March 5, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Notes
(1)  Coastal Sea-Rise Hazard Management – or Not: 
Lehmann, Evan.  “Storm-wary Australian Officials Ponder Costs of Coastal Development.” New York Times, March 4, 2009.  At:  http://www.nytimes.com/cwire/2009/03/04/04climatewire-stormwary-australian-officials-ponder-costs-o-9976.html?pagewanted=all 

Excerpts: 

Australians are suddenly afraid of the water.
It's a self-preserving response that many climate change experts say is lacking in the United States, which is pursuing policies -- in a time of rising seas -- that many believe are encouraging coastal development in storm-prone areas. 

New South Wales is trying something different. It is Australia's most populous state, with long coastlines and the continent's largest port city, Sydney. And it's shrinking. The ocean is expected to rise along its shores by more than 15 inches over the next 40 years, and by almost 3 feet this century. 

State officials are preparing for widespread inundation by discouraging new development along the coast, a strategy not commonly found in the United States, where shoreline properties generate valuable local tax revenues. 

New South Wales leaders, however, believe the cost of building now -- and evacuating later -- could be an expensive burden on state budgets. So they are warning local communities to prohibit new construction projects that fail to account for advancing high tides and devastating storm surges…. 

In the United States, meanwhile, states and local governments are still allowing and sometimes even inviting construction in hazardous areas, critics assert, despite clear warnings that large sections of Florida, for example, will eventually be overrun by expanding seas…. 

(2)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 1-4, 2009: 
Admissions Office has informed us that a number of the approximately 200 applications received have not complied with the new procedure for conferences which requires that the applicant write in on the top of the application form whether they are requesting housing or not.  Thus, those who wish to attend who have not submitted an application, please indicate on the top of the form whether or not housing is being requested. 

While on the topic of the Conference, one of the other questions we have received has to do with how to get an invitation, if not already invited – for technical reasons the conference in “by invitation.”  The answer is to email Barbara.l..johnson@dhs.gov and request an invitation.  Information related to the upcoming conference is now being added weekly to the conference “box” on the EM Hi-Ed Program home-page -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference09.asp 

(3)  Gulf Coast Hurricane Recovery: 
Department of Homeland Security.  “Secretaries Donovan and Napolitano Announce Hurricane Recovery Funding for Louisiana.”  Washington, DC:  DHS Office of the Press Secretary, March 5, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1236280325302.shtm 

Excerpt:  

New Orleans – On day one of U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Shaun Donovan and U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Janet Napolitano’s listening tour throughout New Orleans and the Gulf Coast, the secretaries announced hundreds of millions of dollars in funding to Louisiana to stimulate long-term recovery in the wake of last year’s devastating hurricane season and Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.    

“Today, we turn the page and start a new chapter in the federal partnership with communities throughout Louisiana,” said Donovan. “HUD will work very closely with our counterparts at the state and local level to make certain families can continue to live and work in the Bayou State, whether it's producing affordable rental housing, supporting our most vulnerable citizens, or stimulating the state’s employment base.” 

“Our commitment to the Gulf Coast remains unwavering and our determination to bring to completion many of the projects is still underway,” said DHS Secretary Napolitano. “A lot of progress has been made to help the region recover, but it is abundantly clear that there are still areas where progress has stalled, bureaucracy has set-in, and people continue to struggle. My goal is to eliminate the red tape, help rebuild now and rebuild the region stronger than ever.” 

(4)  Hazards 101 College Course Treatment Development Project: 
Reviewed today an outline -- received yesterday from Dr. Robert Schwartz, Associate Professor of Emergency Management, University of Akron – of a course which would survey the range of hazards confronting the U.S.  Development of this outline is the first step in a three-step course treatment development process.  The remaining two pieces are the development of a full course syllabus and the development of the first, or introductory, session for the course. The outline is short enough to cut and past herein: 

Course Title: Survey of Hazards and Disasters 

This course is divided into five major topics.  Topic I is designed to be taught first.  However, the instructor can arrange topics II-IV to suit their preference.  Hazards and Disasters covered have either occurred in the United States or have the potential to impact U.S. citizens.  The course outline is following the model of 15 three-hour sessions of one session a week for 15 weeks.  This material can be divided into either a twice a week or three times a week format. 

