July 8, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program 
“Notes of the Day"
  

(1)  Arkansas Tech University: 

RUSSELLVILLE, Ark. — Many graduate programs at universities across the country are seeing an increase in enrollment, due in part to the decreasing number of job opportunities available in the workforce. 

Many people in the Arkansas River Valley and nationwide are enrolling in classes at Arkansas Tech University because of their unique and affordable graduate programs. 

  

"Arkansas Tech University allowed me to go to grad school. I have a wife, six kids and a full-time job as the emergency management coordinator at Arkansas Children's Hospital," Doug Brown, emergency management homeland security master's student said. "I could not have gone to grad school if it weren't for this program at Tech. I looked at other programs but Tech worked with me. They are more affordable and they are known nationwide for this program particularly, and I feel I have my job today because Tech has become a leader in this field."… Many courses are offered online including the complete college student personnel degree and the majority of the emergency administration and management degree. 

"You know we have a lot of students that come to our campus and work as resident hall directors and live in the dorm as they are continuing their education and getting their graduate degrees," Susie Nicholson, executive assistant to the president director, said. Nicholson said there are approximately 100 graduate assistantships available on campus that offer paid tuition in addition to a monthly stipend. For students concerned about finding a job in their chosen field during this recession, these assistantships, not only provide an opportunity to improve one's marketability but also providing valuable and relevant work experience at the same time. 

"Due to the current economic environment and the fact that it is becoming increasingly important to have a graduate degree for long-term success, Tech is anticipating increased enrollment in our graduate programs from both new graduates and from people looking to change career direction. It is a wise decision in either situation because the potential income gain is substantial," Dr. Robert C. Brown, president of Arkansas Tech University said. 

J. O. Bailey is a student in the emergency management masters program. He said the unique aspect to his field is that all the classes are offered online and can be taken anywhere in the United States.  "You can continue to work as you attend a lot of school," Bailey said. "Within my program they bring an extremely diverse, top-notch faculty with knowledge of this field. Every semester it grows and it gets better. This is definitely something people should keep an eye on in the future."  (Nobles, Cindi.  “Ark. Tech Sees Increase in Grad School Enrollment,” The Courier.  Accessed at:  http://content.usatoday.net/dist/custom/gci/InsidePage.aspx?cId=baxterbulletin&sParam=31057473.story ) 

(2)  Comparative Emergency Management – College Course Development Project: 
Have received for review Session 9, “Risk Assessment, Analysis, and Evaluation,” from lead course developer George Haddow, George Washington University.  The “Instructor Guide” component of this 3-hour session is 41 pages, and is supported by 22 Power Point slides.  The “Scope” and “Objectives” of this session are as follows:  

Scope:  

During this session the instructor will introduce the concept of risk and its two components: likelihood and consequence.  This will lead to a discussion on the assessment and analysis of risk using qualitative and quantitative systems of measurements, and risk matrices to compare assessed risks.  Risk acceptability assessment methodologies will also be presented in this context.  Finally, a brief introduction to risk evaluation methodologies used by different governments will be provided. 

Objectives:  

9.1              Provide a Detailed Definition and Description of Risk in the Context of the Emergency Management Profession. 



9.2              Provide a background on the various forms of consequences considered in a hazard risk assessment and analysis. 



9.3              Explain how Likelihood and Consequence may both be represented as either qualitative or quantitative values. 



9.4              Describe the Process by which Hazard Likelihood and Consequence are Analyzed. 



9.5              Explain how Individual Risks are Evaluated in a Standardized Format. 



9.6              Explore Examples of Risk Management in Practice 



These course materials will be provided to the EMI web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program website – Free College Course Materials section – Courses under Development subsection -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/cem.asp -- where it should be accessible soon.  There are several other draft sessions at this location as well.  For questions on this upper division college course development project please contact George Haddow directly at:  ghaddow@gwu.edu 

(3)  CRS Report on DHS Assistance to S & Ls: 
Assistance to States and Localities:  A Summary and Issues for the 111th Congress.  Washington, DC:  CRS, June 8, 2009, 28 pages.  At:  http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40246_20090608.pdf 

Abstract:  

In light of lessons learned from the September 2001, terrorist attacks and other catastrophes such as Hurricanes Katrina and Gustav, the 111th Congress is expected to consider questions and issues associated with federal homeland security assistance. Federal homeland security assistance, for the purpose of this report, is defined as U.S. Department of Homeland Security programs that provide funding, training, or technical assistance to states, localities, tribes, and other entities to prepare for, respond to, and recover from man-made and natural disasters. Since the nation is still threatened by terrorist attacks and natural disasters, the 111th Congress may wish to consider questions and challenges about whether, or how, federal homeland security assistance policy should be revisited. Policy solutions could affect, and be constrained by, existing law and regulations, and constitutional considerations. Since FY2002, Congress has appropriated over $29 billion for homeland security assistance to states, specified urban areas and critical infrastructures (such as ports and rail systems), the District of Columbia, and U.S. insular areas. Originally, in FY2002, there were eight programs; in FY2009 there are 17 programs. This expansion and scope of homeland security assistance programs are the result of congressional and executive branch actions. 

