May 27, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program

Notes of the Day
(1)  Comparative Emergency Management – Textbook Development Project: 
Received for review from textbook developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, a draft of a chapter on “Emergency Management in Scandinavia:  Lessons Learned at Home and Abroad,” by Dr. Joanne Stone Wyman.  This chapter will be forwarded to the EMI web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program Website – Free College Course and Textbook Materials section – College Books, Draft Sections Available subsection – Comparative Emergency Book Project.  Direct access will be at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/CompEmMgmtBookProject.asp 

Once posted on the website location noted above, any comments on this chapter can be communicated to Dr. McEntire at:  mcentire@unt.edu.  Should take about one week. 

(2)  Homeland Security Council to be Folded into National Security Council: 
Simpson, Cam.  “Obama Revamps National Security Posts.”  Wall Street Journal, May 27, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124338073162756375.html 

(3)  IAEM Editorial Work Group Request: 
Received an email from the editor of the IAEM Bulletin (which we highly recommend to EM HI-Ed Report readers), noting the following: 

  

 IAEM Bulletin Call for Articles: Faith-Based Organizations in Response and Recovery 
The IAEM Editorial Work Group is looking for articles for the next special focus issue of the IAEM Bulletin on "Faith-Based Organizations in Response and Recovery." An article could focus on a specific organization, or it could share how a community utilizes assistance from faith-based organizations, documenting lessons learned. In the United States, faith-based organizations have a special function because of governmental as well as individual agency rules. We would like to learn how faith-based organizations respond all around the world; there may be similarities or differences. Please keep your articles under 750 words, and e-mail articles to IAEM Bulletin Editor Karen Thompson at thompson@iaem.com no later than June 10, 2009. Before submitting your article, please read the author’s guidelines at www.iaem.com/Bulletin. 

University Library Subscriptions to the IAEM Bulletin 
The IAEM Bulletin is available to university and college libraries through complimentary subscriptions for those schools that offer EM-related programs. University librarians should contact IAEM Membership Director Sharon Kelly at info@iaem.com to request that their libraries be placed on the complimentary subscription list. Please provide your full mailing address, as well as a short description of your institution’s EM-related program and a link on your Web site to more information about your EM-related program. 

(4)  National Incident Management Systems – Course Development Project: 

Received for review from primary course developer George Haddow, Session 9, “NIMS Implementation.” Objectives and Scope of this session are: 

Objectives:  

        Discuss NIMS compliance and implementation including 

                    what compliance and implementation mean, 

                    how compliance and implementation are measured, 

                    the timelines related to both compliance and implementation, and 

                    the roles of the federal, state and territory, tribal nation and local, governments and the private sector in NIMS compliance and implementation. 

        Discuss some of the obstacles to NIMS implementation. 

        Understand how to utilize the information from this session. 

Scope: 
During this two-hour session, the instructor will provide students with an overview of the multiple aspects of NIMS compliance and implementation. The instructor will also discuss the obstacles to NIMS implementation identified through empirical research. Throughout the session, the instructor will encourage students to engage in a dialogue about possible issues with compliance and implementation and the extent to which research, policy, and practice may help address the issues identified.  

(5)  Pandemic-Related: 

Beamish, Rita, and Frank Bass.  “Flu Scare Reveals Strapped Local Health Agencies.”  Associated Press, May 26, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/26/AR2009052600168.html 

The swine flu outbreak fell short of a full-blown international crisis, but revealed the precarious state of local health departments, the community bulwarks against disease and health emergencies in the United States. A sustained, widespread pandemic would overwhelm many departments that are struggling with cutbacks as well as increased demand from people who have lost jobs and medical insurance.  Stung by the lean economy, 13 states and U.S. territories had smaller health budgets in 2008 than in 2007, and eight more made midyear cuts, according to a survey by an advocacy group, the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials. With local budgets also in trouble, man y health officials fear a serious outbreak. 

Zuger, Abigail.  “Epidemics, Fearsome and Fascinating.”  New York Times, May 25, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/26/health/26books.html?_r=1&ref=health 

(6)  This Day in Disaster History – May 27 1771 -- Flood, Richmond/Henrico Counties, Virginia 

“On May 27, 1771, a wall of water came roaring down the James River valley following ten to twelve days of intensive rain. As water swept through Richmond, buildings, boats, animals, and vegetation were lost. About one hundred fifty people were killed as the river reached a flood stage of forty-five feet above normal. A monument to the flood was inscribed by Ryland Randolph…in 1771-72: ‘... all the great rivers of this country were swept by inundations never before experienced which changed the face of nature and left traces of violence that will remain for ages’.”  
Source: 

Historical Marker Database.  The Flood of 1771.  (Contribued by Kathy Walker, Stafford, VA, July 17, 2008).  Accessed at:  http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=9248 
(7)  Email Inbox Backlog:  462 
(8)  EM Hi-Ed Program Notes of the Day Distribution:  23,513 subscribers. 
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