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“Notes of the Day”

(1)  Business Impact Analysis: 
Pelant, Barney.  “Why do we need to do a Business Impact Analysis? Is there an alternative?”  Disaster Recovery Journal.  Accessed at:  http://www.drj.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2725&Itemid=500&ed=52 

(2)  DHS and Implementation of 9/11 Commission Final Report Recommendations: 
Department of Homeland Security.  “Secretary Napolitano and National Security Preparedness Group Discuss DHS Progress in Fulfilling 9/11 Commission Recommendations.”  Washington, DC:  DHS Office of the Press Secretary, July 24, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1248455026046.shtm 

(3)  Disaster Preparedness: 

California Volunteers.  “Disaster Volunteering – CaliforniaVolunteers Disaster Corps.”  Accessed at:  http://www.californiavolunteers.org/index.php/Disaster_Volunteering/# 

Vincent, Nicole.  “Personal Preparedness in America – Findings from the Citizen Corps National Surveys.”  EMFORUM.  Accessed at:  http://www.emforum.org/vforum/090722.htm 

(4)  Emergency Communications: 

Hoover, J. Nicholas.  “DHS To Spend Up To $389 Million on Emergency Communications.”  Information Week, July 16, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://www.informationweek.com/news/government/enterprise-architecture/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=218500986 

The Department of Homeland Security has picked four contractors to support national security communications over the next five years in an effort that could see the department spending up to $389 million. 

Under the terms of the contract, Booz Allen Hamilton, General Dynamics, SAIC and SRA International will provide scientific, engineering and technical support to the National Communications System, an interagency group that's responsible for some cybersecurity and coordinates national security and emergency preparedness communications. 

(5)  Emergency Management Accreditation Program, EM Standard Public Comment: 
In accordance with the procedures set forth by the American National Standards Institute, the Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP) will open a 45-day period for public comment on the Emergency Management Standard by EMAP.  This period will allow the public to carefully review the standard and submit formal comments with substantiation to EMAP for review.  

The comment period will begin July 1, 2009 and close on the 14th of August.  

The comment form and the proposed standard can be found below.  All comments will be taken into consideration and comments determined to be valid will be answered in written form.  If you have any questions about the process or finding needed materials contact EMAP staff at (859) 244-8222 or EMAP@csg.org. 

http://www.emaponline.org/?571 

http://www.emaponline.org/docs/ProposedEMS2010.doc?CFID=1012405&CFTOKEN=78414316 
http://www.emaponline.org/?569 

(6)  Epidemic/Pandemic Related: 
Biosecurity and Bioterrorism Strategy, Practice, and Science.  “Profile:  John M. Barry, Distinguished Scholar at the Center for Bioenvironmental Research, Tulane and Xavier Universities, and the Author of The Great Influenza, Vol, 7, No. 2, 2009.  Accessed at:  Epidemic/Pandemic Related 

Brown, David, and Spencer S. Hsu.  “Students 1st in Line for Flu Vaccine.”  Washington Post, July 10, 2009.  At:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/09/AR2009070900353.html?referrer=emailarticle 
School-age children will be a key target population for a pandemic flu vaccine in the fall, and they may be vaccinated at school in a mass campaign not seen since the polio epidemics of the 1950s…. 

Commonwealth of Australia. Government, Department of Health and Aging.  “Australian Influenza Report 2009 – Current Report – 30 May to 16 June 2009.”  July 1, 2009 update. At:  http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/cda-surveil-ozflu-flucurr.htm 

The Australian Influenza Report is compiled from a number of data sources, including laboratory-confirmed notifications to NNDSS, sentinel influenza-like illness reporting from general practitioners and emergency departments, workplace absenteeism, and laboratory testing. It is produced weekly from May to October. A more in-depth end of season report is also published in Communicable Diseases Intelligence. 

Department of Homeland Security.  “Joint Statement by Education Secretary Duncan, Homeland Security Secretary Napolitano and Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius on Today’s Bipartisan Congressional Briefing on the H1N1 Flu Virus.”  Wash., DC:  DHS Office of the Press Secretary, July 23, 2009. At: http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1248386723578.shtm 

See, also: 

Department of Homeland Security.  Remarks by Secretary Napolitano at the H1N1 Influenza Summit.  Washington, DC:  DHS Office of the Press Secretary, July 9, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1247229218508.shtm 

Schnirring, Lisa.  “Who Offices Issue Pandemic Flu Surveillance Updates.”  CIDRAP News. Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy, Academic Health Center, University of Minnesota, July 23, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/jul2309surveil-jw.html 

(7)  Flooding: 

Leggiere, Phil.  “Executive Order Addresses Management of Flood Prone Areas.”  HS Today, July 24, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/9497/149/ 

This week the White House issued a draft of an executive order extending the federal government’s role in mandating standards and requirements for floodplain management. 

