmers, and succeeded in picking up one boy alive…and the body of one who was lifeless. All the rest, twenty-three in number, with the boatman and teacher, were buried in the deep…”  (Independent Treasury (Elyria, OH). “Terrible Accident in Boston.” May 11, 1842.) 

Sources:  

Independent Treasury (Elyria, OH). “Terrible Accident in Boston.” May 11, 1842.  Accessed at:  http://www.newspaperarchive.com/FullPagePdfViewer.aspx?img=29946225 

Workers of the Writers’ Program (Work Projects Administration in the State of Massachusetts). Boston Looks Seaward – The Story of the Port: 1630-1940.  Boston, MA:  Bruce Humphries, Inc., for Boston Port Authority, 1941.  
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