March 6, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Notes
(1)  Business Continuity: 
The latest issue of the Business Continuity Journal (Vol. 3, Is. 3, March 6, 2009) is accessible online at:  http://www.continuitycentral.com/feature0652.html 

(2)  Gulf Coast Recovery: 

Bellantoni, Christina.  “`Angry Obama Aides Push Katrina Recovery.”  Washington Times, March 6, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://washingtontimes.com/news/2009/mar/06/angry-obama-aides-push-katrina-recovery/ 

Excerpts: 

“President Obama deployed two Cabinet secretaries to the Gulf Coast region Thursday to signal that his administration will push stalled rebuilding efforts, and in a stark change to the backslapping that residents usually witness from federal officials, neither was shy about frustration with red tape.  Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan told residents that he is ‘personally disturbed’ and even ‘angry’ by the sluggish pace of rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina….’To be honest we have been disturbed by what we have seen and what we have not seen in terms of progress,’ he said…. 

Ms Napolitano said that since she took the Homeland Security post, she is constantly asking why so much bureaucracy, wavering decisions and miscommunication are preventing people from returning to their homes. ‘This will not be the last time we are here,’ she said. ‘This will not be the last time I ask, ‘Why?’…We’re going to get this done.” 

Asked to identify some of the specific bottlenecks, Ms Napolitano…said there has been ‘some confusion’ about the legal requirements needed for …[FEMA] to give out money.  Also, ‘there’s been a lot of turnover in personnel.  So, oftentimes, people will be dealing with three, four, five different people at FEMA on the same issue and sometimes getting different advice,’ she said. 

The Cabinet secretaries received an earful throughout the day, with Southern University at New Orleans Chancellor Victor Ukpolo telling them that construction has been delayed in part because FEMA has required school officials to locate and use original decades-old elevator parts…. 

Mr. Jindal…said he wanted to offer specific examples of the obstacles facing the region.  Some schools have been required to document ‘every piece of paper and equipment’ that was destroyed during Katrina, he said, and ‘that’s just not practical.’ 

State Sen. Ann Duplessis, a Democrat representing the lower 9th Ward, said that when Bush officials toured the region, they always spoke about recovery efforts working within the existing FEMA framework.  What I heard today was they recognize this system doesn’t work and to have the impact they’ve also got to immediately revisit their current systems,’ she said…. 

Also attending the press conference was newly designated FEMA administrator Craig Fugate, the leader of Florida’s emergency team whom Mr. Obama nominated to lead the agency Wednesday. 

Kunzelman, Michael (Associated Press).  “Obama Cabinet Members Pledge Faster Katrina Effort.”  Washington Post, March 5, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/03/05/AR2009030501634_pf.html 

Excerpt: 

St. Bernard Project co-founder Zack Rosenburg, whose nonprofit group helped rebuild the St. Bernard Parish home that the officials visited, said the area's rebuilding efforts were stymied by the Bush administration's focus on "preventing fraud" rather than "delivering services." 

"Residents were treated as the enemy rather than the taxpaying American citizens that they are," he said. "I'm confident that this administration will focus on progress over process." 

(3)  Homeland Defense: 
Department of Defense.  Directive Number 5111.13, Subject:  Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense and Americas’ Security Affairs (ASD(HD&ASA)).  Washington, DC:  DOD, January 16, 2009, 12 pages.  At:  http: //www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/corres/pdf/511113p.pdf 

DSCA [Defense Support of Civil Authorities]. Support provided by U.S. Federal military forces, National Guard forces performing duty in accordance with Reference (m), DoD civilians, DoD contract personnel, and DoD component assets, in response to requests for assistance from civil authorities for special events, domestic emergencies, designated law enforcement support, and other domestic activities. Support provided by National Guard forces performing duty in accordance with Reference (m) is considered DSCA, but is conducted as a State-directed action. Also known as civil support.  (Part II. Definitions, p. 12) 

(4)  Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Study, Corps of Engineers: 
Schleifstein, Mark.  “Corps Releases Storm Study, But No Plan.”  Times-Picayune (New Orleans), March 6, 2009.  

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-12/1236320410228290.xml&coll=1 

Excerpts: 

More than a year after Congress ordered the Army Corps of Engineers to devise a strategy to protect Louisiana from the strongest hurricanes, on Tuesday the agency released a 4,000-page technical study that offers countless alternatives but no action plan. The document, dubbed the Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Study, came under immediate fire from state officials who called the exercise a waste of money and time in the face of the need for urgent action. 

"The lack of specific recommendations violates the law in at least two places," said Garret Graves, director of the state's Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration. Graves said the corps' New Orleans district office was ordered by the Bush administration to abandon the idea of recommending specific projects soon after the study was begun in October 2006. 

"The authors of the report had one arm and two legs tied behind their back in writing this thing, and that results from the policy guidance they were given," he said. "From late 2005 until about May 2006, we had a good partnership with the corps, and that's when it ceased, when the corps got new direction from Washington and blew $23 million on this study." 

Graves said the Obama administration can salvage the research that went into the report by asking Congress to authorize the corps to choose projects from the alternatives and start construction quickly -- which would eliminate the need to get congressional approval for each individual project. 

The study contains five or six sets of levee and coastal restoration alternatives for each of five sections of the coast. One coastwide combination would cost $102.2 billion to build, including a 50 percent allowance for contingencies. 