The revised federal floodplain policies significantly toughen current rules regarding the construction of dams, levees, roads and other structures in flood-prone areas. This Order replaces Executive Order No. 11988, issued on May 24, 1977 by President Jimmy Carter. 

(8)  Formaldehyde in Trailers – DHS Inspector General Report on FEMA Response: 
Office of Inspector General, DHS.  FEMA Response to Formaldehyde in Trailers (Redacted) (OIG-09-83).  Washington, DC:  Department of Homeland Security OIG, June 2009, 85 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/mgmtrpts/OIGr_09-83_Jun09.pdf 

From Executive Summary: 

Nearly one-third of the trailers provided to victims of hurricanes Katrina and Rita were eventually projected to have significant potential formaldehyde problems. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) officials, in our opinion, did not take sufficiently prompt and effective action to determine the extent of the formaldehyde problem in the emergency housing units once they were aware that such a problem might exist. FEMA officials let nearly a year pass while working with other agencies to analyze which of two methods for reducing formaldehyde levels in never-occupied units was most effective. At the end of that year, they had learned that ventilation was more effective than temperature control at reducing formaldehyde levels, but that both were effective – information that was already widely known, including by FEMA officials, before the study began. 

The FEMA study of unoccupied units not only failed to address the occupied units that were of most concern, but its results were not fully disclosed. Although FEMA subsequently arranged for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to perform a study of formaldehyde levels in occupied trailers, FEMA caused delays that blocked the study’s progress on two occasions. In general, in our opinion, FEMA did not display a degree of urgency in reacting to the reported formaldehyde problem, a problem that could pose a significant health risk to people who were relying on FEMA’s programs. 

Furthermore, FEMA did not have a formal policy or procedure to deal with resident complaints about health problems caused by formaldehyde in trailers. This caused confusion and inconsistencies in the manner in which complaints were treated. 

(9)  National Level Exercise: 

Department of Homeland Security.  “DHS Coordinates National Level Exercise to Prevent Terrorist Attacks with Federal, State, Local Tribal, Private Sector, and International Partners.”  Washington, DC:  DHS Office of the Press Secretary, July 24, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1248450105741.shtm 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) will launch on Monday the five-day National Level Exercise 2009 (NLE 09)—the first national level exercise to focus on terrorism prevention—in conjunction with federal, state, local, tribal, private sector and international partners. 

(10)  Terrorism and Airport Security: 

Department of Homeland Security.  “Statement of Carlton I. Mann, Assistant Inspector General for Inspections, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Before the Subcommittee on Transportation Security and Infrastructure Protection, Committee on Homeland Security, U.S. House of Representatives.”  Washington, DC:  Congressional Hearing, July 15, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/testimony/OIGtm_CIM_071509.pdf 

(11)  This Day in Disaster History -- July 24, 1931 -- Fire -- Little Sisters Home for the Aged & Poor --  Pittsburgh, PA 
“PITTSBURGH, Pa., July 24. -- Thirty persons were known to be dead, 20 were missing, and more than 100 were in hospitals after a fire had destroyed the Home for the Aged of the Little Sisters of the Poor here.  Most of the dead were aged inmates of the home, located in the East End district.  Efforts to make a check on the number which might have been trapped in the home, which housed numerous cripples, was impossible because the rescued were at various hospitals and in a nearby school and private homes. 

“A priest connected with the home said there were between 250 and 300 inmates in the structure, when the fire started and it was feared a considerable number had failed to escape, although extreme confusion prevailed at the scene.  Many were taken from windows by firemen summoned by a general alarm. Several jumped from upper story windows and were caught in life nets. 

“Roy Addlesburger, deputy coroner at the scene, said, it was his opinion "quite a few," had perished in the burning building, which was an expansive four-story structure, of brick. 

“The fire was not detected by persons at the home but first was sighted by neighbors who turned in an alarm.  Six alarms were sounded in rapid succession as soon as the seriousness of the situation was discerned and firemen and policemen were called from all parts of the city.  

“The flames quickly spread to all parts of the home and many aged persona could be seen standing at windows, screaming for help.  The Mother Superior of the institution was among those most active in assisting the elderly men and women from the building.  After the fire had spread so it was dangerous for anyone to enter she had to be forcibly detained from further attempts at rescue.  

“Ambulances, taxicabs and private automobiles were utilized to take the victims to hospitals. 

“The fire started in. the men's infirmary and nuns and brothers of a religious order joined with firemen and policemen in entering the building to make rescue efforts. 

