July 31, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program 
“Notes of the Day”

(1)  American Society for Public Administration Section on Emergency and Crisis Management: 
Received request from Dr. David McEntire, UNT, to post following (edited) note: 

Dear emergency management scholars and practitioners, 

The American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) has a membership category for those interested in disasters, emergency management and homeland security.  This organization, with its membership section, is a great vehicle to network with others, share research ideas and advance the profession. 

If you are interested in learning more about ASPA, please see http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.aspanet.org/scriptcontent/index.cfm .  If you are interested in acquiring additional information about the Section on Emergency and Crisis Management (SECM), please see http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.aspanet.org/scriptcontent/Index_Home_Pages.cfm?pc=SEC17&TYPE=SEC 

For any additional details, please contact Professor David A. McEntire, Associate Dean, College of Public Affairs and Community Service, 1155 Union Circle, #311340, Denton, Texas 76203-5017. (940) 565-2996 mcentire@unt.edu. 

(2)  Chemical Fire Prompts Evacuation of Bryan, Texas: 
KRHD TV4.  “Chemical Fire Prompts Massive Evacuations.”  KRHD, Bryan, TX, July 31, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.abc40.com/global/story.asp?s=10819714 

Nearly 2,000,000 tons of chemicals burned in Thursday's fire at the El Dorado Chemical plant in Bryan…. Thousands of people were ordered to leave their home and offices as a toxic fire raged Thursday afternoon Bryan. 

At one point officials told almost the entire City of Bryan, nearly 70,000 people to evacuate. 

(3)  Cultural Competency Curriculum for Disaster Preparedness and Crisis Response: 
Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Minority Health.  “Cultural Competency Curriculum for Disaster Preparedness and Crisis Response.”  Washington, DC:  HHS.  Accessed at:  https://cccdpcr.thinkculturalhealth.org/ 

This set of courses is designed to integrate knowledge, attitudes, and skills related to cultural competency in order to help lessen racial and ethnic health care disparities brought on by disaster situations. The courses target emergency medical personnel, disaster mental health and social workers, public health service officers, and disaster relief organization employees who have the unique opportunity to help improve access to care, quality of care, and health outcomes to those persons subject to racial and ethnic health disparities in a disaster situation. 

Throughout the curriculum, a broad range of skills are introduced, such as: working with an interpreter, locating translated materials, negotiating cultural differences, and implementing the CLAS Standards into organizational policy. These skills are shown in real-life scenarios so that you may be able to adopt them into your own environment. 

Why use this Web site? 

The four courses are designed to equip disaster and crisis volunteers and personnel with the awareness, knowledge, and skills needed to provide culturally and linguistically appropriate services to diverse communities during all phases of disaster. The curriculum is grounded in the Office of Minority Health's CLAS Standards, which are grouped into three themes: Culturally Competent Care, Language Access Services, and Organizational Supports. 

  

Ultimately, incorporating cultural competency into your daily activities will allow you to better offer services to the increasingly diverse population of the United States. 

(4)  Cyber Hazard: 
Partnership for Public Service and Booz Allen Hamilton.  Cyber IN-Security: Strengthening the Federal Cybersecurity Workforce.  July 22, 2009, 36 pages.   Accessed at:   http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://ourpublicservice.org/OPS/publications/viewcontentdetails.php?id=135 

(5)  Department of Homeland Security: 
Department of Homeland Security.  Department of Homeland Security Sustainability and Efficiency Task Force Holds Inaugural Meeting.  Washington, DC:  DHS Office of the Press Secretary, July 31, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1249064551158.shtm 

(6)  Emergency Management and Scouting: 
Maack, David L.  “Including Scouts in Emergency Management Training Pays Dividends.”  Government Technology, July 24, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/704620 

(7)  Fire Hazard: 
National Fire Protection Association.  Safer From the Start:  A Guide to Firewise-Friendly Developments.  Quincy, MA:  NFPA, 2009, 44 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.firewise.org/resources/files/Safer-From-the-Start.pdf 

See, also:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.firewise.org/resources/homeowner.htm 

U.S. Fire Administration.  “Focus on Fire Safety: Children.”  Emmitsburg, MD:  USFA, July 30, 2009 Update.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus/ 