Topic I: Introduction to Hazards 

Session 1: Instructor and student introductions; Course orientation -- Objectives, 

rationale, policies, evaluation criteria, expectations of instructor, student responsibilities, classification of Hazards and Disasters: Natural, Anthropogenic Non-intentional, Anthropogenic Intentional. 

Session 2: Introduction to Hazards Concepts and Theory: Hazards, Accidents, Emergencies, Crises, Disasters, Catastrophes, Calamities, Vulnerability, Risk. 

Topic II: Natural Hazards 

Session 3: Geological Hazards: Earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanoes 

Session 4: Hydrological Hazards: Drought, Floods 

Session 5: Quiz 1; Hydrological Hazards: Wildfires; Biological Hazards: Epidemics 

Session 6: Biological Hazards: Health Issues; Midterm Examination 

Session 7: Atmospheric Hazards: Thunderstorms, Tornadoes, High Winds, Fog 

Session 8: Atmospheric Hazards: Heat Waves, Winter Storms, Hurricanes 

Topic III. Anthropogenic Non-intentional Hazards 

Session 9:  Technological, Hazardous Materials, Environmental 

Session 10: Industrial, Mining, Nuclear 

Session 11: Transportation, Structural (Fires, Collapse) Quiz 2 

Topic IV: Anthropogenic Intentional Hazards 

Session 12: Mass Shootings, Civil Disobedience (Panic, Riots) 

Session 13: Terrorism, Weapons of Mass Destruction 

Topic V: Future Hazards in the U.S. 

Session 14: Potential Future Hazards 

Session 15: Final Examination 

Review comments on this course outline can be provided to either or both:  rms73@uakron.edu or wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 

(5)  Law and Emergency Management: 

Received today a proposal from William C. Nicholson, Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, North Carolina Central University, for a presentation during the June 1-4, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference here at EMI.  

In Pursuit of Legal Sufficiency: Issues and Answers for Local Emergency Managers and Attorneys 

Presentation Description: 
On the federal, state, and local levels, legal enactments generate the formal structure, daily responsibilities, and powers of emergency management organizations.  Local government attorneys and local emergency managers are responsible for understanding and applying these laws with the goals of maximizing public safety and procuring the greatest possible amount of financial support from other levels of government.  

The National Fire Protection Association Standard 1600, “Recommended Practices for Disaster/Emergency Management and Business Continuity Programs” (NFPA 1600) sets the “industry standard” for best practices in emergency management.  NFPA 1600 is the basis for the Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP), which is endorsed by many organizations, including FEMA.  EMAP commands comprehension of and conformity with applicable law, as do FEMA’s Guide for All Hazards Emergency Operations Planning (SLG 101), NIMS, and the National Response Framework.  Despite these mandates, however, the Nationwide Plan Review Phase 2 Report revealed that, at both the state and large city levels, about one-third of the plans reviewed were only Partly Satisfactory regarding coverage of enabling legislation.  Facing as they do greater challenges in funding than states and large cities (which may have UASI grants), a much greater percentage of local emergency managers receives insufficient legal advice. 

Notwithstanding the requirement for understanding and compliance with legal standards, many emergency management organizations face significant challenges in obtaining competent legal advice. This paper will explore the reasons for this insufficiency and propose solutions to address the shortfall. 