“The victims admitted to hospitals were for the most part overcome by smoke, dense clouds of which filled the burning home.  Some were injured in jumping from windows or in making their way through smoke-filled rooms to windows, where firemen carried them down ladders. 

“Hundreds of rescuers battled desperately against the flames to bring out those believed remaining in the building and the wide lawn about the home was quickly scattered with physicians and nurses giving first aid as victims were brought out. 

“Six of the missing were volunteer rescue workers who entered the building in search of bodies. 

“Police battled an estimated crowd of 20,000 persons who gathered as the flames lighted up the skies. 

“Eight dead were brought to the morgue from St. Francis Hospital, six from the West Penn Hospital, five from the Homeopathic Hospital, two from the Pittsburgh Hospital, while six dead were at the emergency hospital set up in the basement of the St. Lawrence school, across the street from the home of the aged. 

“Firemen had the flames under control by 11:30 o’clock, though there still was fire burning in various portions of the institution. 

“Most of the inmates of the home were all but helpless before the fire.  All were old, and most of them were suffering with infirmities.... 

“Scores of neighbors who hurried to the home at the first cry of "fire" was" heard, said they were unable to enter  the grounds because heavy iron gates to the sidewalk and driveway were closed.  Many o£ the volunteer rescuers scaled the high  stone wall about the institution and firemen, arriving a few minutes later, battered down the gates to get equipment inside.  

“In some instances ladders placed against the walls of the building were burned away before firemen could mount them.  Then the life nets were brought out and many of the aged occupants whom firemen could not reach jumped to safety. 

“Despite the care given those rescued from the home, Dr. W. Howard Evans said he believed the shock of the tragedy would be fatal to many because of their extreme age…. 

“As soon as the ruins had cooled sufficiently, officials from the coroner’s office and the police planned to make a search for bodies.”  (San Antonio Express,  “Fire Sweeps Home for Aged,” July 25, 1931, p. 1) 

________ 

“A long time ago - nearly 80 years ago, during the first years of the Great Depression - people in Pittsburgh were out of work, kids were going hungry, the elderly were being forgotten. It was a time when hope had almost disappeared, and men and women viewed their world with quiet desperation as all the old certainties were falling apart; the job at the mill, food on the table, a decent place to live, a plan for the future. All these good things that only a few years before had been the expectation when a person faced a new day were no longer there…. 

“And then came another tragedy in a Pittsburgh community that seemed to have no heart for any more tragedies. On July 24, 1931, just an hour after everyone had gone to sleep, fire broke out at a home for the needy elderly people operated by the Little Sisters of the Poor on Penn Avenue in Lawrenceville. Forty-nine of the elderly poor would be killed by that fire, another 175 injured. 

“The city was shocked by the horror of it all. In too many ways, it summed up the tragedy of the Depression itself.  Innocent victims consumed by something that they didn't understand, couldn't control, hadn't caused.  The bodies of those who died were taken away for burial by relatives. All, that is, except for eight victims, who lay in the morgue, unknown and unclaimed. This had been a home for the aged poor, after all, and it shouldn't be surprising that some were without anyone, not even someone to bury the dead. Homeless folks with nowhere else to go, they had been forgotten outside the walls of their last shelter. Bishop Hugh Boyle, the sixth Bishop of Pittsburgh, stepped in. He brought their bodies to Saint Paul Cathedral where he would preside at their funeral Mass. And then something amazing happened. 

“At that Mass on August 3, in the midst of the Depression, eight homeless and poor folk, whose past was known only to God, were remembered by one of the largest crowds ever to gather at Saint Paul Cathedral. The people of the city filled every pew. They spilled out onto the sidewalks and streets. Catholics and Protestants, Christians and non-Christians, believers and non-believers, they had come together to pay what respects they could to the remains of eight human beings lying in donated caskets.  It was as if the city itself was coming together to come to terms with its grief over the fire and, perhaps even more so, to come to terms with the Depression itself.”  (Conway.  “Staying Focused on Mission During Challenging Times.” April 2009.) 

_______ 

“Although there are many tragic fires in the city’s history [Pittsburgh] one that stands out occurred on July 24, 1931. Spontaneous combustion caused a fire the home for the Aged of the Little Sisters of the Poor. The home had 231 residents, many who were blind or bedfast. Firefighters fought the blaze for four hours to get it under control. 47 of the residents lost their lives and the injured flooded the surrounding hospitals.” (Richardson 2003) 

________ 

[Both the National Fire Protection Association (1996) and the National Fire Sprinkler Association (1999, 6) list the number of eventual fatalities at 48.] 

________ 
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