May 29, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Ed. Program

Notes of the Day

(1)  12th Annual All-Hazards Emer. Mgmt. Higher Education Conference, June 1-4, 2009: 
Registered for next week’s All-Hazards Hi-Ed Conference are approximately 400 people. 

Approximately 150 U.S. Colleges and Universities should be represented. 

  

We expect representatives from 12 Foreign Colleges and Universities, from 7 Countries: 

Canada (6 Schools, 3 Governmental Agencies) 

Brandon University 

Justice Institute of British Columbia 

Northern Alberta Institute of Technology 

University of Ottawa 

University of Toronto 

York University 

Ministry of Health, British Columbia 

Ontario Office of Emergency Management 

Winnipeg Regional Health Authority 

Ghana 

Kwame Nkrumah University 

Ghana Director of (NADMO) National Disaster Management Organization 

Ghana Institute for Management and Public Administration (the Rector and 3 faculty) 

U.S. Army Bilateral Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy, Accra, Ghana 

New Zealand 

Auckland University of Technology 

Ministry of Civil Defense and Emergency Management 

Wellington Fire and Rescue Services 

Nigeria (Government, not Academic 

Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria 

Sweden 

Midsweden University 

Turkey 

Istanbul Technical University 

United Kingdom 

Leeds University 

University of Hertfordshire 

  

43 States & the District of Columbia will be represented. 
  

Entirely possible that there will be no EM Hi-Ed Report next week during the conference 

(2)  Business Continuity Compensation Report: 
BC Management.  “8th Annual Business Continuity Compensation Report.”  April 2009, 12 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.bcmanagement.com/research/files/2008_Full_Report_USA.pdf 

(3)  Citizen/Public Disaster Preparedness: 
Leggiere, Phil.  “Crisis Preparedness and the Public.”  HS Today, May 22, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/8632/128/ 

Excerpt: 

It’s a widely accepted truism in American politics that an engaged citizenry is the best defense. Yet, when it comes to emergency preparedness, the American public remains incredibly unengaged in the process, largely lacking both the knowledge and the opportunity to participate proactively and constructively. 

A report titled Public Role and Engagement In Counterterrorism Efforts: Implications of Israeli Practices for the U.S., prepared for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Science and Technology by the Homeland Security Institute (a federally-funded research and development center which serves as the Department’s think tank) examines both why that is the case, and how study of Israeli citizen involvement in crisis re sponse might help US preparedness and “social resilience” improve. 

(4)  Comparative Emergency Management – Book Development Project – Turkey & India: 

Received from Textbook developer and editor, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, two additional review chapters for his EM Hi-Ed supported college textbook on Comparative Emergency Management 

First is a 12-page chapter entitled “Emergency Management in Turkey:  Disasters Experienced, Lessons Learned, and Recommendations for the Future.”  The author is Dr. Derin N. Ural, Associate Professor and Founding Director, Center of Excellence for Disaster Management, Istanbul Technical University, Maslak Campus, Istanbul, Turkey.  

Next is a chapter entitled “Disaster Management and India:  Responding Internally and Simultaneously in Neighboring Countries.”  The author is Kailash Gupta, Indian Section, International Association of Emergency Managers. 

Will forward this material to the EMI web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program web site – at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/CompEmMgmtBookProject.asp 

Should be accessible in about one week.  Seven chapters there now. 

(5)  Critical Thinking Skills in Homeland Security and Emergency Management Courses 
Kiltz, Linda.  “Developing Critical Thinking Skills in Homeland Security and Emergency Management Courses.”  Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Vol. 6, Issue 1, 2009. Abstract accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol6/iss1/36/ 

Abstract:  

Since 9/11, colleges and universities throughout the nation have developed and implemented new courses and degree programs in homeland security and emergency management. A valued learning outcome of these programs, like most university studies in general, is to develop critical thinking skills in students. However, this can be a challenge because the nature of critical thinking and approaches to teaching and assessing it in higher education are debatable. This paper provides a brief overview of the literature on critical thinking, and looks at the importance of developing these skills in students of homeland security programs so that they are able to adapt successfully in a rapidly changing environment. Finally, this paper discusses two teaching strategies, guided class discussions and case studies, to develop critical thinking that have been used by the teacher in undergraduate and gradate level courses in homeland security. 
(6)  FEMA and National Preparedness: 
Government Accountability Office.  National Preparedness:  FEMA Has Made Progress, but Needs to Complete and Integrate Planning, Exercise, and Assessment Efforts (GAO-09-369).  Washington, DC:  GAO, April 2009, 123 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09369.pdf 

Abstract: 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), a component within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), is the lead federal agency responsible for developing a national preparedness system. The system includes policies and plans as well as exercises and assessments of capabilities across many public and private entities. GAO was asked to assess the extent to which FEMA has (1) developed policies and plans that define roles and responsibilities; (2) implemented the National Exercise Program, a key tool for examining preparedness; (3) developed a national capabilities assessment; and (4) developed a strategic plan that integrates these elements of the preparedness system. GAO analyzed program documents, such as after-action reports, and visited six states located in disaster regions. While the results of these visits are not generalizable, they show how select states carry out the ir efforts. 

What GAO Recommends 

GAO recommends that FEMA improve national preparedness by, among other things, establishing a program management plan, better ensuring exercises follow program guidance, enhancing its project management plan for assessing capabilities, and developing a strategic plan that integrates system elements. DHS concurred with our recommendations. 

