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“Notes of the Day”

(1)  Catastrophic Disasters: 
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management.  Post Katrina: What it Takes to Cut the Bureaucracy (Hearing).  Washington, DC:  House of Representatives, July 27, 2009.  Panel and witness statements, and archived video feed of the hearing can be accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://transportation.house.gov/hearings/hearingDetail.aspx?NewsID=960 

The House Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management met on Monday, July 27, 2009 to receive testimony on defining a catastrophic disaster, the role of the Federal Government after a catastrophic disaster, and whether additional authority is needed to address the response and recovery from a catastrophic disaster. 
(2)  Continuity of Government: 
Lichtblau, Eric, and James Risen.  “Power Shifts in Plan for Capital Calamity.”  New York Times, 27 July 2009.  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/28/us/politics/28continuity.html?_r=1&ref=us 
(3)  Historical: 
Mazzetti, Mark.  “Bush Weighed Using Military in Arrests.”  New York Times, July 24, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/25/us/25detain.html?ref=todayspaper 

Yager, Jordy.  “Rep. Thompson:  PR Priority after Katrina.”  The Hill, July 25, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/rep.-thompson-bush-cared-about-good-pr-after-katrina-2009-07-25.html 

(4)  Hurricane Hearings: 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation.  Weathering the Storm:  The Need for a National Hurricane Initiative (Hearing).  Washington, DC:  July 28, 2009.  Prepared statements Accessed at: 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Hearings.Hearing&Hearing_ID=b8f77570-efa7-4198-a86e-bf6bb3f9d88c 
Witnesses:  

Dr. Kelvin K. Droegemeier, Co-Chair NSB Task Force on Hurricane Science and Engineering. 

Dr. Richard W. Spinrad, Assistant Administrator, NOAA Office of O&A Research. 

Dr. Gordon L. Wells, Program Manager, Center for Space Research, Univ. of TX at Austin. 

Ms. Leslie Chapman-Henderson, President and CEO, Federal Alliance for Safe Homes, Inc. 

Mr. Franklin W. Nutter, President Reinsurance Association of America. 

(5)  Mandatory Evacuation: 
Lowman, John.  “Law Allows Forced Evacuations.” Thefacts.com, July 28, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.thefacts.com/story.lasso?ewcd=0e9236efec44376d 

ANGLETON — A new state law will allow police to arrest people who refuse to obey mandatory evacuation orders, but that law might be sparingly used in Brazoria County.  Authored by state Rep. Frank Corte Jr. (R-San Antonio), House Bill 1831 was passed this year and goes into effect Sept. 1. 

An amendment placed in the Senate gives county judges and mayors the power to authorize use of “reasonable force” to remove people from the area in the event of hurricanes, fires or floods, Brazoria County Emergency Management Coordinator Kenneth “Doc” Adams said. 

The measure is not about forcing people from their homes but safety for first-responders, said state Rep. Dennis Bonnen, R-Angleton.  “This does not create a situation where the county judge or mayor go through neighborhoods putting people on buses and shipping them out of town,” Bonnen said. “This is for heinous situations where people have refused to heed the numerous requests for evacuation and put first responders in serious danger. That in turn makes a much more expensive evacuation and costs taxpayers a significant amount of money.  “People can stay if they want, but they have to decide if it’s worth it for them to foot the bill to rescue them,” Bonnen said. 

While the law allows forcible evacuation, it does not mandate it, Brazoria County Sheriff Charles Wagner said.  “It says we ‘may’ compel someone to leave,” Wagner said. “It doesn’t say ‘shall’ or ‘must.’ We’re not going to drag anybody out of their homes if they don’t want to leave during a storm. We might try to reason with them that they really need to leave.”  Until now, authorities could not force people to evacuate, only warn them of the danger, and that they’d have no emergency services if they stayed. The part of the law forcing removal likely will be sparingly used here, Brazoria County Judge E. J. “Joe” King said.  “I don’t think it’s worth fighting somebody to forcibly remove them from their homes,” King said. “We’ve had people stay when evacuations have been called for as long as I can remember, and I’m sure there will be some more stay.  I can’t see sending a deputy to physically remove somebody, but I’d have to wait and see what the circumstances are,” King said.”  King said he’d consider sending in police if a parent tried to keep children from evacuating. 

Also under the new law, officials can bill people for resources used to get them out, Adams said.   “They can be billed for the cost to come rescue them only if we’ve declared a mandatory evacuation and they did not leave,” Adams said.  Having a way to recoup some cost could be a good idea, King said.  “If somebody says they’re going to stay and then call us to come get them when it gets bad, they ought to pay a fee,” King said. “But as far as forcing them to leave, you do still have a few rights left in this country. This statute — I doubt it will be used very often.” 