(8)  GAO Report on Biological Research: 
Government Accountability Office.  Biological Research:  Observations on DHS’s Analyses Concerning Whether FMD Research Can Be Done as Safely on the Mainland as on Plum Island (GAO-09-747).  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to Congressional Committees, July 2009, 64 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09747.pdf 

(9)  H1N1: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Managing Calls and Call Centers during a Large-Scale Influenza Outbreak:  Implementation Tool.  Atlanta, GA:  CDC, July 30, 2009 update.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/callcenters.htm 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  “Novel H1N1 Flu:  Facts and Figures.  Atlanta, GA:  CDC, July 31, 2009 Update.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/surveillanceqa.htm 

(10)  Ice Storm (December 11-22, 2008) After Action Report, Chesterfield, MA: 

Town of Chesterfield (Lawrence W. Holmberg, Emergency Management Director).  After Action Report:  Ice Storm, December 11-22, 2008, Chesterfield, Massachusetts.   Feb 1, 2009, 7 pp.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.townofchesterfieldma.com/Files/Chesterfield_After_Action_Report_2-1-09.pdf 

(11)  National Incident Management System Update: 
Department of Homeland Security.  National Incident Management System.  Washington, DC:  DHS, December 2008, 170 pp.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nims/NIMS_core.pdf 

(12)  National Research Council Workshop Summary – Social Networks & CDR: 
National Research Council, Board on Earth Sciences and Resources, Division on Earth and Life Studies.  Applications of Social Network Analysis for Building Community Disaster Resilience Workshop Summary.  Washington, DC:  National Academies Press, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12706&page=R1 

(13)  New Orleans Recovery from Hurricane Katrina: 
 Krupa, Michelle.  “Orleans Has Growth Spurt, Count Indicates – Analysis of Postal Data Shows City at 76% of Pre-Katrina Households.”  Times-Picayune (New Orleans), July 31, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nola.com/news/?/base/news-2/124901761840940.xml&coll=1 

 (14)  Nuclear Power Plants: 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Office of Inspector General.  Audit Report:  Audit of NRC’s Force-on-Force Inspection Program (OIG-09-A-12).  Washington, DC:  NRC OIG, July 30, 2009, 27 pp. At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/insp-gen/2009/oig-09-a-12.pdf 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  “NRC Seeks Input on Proposed Rule Revisions to the Environmental Protection Regulations and Revised Generic Environmental Impact Statement for Nuclear Power Plant License Renewals.”  NRC News (No. 09-130), July 31, 2009.   
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission will hold five public meetings in September and October seeking comments on the proposed rule to the environmental protection regulations, specifically the Summary of Findings on National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Issues for License Renewal of Nuclear Power Plants and the draft revision of Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants, NUREG-1437, originally published in 1996.  The deadline for comments to be submitted on these documents is Oct. 14. 

The proposed rule revisions redefine the number and scope of environmental impact issues that must be addressed in a nuclear power plant license renewal review. The NRC conducted public scoping meetings and collected comments over the past few years that were considered in the revised GEIS. In addition, knowledge gained and lessons learned from previous license renewal reviews, as well as new information were incorporated in the revision. On a 10-year cycle, the Commission stated it intends to review and update the rule as necessary…. 

  The meetings will be held on the following dates and locations: 

        Sept. 15 :  DoubleTree Atlanta Perimeter, 6120 Peachtree Dunwoody Road, Atlanta 

        Sept. 17:   Boston Marriott Newton, 2345 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, Mass.; 

        Sept. 22:   Hyatt Westlake Plaza, 880 South Westlake Blvd., Westlake Village, CA; 

        Sept. 24:   DoubleTree Oak Brook, 1909 Spring Road, Oak Brook, Ill. and 

        Oct. 1:
     NRC HQ, Two White Flint North, 11545 Rockville Pike, Rockville, Md… 

Comments on the proposed rule, draft revised GEIS and associated documents may be submitted over the federal e-Rulemaking Portal at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.regulations.gov  (Docket I.D. NRC-2008-0608);  by e-mail to Rulemaking.Comments@nrc.gov; by mail to Secretary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555-0001, ATTN: Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff; or by fax to 301-492-3466. Written comments on the draft revised GEIS should be sent to: Chief, Rulemaking, Directives and Editing Branch, Division of Administrative Services, Office of Administration, Mailstop TWB-05-B01M, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555-0001. 