(7)  Homeland Security Council, National Security Council, National Security Staff: 
Palin, Philip J.  “HSC, NSC, NSS:  This is how sausage is made.”  Homeland Security Watch, May 28, 2009.  [Filed under:  Organizational Issues, Strategy]  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.hlswatch. com/ 

(8)  Leadership in Emergency Management – Course Treatment Development Project: 

Received today for review and comment, Session 1, “Course Introduction,” for the “Leadership in Emergency Management” college course “treatment” development project.  This approximately 3 hour session is being developed by Dr. Jane Kushma, Associate Professor, Institute for Emergency Preparedness, Jacksonville State University, Anniston, Al.  From Session 1 material received today: 

Course Purpose: 
“…the purpose of this course is to present a variety of perspectives on leadership that help to inform professional practice and the personal development of the emergency management student. In addition to more traditional or classic notions of leadership students will be introduced to contemporary models including collaborative, transformational, and servant leadership. The special demands of crisis leadership will also be explored. Finally…students…will have an opportunity to assess their individual leadership capabilities and explore leadership development within the context of an “emotional intelligence” framework throughout the duration of the course. 

Course Objectives 
1. Review/critique theoretical perspectives of leadership as applied to emer. management 

2. To compare and contrast traditional and emerging paradigms. 

3. To examine the demands and requirements of crisis leadership. 

4. To apply theoretical perspectives to case situations. 

5. Understand emotional intelligence framework and contribution to effective leadership. 

6. Assess personal characteristics associated with various leadership styles in self/others. 

7.      Identify leadership and collaboration skills needed by emergency management personnel 

Session 1 will be forwarded to the EMI web staff for upload – for review and comment – to the EM Hi-Ed Program website – Free College Course Materials section – Course Treatments subsection -- Leadership in Emergency Management (Kushma).  While there, one might also want to take a look at:  Leadership in Emergency Mana gement (Willett).  Dr. Kushma’s material should be accessible in about one-week at: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/coursetreat.asp 

(9)  National Infrastructure Protection Plan 2009: 

Department of Homeland Security.  National Infrastructure Protection Plan:  Partnering to Enhance Protection and Resiliency.  Washington, DC:  DHS, 2009, 188 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dhs.gov/xprevprot/programs/editorial_0827.shtm 

Abstract:  

The National Infrastructure Protection Plan provides the unifying structure for the integration of a wide range of efforts for the enhanced protection and resiliency of the nation's critical infrastructure and key resources (CIKR) into a single national program. 

The overarching goal of the NIPP is to build a safer, more secure, and more resilient America by preventing, deterring, neutralizing, or mitigating the effects of deliberate efforts by terrorists to destroy, incapacitate, or exploit elements of our nation's CIKR and to strengthen national preparedness, timely response, and rapid recovery of CIKR in the event of an attack, natural disaster, or other emergency. 

The 2009 NIPP replaces the 2006 version and reflects changes and updates to program elements and concepts. It captures the evolution and maturation of the processes and programs first outlined in 2006 without changing the underlying policies. The revised NIPP integrates the concepts of resiliency and protection, and broadens the focus of NIPP-related programs and activities to an all-hazards environment. 

(10)  Nuclear Power Plants and Emergency Response Planning: 
Audette, Bob.  “NRC, FEMA Eye Disaster Plan Changes.”  Brattleboro Reformer, May 28, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.reformer.com/localnews/ci_12466722 

Excerpt:  

Concerns over emergency response plans at nuclear power plants around the country have led the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the Federal Emergency Management Agency to propose changes to some federal regulations.  One of the changes, if approved, would require that emergency planners incorporate "hostile actions" into biennial drills. 

(11)  Special Needs Populations: 
ANSI Homeland Security Standards Panel.  Emergency Preparedness for Persons with Disabilities and Special Needs (Final Workshop Report).  American National Standards Institute, May 2009, 13 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://publicaa.ansi.org/sites/apdl/Documents/News%20and%20Publications/Links%20Within%20Stories/Final%20Workshop%20Report%20Persons%20with%20Disabilities%2005-07-09.pdf 

Purpose Statement: 

On February 3-4, 2009, the ANSI-HSSP convened a Workshop on Emergency Preparedness for Persons with Disabilities and Special Needs, bringing together over 100 key stakeholders from standards developing organizations (SDOs), federal agencies, and disability advocacy groups. The event, co-chaired by Mr. Allan Fraser, Senior Building Code Specialist, National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and Ms. Hilary Styron, Director, National Organization on Disability, Emergency Preparedness Initiative (NOD/EPI), explored the need for standards-based solutions for more effective emergency preparedness for the community of persons with disabilities and special needs. 

(12)  This Day in Disaster History -- May 29, 1944 – US B-17G Plane Crash, ~ Ridgely, TN

“At 1205 CWT, a Boeing B-17G crashed near Ridgely, Tennessee, killing the crew of ten. Investigators stated, 

[The pilot] took off from [Dyersburg Army Air Field, Dyersburg, Ten​nessee] for the purpose of a bombing mission at 10,000 feet and an instrument calibration mission. After com​pleting the bombing mission, they returned to the field, whereupon the co-pilot made a practice landing. At this time the instructor bombardier and instructor en​gineer were [deplaned] and the crew took off for the purpose of completing the mission. At approximately 1150 CWT this airplane was seen flying in level flight at approximately 8,000 feet by an instructor bombardier accompanied by an instructor pilot who were driving along Highway 78, eight miles south of Ridgely. The instructor bombardier saw the airplane go into a bank which [increased] gradually until [the airplane stalled and] a spin resulted, the spin remaining unchanged until the airplane crashed at approximately five and one-half miles south of Ridgely.”  

Source:  Mireles, Anthony J.  Fatal Army Air Forces Aviation Accidents in the United States, 1941-1945 (Volume 2:  July 1943 – July 1944).  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland and Co., 2006,  807. 

(13)  Email Inbox Backlog:  423 

(14)  EM Hi-Ed Notes of the Day Distribution:  23,491 subscribers 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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