  

The Grant Programs Directorate, within the Federal Emergency Management Agency, administers these programs for the Department of Homeland Security. Each assistance program has either an all-hazards purpose or a terrorism preparedness purpose. However, in FY2009, 61% of funding has been appropriated for terrorism preparedness programs, a decision which has been criticized by some grant recipients, Members of Congress, and others. The Presidents budget for FY 2010 proposes $909 million less for the state and local programs than was appropriated in FY2009, however, some programs would receive increased funding in FY 2010. This reduction is primarily the result of the Administration not requesting funding for Emergency Operations Centers, Commercial Equipment Direct Assistance Program, Over-the-Road Bus Security Program, the Trucking Security Grant program, and the Center for Counterterrorism and Cyber Crime, and the Administration has also requested a funding reduction for the State Local Training Program, Transportation and Infrastructure Protection, and Assistance to Firefighters. This report summarizes these programs, and identifies and analyzes potential issues for the 111th Congress. These issues include (1) the purpose and number of assistance programs; (2) the evaluation of the use of grant funding; (3) the determination of eligible grant recipients; (4) the programs funding amounts; and (5) the programs funding distribution methodologies. Some of these issues have been debated and legislation passed since FY 2002. However, some observers, including Members of Congress and President Barack Obama’s administration, have raised them as issues. This report will be updated when congressional or executive branch actions warrant. 

(4)  Curriculum Design – Philip Palin, “Homeland Security Watch,” on HLS Curricula: 
Palin, Philip J.  “Homeland Security Vision, Mission, Purpose, and Accreditation,” Homeland Security Watch (General Homeland Security), July 7, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.hlswatch.com/ -- scroll down to find – will eventually be moved to the GHS file. 

(5)  FEMA FY 2010 Budget Hearing, House Subcommittee on Emer. Com., Prep, Response 
House Committee on Homeland Security, Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness and Response.  “The FY 2010 Budget for the Federal Emergency Management Agency.”  Washington, DC:  House Hearing, June 9, 2009.  Archived video feed, Prepared statements, FEMA Administrator Fugate Testimony, and Correspondence accessed at:  http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=195 

(6)  High Hazard Coal Ash Dumps/Dams List Release by EPA: 
The Environmental Protection Agency has released a list of 44 “high hazard potential” coal ash waste dumps across the country. The “high hazard” rating applied to sites where a dam failure would most likely result in a loss of human life, the environmental agency advisory said, but did not assess the structural integrity of the dam or its likelihood of failure. 

Dewan, Shaila.  “E.P.A. Lists ‘High Hazard’ Coal Ash Dumps,” NY Times, June 30, 2009.  At:  http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/01/science/earth/01ash.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=%2benvironment+%2bcoal&st=nyt 
(7)  Long-Term Recovery from Disaster: 
Rubin, Claire B.  “Long Term Recovery from Disasters – The Neglected Component of Emergency Management.”  Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Vol. 6, Issue 1, Article 46, 2009, 19 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.bepress.com/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1616&context=jhsem 
Abstract:  

This paper stems from my presentation on long-term recovery given at the 2009 All-Hazards Higher Education Conference, sponsored by the Department of Homeland Security at its Emergency Management Institute, June 2-4, 2009. 

(8)  Pandemic: 
Congressional Research Service (Sarah A. Lister and C. Stephen Redhead).  The 2009 Influenza Pandemic:  An Overview.  Washington, DC:  CRS, June 12, 2009, 30 pages.  Accessed at:  http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40554_20090612.pdf 

Abstract: 

On April 29, 2009, in response to the global spread of a new strain of influenza, the World Health Organization (WHO) raised its influenza (flu) pandemic alert level to Phase 5, one level below declaring that a global influenza pandemic was underway. On June 11, as the virus continued to spread on several continents, WHO declared the outbreak to be an influenza pandemic (Phase 6). WHO’s pandemic declaration is based on the geographic spread of the virus, not on a worsening of the severity of the illnesses it causes. Officials now believe the outbreak of the new flu strain began in Mexico in March 2009, or perhaps earlier. The novel H1N1 swine flu was first identified in California in late April. Health officials quickly linked the new virus to many of the illnesses in Mexico. Since then, cases have been reported around the world. As of June 11, 2009, almost 29,000 cases were reported in 74 countries, on all continents but Antarctica. Most of the reported cases are in Mexico, the United States, and Canada. However, increasing numbers of cases are now reported in Argentina, Chile, Australia, and other countries in the Southern Hemisphere, as their winter approaches and flu transmission becomes more efficient. Health officials note that reported cases likely represent only a fraction of actual infections. For example, a U.S. official commented in May that there may actually have been upwards of 100,000 cases thus far in the United States. Investigations to date suggest that human infections with the new flu strain are usually mild, although severe illnesses and deaths have been reported. 