(6)  National Infrastructure Advisory Council (NIAC) Fact Sheet – Updated – Accessible at 
http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/niac/niac_brochure.pdf 

(7)  NTSB Report on Improved Safety Measures for Mobile Acetylene Trailers:  

Title: Mobile Acetylene Trailer Accidents: Fire During Unloading in Dallas, Texas, July 25, 2007; Fire During Unloading in The Woodlands, Texas, August 7, 2007; and Overturn and Fire in East New Orleans, Louisiana, October 20, 2007.  NTSB Report Number: SIR-09-01 Adopted on January 13, 2009 http://www.ntsb.gov/Publictn/Z_stu.htm. 
(8)  Pandemic Communication Strategies: 
Jones, Sandra C., Louise Waters, Omnia Holland, John Bevins, and Don Iverson. “Developing Pandemic Communication Strategies:  Preparation Without Panic.” Journal of Business Research, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6V7S-4VPV8RW-4&_user=10&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C00 0050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=e9b88e328d0bd4d1a631ae702b902082 

(9)  Student Volunteers – Emergency Management Higher Education Conf., June 1-4, 2009 
Micheal Kemp (CEM), North Dakota State University, who is in charge of the “Student Volunteer” portion of the June 1-4 EM Hi-Ed Conference, emails to note that thus far 22 students have been signed up as volunteers – 17 graduate students and 5 undergraduate.  He has 16 other queries concerning the remaining 18 spots – we anticipate being able to accommodate 40 EM Hi-Ed Volunteer Students.  The students thus far signed-up are from the following schools: 

Adelphi University =1 

American Military University =5 

Arkansas Tech University =2 

California State University =1 

Elmira College = 4 

Jacksonville State University =1 

North Dakota State University =2 

Philadelphia University =1 

Regent University =1 

University of Delaware =1 

University Maryland =1 

University of North Carolina =1 

Background information on signing up as an EM HiEd Student Volunteer can be accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/09conf/Student%20Volunteer%20Information.doc 

To sign up or acquire additional info, contact Micheal Kemp at:  Micheal.kemp@ndsu.edu 

(10)  University of North Texas – New Office of Emergency Management Website and Info: 
Received request today from Luis Tapia, Emergency Management & Planning Coordinator, University of North Texas to post a note concerning the recent launch there of an emergency preparedness website:  http://www.emergency.unt.edu/ 

Topics covered include: 
        Evacuation routes and shelter in place locations 
        Mass notification systems 
        Emergency preparedness links for individuals with disabilities 
        Family emergency plans 
        Safety Protocols – including Armed Subjects 
        Videos on personal safety, severe weather, and more 
If you have any questions or comments, feel free to contact Luis Tapia at 940-369-8130 or Luis.Tapia@unt.edu 
(11)  Disaster History Today – March 5-9, 1962 -- “Ash Wednesday” Nor’easter, Mid Atlantic States: 
“The strongest nor'easter of this century [Greater Washington and Baltimore Metropolitan Area] struck the Mid Atlantic Region on March 5-9, 1962. 

“It caused over $200 million (1962 dollars) in property damage and major coastal erosion from North Carolina to Long Island, NY. In New Jersey alone, it was estimated to have destroyed or greatly damaged 45,000 homes. The Red Cross recorded that the storm killed 40 people. It hit during "Spring Tide." When the sun and moon are in phase, they produce a higher than normal astronomical tide. 

“Water reached nine feet at Norfolk (flooding begins around five feet). Houses were toppled into the ocean and boardwalks were broken and twisted. The islands of Chincoteague and Assateague were completely underwater. Ocean City, Maryland sustained major damage especially to the south end of the island. Winds up to 70 mph built 40-foot waves at sea. 

“Heavy snow fell in the Appalachian Mountains. Big Meadows, southeast of Luray, recorded Virginia's greatest 24-hour snowfall with 33 inches and the greatest single storm snowfall with 42 inches. Nearly two feet of snow fell from Charlottesville (21 inches) to Luray (24 inches) to Winchester (22 inches). Roads were blocked and electrical service was out for several days.”  

Source: 

National Weather Service.  The Greatest Storms of the Century in the Greater Washington-Baltimore Region.  Sterling, VA:  Baltimore/Washington National Weather Service Forecast Office, December 28, 2005 update.  At:  http://www.erh.noaa.gov/er/lwx/Historic_Events/StormsOfCentury.html 

(12)  Email Inbox Backlog:  1,444 

(13)  EM Hi-Ed Program Notes Subscribers:  18,955 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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