The draft revised GEIS is publicly available at the NRC Public Document Room (PDR), located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville, Md. 20852, or from the NRC(s Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://adamswebsearch.nrc.gov/dologin.htm .  The accession numbers for the draft revised GEIS is ML090220654; the draft Regulatory Guide 4.2 Supplement 1, Rev. 1 is ML091620409 and the Draft NUREG-1555, Supplement 1, Rev. 1 is ML090230497. Persons with ADAMS questions should contact the NRC(s PDR reference staff by telephone at 1-800-397-4209, or 301-415-4737, or by e-mail at pdr.resource@nrc.gov. 

(15)  Pandemic 
State of Delaware.  Delaware Pandemic Influenza Plan.  Delaware Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, August 2008, 65 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dph/files/depanfluplan.pdf 

(16)  United We Serve Campaign Update: 
Citizen Corps.  “DHS, FEMA, & Citizen Corps Participate in United We Serve.”  Washington, DC:  FEMA, News Release.   At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.citizencorps.gov/news/press/2009/uws.shtm 

(17)  War on Terrorism – News and Views: 
Bellavita, Christopher.  “How To Improve Homeland Security:  One Postage Stamp at a Time.”  Homeland Security Watch, July 30, 2009, filed under General Homeland Security, Preparedness and Response, and State and Local HLS Categories, at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.hlswatch.com/ 

Chertoff, Michael.  “How to Reinvigorate the War on Terrorism Here at Home.”  New York Daily News.  July 29, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2009/07/29/2009-07-29_how_to_reinvigorate_the_war_on_terrorism_here_at_home.html 
McNeill, Jena Baker and James Jay Carafano.  “Terrorist Watch:  23 Plots Foiled Since 9/11.”  Heritage Foundation Backgrounder # 2294, July 2, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandSecurity/bg2294.cfm 

Ouroussoff, Nicolai. “At a Border Crossing, Security Trumps Openness.” New York Times, July 26, 2009.  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/27/arts/design/27border.html?_r=1&emc=tnt&tntemail1=y 

Pasierb, Jim.  “Army Unveils New Antiterrorism Strategic Plan.”  Army.mil website, July 24, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.army.mil/-news/2009/07/24/24922-army-unveils-new-antiterrorism-strategic-plan/?ref=home-headline-title6 

Program Manager, Information Sharing Environment.  Information Sharing Environment Progress and Plans Annual Report to the Congress.  Washington, DC:  June 2009, 78 pages. At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.ise.gov/docs/reports/ISE_2009-Annual-Report_FINAL_2009-06-30.pdf 

Press TV.  “’War on Terror’ Reaches US Citizens.”  July 30, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.presstv.ir/detail.aspx?id=101995&sectionid=3510203 

(18)  Wildfire Hazard: 
Science Centric.  “Wildfires Set to Increase 50 Percent by 2050 [in U.S.].” July 28, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.sciencecentric.com/news/article.php?q=09072853-wildfires-set-increase-50-percent-by-2050 

(19)  Today in U.S. Disaster History -- July 31, 1853 -- Yellow Fever -- New Orleans, LA: 
July 31.  “A dispatch from New Orleans, of Saturday, reports 154 deaths in the last 24 hours, of which 120 were from yellow fever.”  (Zanesville Courier (OH). August 1, 1853, p. 5.) 

“A Board of Health has been organized, and the papers of this morning contain its first weekly and daily reports.  For the week ending July 31st, the interments were eight hundred and eighty-four; Yellow Fever six hundred and ninety-two.  Interments of the first day of August, one hundred and forty-two; of which one hundred and twenty-three were from Yellow Fever…..”  (Fenner 1854, 15.) 

Fenner, E. D.  History of the Epidemic Yellow Fever at New Orleans, LA. In 1853.  New York:  Hall, Clayton & Co., Printers, 1854, 84 pages. 

(20)   Email Inbox Backlog:  679 
(21)  EM Hi-Ed Program “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  25,362 subscribers. 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
  

Sign up via our free e-mail subscription service  to receive notifications when new information is available from the Higher Education Program and FEMA.gov. 
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