March 19, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Notes:

(1)  Disaster “Lessons” Not Learned:

ScienceDaily.  “Lessons From Hurricane Rita Not Practiced During Hurricane Ike.”  March 19, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/03/090313110752.htm
A new Rice University report released yesterday, exactly six months after Hurricane Ike slammed the Texas Gulf Coast, suggests that people did not practice the lessons learned from Hurricane Rita.
Thanks to Claire Rubin for bringing this to our attention.
(2)  Emergency Managers Weekly Report:

Received today a file too large to attach to the EM Hi-Ed Notes – the “Emergency Managers Weekly Report” compiled by Steve Detwiler.  One of the locations it can be accessed is at:  www.6Pinternational.com/news.php
(3)  Homeland Security and Transportation Sector:

Borrone, Lillian C. and Stephen D. Van Beek.  “10 Steps to Improve Homeland Security.”  The Journal of Commerce, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.joc.com/node/410147
Excerpt:

While a great deal has been accomplished over the last eight years to increase the transportation system’s security, the Obama administration has the opportunity to improve homeland security and the ways in which it affects the commercial viability of the transportation sector.  Here are 10 suggestions to Congress and the Department of Homeland Security….   [Click on link above.]
(4)  Landslides:

Land Letter The Natural Resources Weekly Report).  “Landslides:  Growing Problem Remains Largely Ignored Despite Risks to Life, Property.”  March 19, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.eenews.net/ll/
(5)  Pandemic Planning – Australia:

Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing.  Australian Health Management Plan for Pandemic Influenza.  Commonwealth of Australia, 2008, 147 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.flupandemic.gov.au/internet/panflu/publishing.nsf/Content/8435EDE93CB6FCB8CA2573D700128ACA/$File/Pandemic%20FINAL%20webready.pdf
(6)  Post-Disaster Housing:

Berry, Deborah Barfield.  The Clarion-Ledger (MS).  “Disaster Officials Pledge to do better.”  March 19, 2009. At:  http://www.clarionledger.com/article/20090319/NEWS/903190335/1001/news
Excerpts:

Government agencies failed to provide adequate housing for Gulf Coast hurricane victims, federal housing and emergency disaster officials acknowledged Wednesday.  They vowed they will do a better job under the Obama administration.

Officials from the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Department of Housing and Urban Development made their comments at a hearing before the Senate Homeland Security subcommittee on disaster recovery.

The hearing followed a report issued by the subcommittee blasting the agencies for their slow response in providing housing aid for hundreds of thousands of Gulf Coast victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  "There is very little, if anything, I disagree with" in the report, Nancy Ward, acting administrator for FEMA, told lawmakers….

FEMA officials said they will work with HUD to improve disaster response related to housing, and they plan to set up a National Disaster Housing Task Force of local and federal officials.

(7)  This Day in Disaster History -- -- March 19, 1982 – United States Air Force Strategic Air Command KC-135 Jet Tanker Crash near Woodstock, IL
 --    27 Fatalities:
“Operated by the Strategic Air Command, the jet  tanker [58-0031] crashed, exploded and burned 40 miles (65 km) north-west of Chicago's O'Hare International Airport [~21:10], where it was to have landed. All 27 American military personnel aboard perished, including four crewmen. 
“The aircraft had earlier in the evening been on a training mission and making practice landing approaches to K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base, in Upper Michigan, then landed there to pick up a load of passengers, all of whom were stranded by the grounding of a C-130 transport due to mechanical trouble. After being cleared for descent from 22,000 to 8,000ft (6,700-2,500m), and seconds after acknowledging a request for a speed reduction, the KC-135 disintegrated, its fuselage breaking apart and vertical and horizontal stabilizers and all four engines separating. At the moment of its structural failure, the cleanly-configured aircraft had been descending on an almost due southerly heading at a true air speed of around 360mph (580kph) and was at an approximate height of 13,700ft (4,200m), and it then plummeted almost vertically into the wooded, marshy terrain. 
“Wreckage was scattered over an area about 5 miles…long and 2 miles (3km) wide. It was dark at the time of the accident, and the weather conditions in the area consisted of light to moderate rain showers, a ceiling of around 500ft (150m) and a surface visibility of 1 to 3 miles (1.5-5km).  Winds at the approximate height of the break-up were about 30 knots from a south-westerly direction. 
“According to the investigative report, the probability of thunderstorm activity being in the vicinity of the crash site at the time appeared 'extremely low'. Following a thorough examination of the wreckage, no conclusive evidence was found pinpointing what caused the disintegration of the aircraft. Considered as 'most probable', according to the investigative report, was an over-pressurization under the cargo floor, an area that houses fuel and other potential sources of ignition. An explosion caused by the ignition of accumulated combustible vapors occur​ring in that area could, in fact, rapidly propagate to adjacent areas where fuel is present. There was also `strong evidence' of explosive over-pressures in the forward, aft and upper fuel tank areas. Significantly, investigation showed that were the walls or fittings of the rubber bladder cells containing the volatile liquid to fail, fuel or vapor could be released into the tank cavity and in turn migrate to other parts of the aircraft. Although there was no evidence of a lightning strike, and no definite factor could be identified, the report noted that there would have been many potential sources of ignition throughout the KC-135. Among these were hot surfaces, such as boost pumps or bleed air lines; electrical arcing or chafing of electrical power lines. One recommenda​tion was for the thorough examination of electrical wiring and antenna routing to assure proper clear​ance in order to prevent chafing, especially in areas where fuel vapors are present. Subsequent testing, however, showed that the ignition of fuel vapors through chafing of the very-high-frequency antenna lead, one early concern, was 'not probable’.”  (Gero. 1999, pp. 142-143)
References:
Aircraft Crashes Record Office (Geneva, Switzerland).  Illinois.  Accessed 3/9/2009 at:  http://www.baaa-acro.com/Pays/Etats-Unis/Illinois.htm
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