  

This pattern is similar to the behavior of seasonal flu, which circulates the globe each year. It is also consistent with the likelihood of substantial underreporting, as noted above. Health officials continue to monitor the situation, saying that the efficiency of viral transmission and the severity of illness could change. When the outbreak began in late April, U.S. federal agencies adopted a pandemic response posture under the overall coordination of the Secretary of Homeland Security. Among other things, officials have released antiviral drugs from the national stockpile, and launched efforts to develop and manufacture a vaccine. The Obama Administration has requested about $9 billion in emergency supplemental appropriations and contingent budget transfer authorities to address the threat. House and Senate appropriators have included pandemic flu funding in pending FY2009 supplemental appropriations. Congressional committees in both chambers have convened hearings to assess the situation. This report first provides a synopsis of key events, actions taken, and authorities invoked by WHO, the U.S. federal government, and state and local governments. It then discusses the WHO process to determine the phase of a flu pandemic, and selected actions taken by the Departments of Homeland Security and Health and Human Services, and by state and local authorities. Next, it lists congressional hearings held to date, and provides information about appropriations and funding for pandemic flu activities. Finally, it summarizes U.S. government pandemic flu planning documents and lists sources for additional information about the situation as it unfolds. This report will be continually updated to reflect unfolding events. 

(9)  University of South Carolina – Investigating Development of Emer. Mgmt. Degree: 

Talked today with Louis W. Walter, Training Coordinator, South Carolina Division of Emergency Management, concerning how the FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program and the SC EMD could support an investigation underway at the University of South Carolina into the development of an emergency management degree program. We had a wide-ranging conversation and we noted that we were very much in support of the development of an emergency management higher education program at the University of South Carolina.  Mr. Walter noted that Dr. Susan Cutter, Department of Geography, was one of the faculty members he has been communicating with.  This investigation is a joint administration/faculty endeavor.  For more information, Louis Walter can be reached at:  lwalter@emd.sc.gov 

(10) This Day in Disaster History: July 8-October 14, 1832
[1] --Cholera Hits Paterson, NJ 
From report of Paterson town meeting held on August 31, 1832: 

The Town Committee in advance of the fatal epidemic which has for some time past prevail’d in the Town, and which still continues its ravages to an alarming extent called a meeting of the Township for the purpose of raising funds for cleansing the streets &c from impurities as would tend to augment its violence & spread its destructive power. The sum authorized to be raised was Three Hundred dollars which has been expended, together with an additional sum for purposes connected with the Calamity which has befallen us and which are detailed in the subjoined Statement,:- 

The Town Committee aware of the serious responsibility resting on them in the present emergency, formed themselves into a Board of Health, and invited several of our respectable citizens to cooperate with them in their duties, and are happy to announce not only their acceptance of the unpleasant office, but a most faithful discharge of the duties incident thereto without a fee or reward - It immediately became apparent to them that the funds rais’d by the Town were altogether inadequate to meet the expenses which are Consequent upon the disease. A Hospital for the sick has been built, good nurses provided, persons employ’d to bury the dead &c &c. The destitute & distress’d are becoming so numerous that the Poor House is insufficient to contain them, so that supplies have to be furnish’d them at their own dwellings. An increas’d sum, to be rais’d by the Town, has therefore, become absolutely necessary. The amount which will be requisite they are unable to state, as the duration of the devastating influence of the Cholera is uncertain; but would respectfully recommend to their Fellow Citizens to give power to the Town Committee to raise such an amount as they with the Concurrence of the Board of Health may deem proper. The Board would further most earnestly recommend, that a liberal per diem allowance by made to Nicholas Smith Esq for his services, which are by the Board deem’d invaluable, and which they think must be obvious to all - He has relinquish’d the business of his Office, as his services are in constant requisition for the purpose of attending to duties which are paramount to all others - visiting the sick, relieving the distress’d & burying the dead.  (Zalenski, 2000) 

Zalenski, Annita.  “1832 Cholera Epidemic, Paterson, NJ.”  Passaic County Historical Society Genealogy Club, 2000.  At:  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~njpchsgc/pce/cholera_epidemic1832.htm 

(11)  Email Inbox Backlog:  595 

(12)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  24,767 subscribers. 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
Sign up via our free e-mail subscription service  to receive notifications when new information is available from the Higher Education Program and FEMA.gov. 
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�[1] Samuel Fisher, pastor of the Paterson Presbyterian Church in <<Paterson>>, maintained a census of Patterson and also recorded all deaths there from July 5, 1832 to December 31, 1833.  The part of this record from July 8, 1832 to October 14, 1832, after which there are no more reported cholera deaths, is posted on the web.  Pastor Fisher recorded name, address, age, cause of death, and, at times, personal observations.  The cholera related deaths have been counted from within this broader listing of all deaths. 