Freeport Mayor Larry McDonald said he would be hesitant to order a healthy person out of their home but would use the new rule for elderly or ill people who might not be strong enough to survive a disaster.  “I really don’t like to remove someone from their home,” McDonald said. “If it’s someone who really needs to go, I’d have to look at the circumstances. I wouldn’t have a problem allowing a healthy person to stay.”  Billing for emergency services could be a punitive measure, but McDonald said he might not enforce that part of the law, either.  “It’s kind of good and kind of bad,” he said. “You can recover some of the money you’re out of pocket, but I think it’s our responsibility to do our best to get people out of harm’s way no matter what the circumstance is.” 

Surfside Beach Fire Chief Pete David said forcible evacuation of his island city would keep residents and first responders more safe. David would have no say in when or if people would be told to leave, but massive storms like Hurricane Ike, which slammed into the Texas coast in September, plainly show the danger of staying.  “I think people have seen they need to leave,” David said. “When people stay, it puts us and them in harm’s way getting them out of here.”  Whether cities or the county choose to bill someone is up to that jurisdiction, Wagner said. Fines or not, if someone calls for help during the peak of a storm, they probably won’t get it.  “If they choose to stay, they need to know that when they call us during the middle of the storm, we’re not going to come down and get them out,” Wagner said. “I will not put my people in danger to rescue people who had ample opportunity and plenty of warning to get out.  “If they want to stay in a house without electricity, surrounded by rattlesnakes, water and everything else, more power to them,” Wagner said. 

(6)  University of North Texas – Lecturer in Emergency Admin. and Planning Position: 
Received today a request to post the following announcement the “EM Faculty Positions” section of the EM Hi-Ed Website:  

Position: 
The Department of Public Administration in the College of Public Affairs and Community Service invites applications for a lecturer position starting August 15, 2009. This is a one-year appointment. 

Responsibilities: 
Primary teaching responsibilities are in the department’s undergraduate emergency administration and planning program (EADP). 

Qualifications: 
Candidates must be at least ABD with evidence of progress toward completing a doctorate in emergency administration or related field at the time the appointment begins.  

Setting: 
The University of North Texas, the largest and most comprehensive university in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, has more than 34,700 students, one-fourth of whom are graduate students. The EADP program is the first of its kind in the nation and is internationally recognized as one of the leaders in the field. The department offers a Master of Public Administration degree that is nationally ranked by U.S. News & World Report in the area of city management and urban policy, and a selective Ph.D. in public administration and management. More information may be obtained at www.padm.unt.edu. Proximity to the D-FW metropolitan area, which includes hundreds of local governments, many non-profit organizations and foundations, and federal regional headquarters, affords numerous opportunities for research and student experiential learning. 

Application Procedures: 
Review of complete files begins August 1, 2009, and will continue until the search is closed. Candidates must submit a letter of interest, current vita, unofficial transcripts, and contact information for three references. In addition, ABD applicants must submit a letter from their major professor indicating the status of their progress on completing the doctoral degree. These items must be sent to: 




Dr. Abraham David Benavides 




Search Committee Chair 




Department of Public Administration 




University of North Texas 




1155 Union Circle, #310617 




Denton, TX  76203-5017










benavides@unt.edu 

(7)  This Day in Disaster History – July 28, 1945 -- B-25 Flies into Empire State Building: 

“A United States military plane crashes into the Empire State Building on this day in 1945, killing 14 people. The freak accident was caused by heavy fog. 

“The B-25 Mitchell bomber [43-0577], with two pilots and one passenger aboard, was flying from New Bedford, Massachusetts, to LaGuardia Airport in New York City. As it came into the metropolitan area on that Saturday morning, the fog was particularly thick. Air-traffic controllers instructed the plane to fly to Newark Airport instead. 

“This new flight plan took the plane over Manhattan; the crew was specifically warned that the Empire State Building, the tallest building in the city at the time, was not visible. The bomber was flying relatively slowly and quite low, seeking better visibility, when it came upon the Chrysler Building in midtown. It swerved to avoid the building but the move sent it straight into the north side of the Empire State Building, near the 79th floor.”  (History.com. This Day in Disaster History, Disaster, July 28, 1945. Plane Crashes into Empire State Building.) 

________ 

“Apparently becoming uncer​tain of his position, the pilot turned from a south​westerly to a southerly heading approximately over the Rockefeller Center, and while flying at too low an altitude. Ahead was the giant Empire State Building, towering to 1,250 ft (380m), the top third of which was shrouded by fog, with an overcast of approximately 800 ft (250m). Pulling up just before impact, the aircraft was in a near-vertical attitude when it struck the skyscraper at its 79th Floor, some 900 ft (275m) above 34th Street.”  (Gero 1999, 34.) 

