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(1)  CNN Interview with DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano: 

CNN, The Situation Room with Wolf Blitzer:  “Transcript:  Janet Napolitano Sits Down with CNN’s Wolf Blitzer,” March 19, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/2009/03/19/20090319napolitanotranscript0319.html 

(2)  Spring Flooding Threat: 
Schmid, Randolph E.  “Melting Snow Threatens Spring Flooding in North.”  Associated Press, March 19, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hUDhcc4DizswHVxceCoRSMJ7Ma6gD971BB180 
(3)  This Day in Disaster History -- March 20, 1953 -- Transocean Air Flight  942 Crash, 

       NE or Alvarado, CA   -- 35 Fatalities 
--  35  Aviation Safety Network.  Accident Description. Transocean Air Lines, 20 Mar 1953. 
--  35  CAB. AIR. Transocean Air Lines, Alvarado, California, March 20, 1953. 
“A Douglas DC-4 aircraft, N 88942, owned and operated by Transocean Air Lines, crashed in a field near Alvarado, California, at approximately 1838, 1 March 20, 1953. All of the 35 occupants including the crew of five were killed. The aircraft was demolished. 
“Transocean Air Lines Flight 942 of March 20, 1953, departed Roswell, New Mexico, at 1211 for Oakland, California. On board were 30 military passengers and a crew [ of five]…. 

“Investigation revealed that the aircraft crashed in a large flat field located three miles on a magnetic bearing of 323 degrees from the Newark compass locator and one and one-half miles northeast of the town of Alvarado, California. The surrounding terrain consisted of flat farm land on which were a few scattered houses, fences, and trees. The elevation of the field is approximately 17 feet MSL. 
“The aircraft first struck the ground on its right wing tip and with the wing in a near vertical position, then cartwheeled and disintegrated. Wreckage was scattered over an area approximately 800 feet long and 300 feet wide. Due to impact forces and the resultant fire, the aircraft broke into numerous small pieces, many of which were destroyed by fire with only two large sections of the aircraft remaining after the crash…. 
“Approximately three minutes elapsed between the time the flight was cleared to descend [at Oakland] and the message that it was leaving 8,000 feet. This is not an unusually long period of time for the crew to begin descent after receipt of descent clearance as it is not known at what point in the holding pattern the aircraft received permission to descend. This holding pattern is a one-minute right elliptical track to be made southeast of the Newark compass locator on the east side of the southeast course of the Oakland range. If the aircraft was headed toward the southeast when the clearance was received, the captain may have, for reasons of his own, elected to complete his turn and head northwest toward the compass locator before he began his descent. Since the wind at 7,000 feet was reported as from 280 degrees at 55 miles per hour, this may have further reduced the ground speed on the approach to the locator and may possibly justify the three minutes involved. Once the descent was started, the flight reported leaving each 1,000-foot level until the final report stating that it was over the Newark compass locator at 3,500 feet in-bound at 1836. None Of these reports indicated that the flight was experiencing any difficulty nor did it declare an emergency at any time. The descent was made from 8,000 feet to 3,500 feet in six minutes at an approximate rate of 750 feet per minute. Although the descent to this level was made at a rate almost double that which Chief Pilot Rodgers instructed the company’s pilots to use with passengers aboard, 750 feet per minute is well within safe limits. It is possible that because the crew was being checked, Pilot Rodgers purposely withheld criticism of their flying technique until the flight was completed. 
“All known faces indicate that the aircraft became uncontrollable almost immediately after the report leaving 3,500 feet was made. One, the accident occurred at a point about three miles inbound from the Newark compass locator and about two minutes after the last report was made; this necessitated an abnormal rate of descent of approximately 1,750 feet per minute. Two, witnesses agreed that the aircraft, when first seen beneath the clouds, was in a steep right wing low slipping attitude and that it remained in this attitude until striking the ground. 
“What caused the aircraft to become uncontrollable is not known…. [A] possible cause of the accident could have been the accumulation of ice on the surfaces of the aircraft in sufficient magnitude to have caused loss of control since the flight had flown for a considerable period of time above 5,000 feet in an area in which icing conditions prevailed. It is also apparent that the loss of control did not occur until after the pilot had made his routine report over the Newark fan marker at 3,500 feet. Had the aircraft been subjected to such a heavy icing condition, the ice could not have dissipated during the short period of time involved in making the descent despite the warmer temperature below 5,000 feet and the proper functioning of the aircrafts deicer equipment…. 
“Although the Board cannot state definitely that aircraft ice probably caused this accident, it is apparent that if the crew did not appreciate the seriousness of ice accretion and take preventive measures at once, the performance of the aircraft could have rapidly been reduced to a dangerous degree relative to control and stall speeds.  It is recognized, however, that several other circumstances might have been involved, the evidence of which could have been destroyed by the impact and fire.”  (CAB. AIR. Transocean Air Lines, Alvarado, California, March 20, 1953.) 
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Trust that all have or had a good weekend. 
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