March 4, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Notes
(1) CDC Public Health Preparedness Report” 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Public Health Preparedness: Strengthening CDC’s Emergency Response (A CDC Report on Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response (TPER)-Funded Activities.  Atlanta, GA:  CDC, January 2009, 73 pages.  Accessed at:  http://emergency.cdc.gov/publications/jan09phprep/pdf/jan09phprep.pdf   Also at:  http://emergency.cdc.gov/publications/jan09phprep/index.asp 
(2)  Florida Director of Division of Emergency Management Nominated to Head FEMA – Craig Fugate 
White House, Office of the Press Secretary.  “President Obama Announces His Intent to Nominate Craig Fugate as FEMA Administrator.”  Wash., DC: White House, March 4, 2009. At:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/President-Obama-Announces-His-Intent-to-Nominate-Craig-Fugate-as-FEMA-Administrator/ 
WASHINGTON – Today, President Obama announced his intent to nominate the Director of the Florida Division of Emergency Management, Craig Fugate to be his FEMA Administrator. 
On the nomination of Craig Fugate, President Obama said, "From his experience as a first responder to his strong leadership as Florida’s Emergency Manager, Craig has what it takes to help us improve our preparedness, response and recovery efforts and I can think of no one better to lead FEMA.  I’m confident that Craig is the right person for the job and will ensure that the failures of the past are never repeated. 
Fugate will join Homeland Security Secretary Napolitano for an event in New Orleans tomorrow. More details to follow. 
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Napolitano said, "FEMA must have experienced leadership to succeed in its challenging mission.  Craig Fugate is no stranger to emergency management or to FEMA.  He is one of the most respected emergency managers in the nation, and the work he’s accomplished in Florida serves as a model for other states to follow.  He will be a tremendous asset to FEMA and its employees, and I look forward to working with him." 
Craig Fugate, Nominee for FEMA Administrator 
As the Director of the Florida Division of Emergency Management, Mr. Fugate oversees an agency with 138 full time staff. The Division coordinates disaster response, recovery, preparedness and mitigation efforts with each of the state's 67 counties and local 

governments. In September 2003, the Florida Emergency Management Program became the first state emergency management program in the nation to receive full accreditation from the Emergency Management Accreditation Program. 
(3)  House Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing on Gulf Coast Recovery: 
House Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness, and Response, Homeland Security Committee.  FEMA’s Gulf Coast Rebuilding Efforts:  The Path Forward (Hearing).  Washington, DC:  House of Representatives, March 3, 2009.  Prepared statements and other material accessible at:  http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=172 

  
(4)  Theory of Emergency Management – Public Administration Perspective: 
Received today for review, from Dr. Robert Ward, LSU, and Dr. Gary Wamsley, VPI, a 31-page “Course Treatment,” the purpose of which would be to serve as the foundation for developing and teaching a graduate-level course on “Theory of Emergency Management from a Public Administration Point-of-View.”  If funding and time were available here, the course treatment could also serve as the basis for the award of a contract to develop a full college course.  Will forward the “Course Treatment” to the EMI web staff for posting to the “Course “Treatment” section the “Free College Courses” tab on the EM Hi-Ed Program Website.  May want to bookmark the following page to check in a week or two.  Feel free to provide review comments to wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov.  The URL is:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/coursetreat.asp 

  

  

(5)  This Day in Disaster History – March 4, 1908 -- Collinwood Ohio School Fire (Lake View Elementary School): 

On March 4, 1908, the worst school fire in American history consumed Lakeview Elementary School in Collinwood, taking the lives of 172 children,
[1] two teachers, and one local resident…. On that fateful day, a fire started in the basement of the seven-year old Lakeview Elementary building. The wooden building was soon engulfed in flames as the fire bell was sounded. At the sound of the bell and the realization that this was no drill, the children inside the building panicked and rushed down the stairs to the only fire escape, located at the bottom of the back stairway. (Jablonski, 1998) 

The fleeing children became wedged tightly on the stairs behind a set of inner vestibule doors which were narrower than the outer doors.  The horror of the Collinwood fire caused numerous school inspections across the country, which resulted in stricter laws.  (Encyclopedia of Cleveland History. “The Collinwood School Fire.”
[2]) 

“The Collinwood School Fire inspired local, state, and national governments to pass new building codes to prevent future disasters of this magnitude. The community of Collinwood raised funds to rebuild the school, making the new building a model for safety standards in that era.”  (Ohio History Central, “Collingwood School Fire”)  

Sources:  

Encyclopedia of Cleveland History.  “The Collinwood School Fire.”  March 27 1998 update.  Accessed at:  http://ech.case.edu/ech-cgi/article.pl?id=CSF 

Jablonski, Ray.  “The Neighborhood Never Forgets:  90 Years After Infamous Blaze, Ceremony is Tribute to Lakeview Victims.”  Sun News, October 8, 1998.  Accessed at:  http://web.archive.org/web/20070310221713/http://www.sunnews.com/news/1998/1008/collinwoodfire.htm 

National Fire Protection Association.  Deadliest Large-Loss Fires. “The deadliest fires and explosions in U.S. history by property class.”  Accessed 3/3/2009 at:  http://www.nfpa.org/itemDet ail.asp?categoryID=954&itemID=23344&URL=Research%20&%20Reports/Fire%20statistics/Deadliest/large-loss%20fires 
Ohio Historical Society. “Collinwood School Fire.” Ohio History Central:  An Encyclopedia of Ohio History.    Accessed 11/12/2008 at:  http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/entry.php?rec=491 

  

(6)  Inbox Email Backlog:  1,498 

  
(7)  EM Hi-Ed Program Notes Subscription:  18,907 subscribers. 
The Beginning. 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 



Update Your E-mail Address | Change Delivery Preference | Update State and Zip Code | Unsubscribe 

Subscribe to receive alerts during disasters in your state. 

If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 

Privacy Policy | GovDelivery is providing this information on behalf of U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and may not use the information for any other purposes. 

FEMA · U.S. Department of Homeland Security · Washington, DC 20472 · 1 (800) 621-FEMA (3362) 

�[1] Ohio History Central notes that 173 children died. 


�[2] Cites:  Henry Neil. Complete Story of the Collinwood Disaster and How Such Horrors Can Be Prevented (1908). 