________ 

“Upon impact, the plane’s jet fuel exploded, filling the interior of the building with flames all the way down to the 75th floor and sending flames out of the hole the plane had ripped open in the building’s side. One engine from the plane went straight through the building and landed in a penthouse apartment across the street. Other plane parts ended up embedded in and on top of nearby buildings. The other engine snapped an elevator cable while at least one woman was riding in the elevator car. The emergency auto brake saved the woman from crashing to the bottom, but the engine fell down the shaft and landed on top of it. Quick-thinking rescuers pulled the woman from the elevator, saving her life. 

“Since it was a Saturday, fewer workers than normal were in the building. Only 11 people in the building were killed, some suffering burns from the fiery jet fuel and others after being thrown out of the building. All 11 victims were workers from War Relief Services department of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, into the offices of which the plane had crashed. The three people on the plane were also killed. 

“An 18 foot by 20 foot hole was left in the side of the Empire State Building. Though its structural integrity was not affected, the crash did cause nearly $1 million in damages…” (History.com. Disaster, July 28, 1945. “Plane Crashes into Empire State Building.”) 

________ 

“Although the clearance given him was considered a contributing factor, the Army primarily blamed the accident on an error in judgment on the part of the pilot for proceeding over Manhattan under the prevailing conditions. Subsequently, the US Civil Aeronautics Administration (CAA) raised the minimum altitude over lower Manhattan Island from 1,000 ft (300m) above all obstructions to 2,500 ft (750m) absolute.” (Gero 1996, p. 34) 

________ 

“At 0952 EWT, a North American B-25D flying in instrument conditions collided with the Empire State Building, New York, New York, killing three servicemen aboard the bomber. Eleven civilians were killed and 26 were injured when the airplane slammed into the 79th floor of the 1,250-foot building on the 34th Street side and exploded into flames. The Empire State Building was the world's tallest building at the time of the collision…. 

“The airplane took off from Bedford Army Air Field, Bedford, Massachu​setts, on a flight to New York City; the flight had orig​inated at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Perna [Aviation Machinist Mate] boarded the airplane at Bedford. The airplane was cleared on a con​tact clearance to LaGuardia Airport, Long Island, New York. When the airplane arrived in the area of La​Guardia Airport, the pilot requested permission from air traffic controllers to be cleared to Newark, New Jer​sey. The request was granted but the pilot was advised that he should return to LaGuardia if visibility fell below three miles. The pilot apparently inadvertently entered instrument conditions and lost track of his po​sition. The airplane dropped out of the fog and turned to a southerly heading, flying directly toward the Em​pire State Building, the top of which was enveloped in fog. 

“The pilot observed that a collision with the building was imminent and attempted to pull up. The B-25D, flying at over 200 mph, pulled up sharply and banked slightly to left but could not avoid a collision, smashing into the north side of the building at the 79th floor and exploding into flames. Pieces of the bomber passed clear through the building and emerged on the opposite side, striking buildings and rooftops below. Flaming gasoline and wreckage exploded through the building, smashing down people and severing eleva​tor cables. Three elevators fell over 1,000 feet to the basement level, killing two elevator operators and a rider. One of the airplane's engines smashed into an el​evator shaft, severing the cables and then falling down the shaft onto the shattered car below. 

“The other en​gine smashed through the building and shot out of the south side of the structure, leaving a large hole where it had exited. The engine landed on the roof of the 12-story Waldorf Building on 33rd Street, causing minor damage. Several people who were killed on the 79th floor were employees of the National Catholic Welfare Council War Relief Services. Paul Dearing, 35, North Tarrytown, New York, a reporter for the Buffalo Courier Express (New York), jumped to his death from the 86th floor to escape the flames. His body was found on the 72nd floor parapet. Another body was found on the 65th floor parapet, apparently blown out of the building by the exploding airplane, which left a gap​ing 15-foot hole in the side of the structure. 

“Several floors were damaged by fire and hundreds of windows were shattered. Airplane wreckage and building de​bris fell to the street below. Published accounts reported that debris fell to the street for 30 minutes following the collision. A female elevator operator opened the door of her cage on the 75th floor an instant before the bomber struck. She had stepped out of the elevator and was blown to the other side of the elevator lobby when the B-25 hit. She survived. Pieces of the airplane were imbedded in the exterior of the building and pieces of one of the propellers were found lodged in an interior wall. The blast had cleared the fog away from the build​ing, but after several minutes the fog surrounded the top of the building again. A light drizzle was preva​lent at the time of the accident. 

“Published accounts of the accident reported that 35 people were on the 86th floor Observation Deck at the time of the collision. Louis Petley, 54, New York, an employee of the Em​pire State Building, guided them to safety. New York firefighters reached the 75th floor at 1035.”  (Mireles 2006, 1143-1144.) 
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(8)  Email Inbox Backlog:  713 
(9)  EM Hi-Ed Program Notes of the Day Distribution:  25,288 subscribers. 
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