Col. Al Lee, commander of the corps' New Orleans District office, concluded in the report that further research is needed to choose among the alternatives. The only action the corps plans immediately is to ask Congress for money to extend the study.  "We took over a million different possibilities and we used a risk-informed decision-making framework to get to a reasonable number: 111 alternatives," Lee said…. 

 The report was put on the Web at http://lacpr.usace.army.mil/  on Thursday, two days after it was sent to the National Academy of Sciences, which will conduct a peer review of its contents. 

(5)  On Nomination of Craig Fugate to Become Next FEMA Administrator: 
Naples Daily News (Editorial),  “FEMA…Our Man Goes to Washington.”  March 5, 2009.  http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2009/mar/05/editorial-fmea-our-man-goes-washington/ 

Orlando Sentinel (Editorial).  “We Think:  Fugate, Klein Offer Relief in the Wake of Catastrophes,” March 6, 2009.  http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/editorials/orl-edped061030609mar06,0,1160202.story 

Tampa Tribune (Editorial).  “A Perfect Fit For FEMA.”  March 6, 2009.  http://www2.tbo.com/content/2009/mar/06/na-a-perfect-fit-for-fema/ 

  

Time. “FEMA Chief W. Craig Fugate.” http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1883485,00.html 

(6)  Social Vulnerability Approach to Disasters: 
Communicated today with Dr. Brenda Phillips, Center for the Study of Disasters and Extreme Events, and with the Fire and Emergency Management Program, Department of Political Science, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater.  We accepted her proposal for a breakout session on the topic of a forthcoming book on the topic of investigating and explaining a social vulnerability approach to disasters as opposed to traditional approach.  Pasted in below is a note concerning the book: 

Social Vulnerability to Disasters (2009) 

Eds. Brenda Phillips, Deborah Thomas, Alice Fothergill and Lynn Blinn-Pike 

For many of us, the images of people dying in the Indian Ocean tsunami or of those awaiting rescue on the rooftops along the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina (2005) mark a point in time when we understood the extent of human vulnerability in disaster situations.  The stark images also raised deeper questions. Why were people in harm’s way?  What could have been done to prevent such loss of life?  How could we have prevented the tragedies from happening? What became of those affected?  Were they able to return to their homes; recover psychologically; find another source of employment; reunite their families?  The study of social vulnerability to disasters is compell ing.  For anyone who wondered why so many people were on the rooftops in Louisiana and Mississippi and why so many died, the answers are in this volume; for those who practice professions designed to reduce that same vulnerability, current practices are critically reviewed.  This book is designed to make a difference in our understanding of, and efforts to reduce conditions that threaten life safety and personal property, as well as our neighborhoods and communities. This text, based on the popular FEMA Higher Education Social Vulnerability Course materials, adopts a social vulnerability approach that recognizes differential impacts as well as the potential to tap into the capacities of those at risk.  Throughout this text, readers will find realistic, empirical assessments of socially vulnerable populations.  ;  You will also find practical solutions to the raw circumstances in which too many people find themselves before, during and after disaster.  This text thus aims to provide both insight and solutions.  You are invited to be a part of the transformative vision these authors promote and to join us in building a safer, more equitable society for all. 

All royalties from this book are being donated to the Mary Fran Myers Scholarship Fund at the University of Colorado-Boulder, Natural Hazards Applications and Information Center. 

(7)  Transitioning From Practitioner Training to Becoming an Educator: 
Received the following proposal for a Breakout Session during the June 1-4, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference: 

The increased number of Emergency Management and Homeland Security offerings in educational institutions provides an opportunity for practitioners to transition to educators. However, that transition may not be smooth. Practitioners come from a background of “training” and now must “educate”. These are not the same thing. I offer to present a personal perspective in both narrative and demonstrative format on how to accomplish the transition from trainer to educator. Through my own experiences, I would like to relate to others the pitfalls I encountered as well as the rewards I have received during my own transition. While I do not feel my transition is complete, I know I can give guidance to others who find themselves in the same situation. 

We are communicating with the author of the proposal and investigating how this topic might be expanded upon within the framework of a breakout session. 

(8)  Today in Disaster History – March 6, 1900 -- Red Ash Coal Mine Explosion -- New River Canyon, WV 
“On this March morning when the Red Ash Mine let loose her terrific force of ignited methane gas and coal dust at 7:45 on a dreary Tuesday, a scene of tragedy was acted out that became the pattern of all future explosions, with very little variation and no rehearsals; thus the terrible realization of what had happened, then the frantic efforts to see what could be done in the quickest possible time to effect a rescue, if anyone remained alive inside the mine.  Then came the rush toward the scene, of wives, fathers, mothers, and other relatives wailing and shouting, hoping for a miracle…. 

“After three days, rescue men were able to penetrate into the workings and recover all the bodies.  The company officials stated at first that only thirty-seven men had entered the mine, but at the final count, forty-six bodies had been found… Two of the victims were boys just turned twelve years of age.”  (Dillon 1976, pp. 14-15) 

Source:  

Dillon, Lacy A.  They Died in Darkness.  Parsons, WV:  McClain Printing Co., 1976. 

(9)  Writer’s Workshop – Emergency Management Higher Education Conference: 
Staff communicated today with Bob Jaffin, American Military University System, concerning arrangements for a repeat of his 2008 EM HiEd Writer’s Workshop, which was very popular.  Will be conducted on Monday, June 1st, probably full day, but checking. 

(10)  Email Inbox Backlog:  1424 
(11)  EM Hi-Ed Program Notes Subscriptions:  18,979 
Trust that all have, or had a good weekend. 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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