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“Notes of the Day”

(1)  Administrator Fugate on Collaboration and Preparedness: 
Scallan, Melissa M.  “Fugate Stresses Working Together in an Emergency.”  Biloxi-Gulfport Sun Herald (MS), July 19, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.sunherald.com/hurricane/story/1484889.html 

BILOXI — The hurricanes of 2004 and 2005 taught residents and officials along the Coast many lessons, but the most important is that federal, state and local governments need to work together to respond and recover. 

FEMA Director Craig Fugate told governors from across the country Sunday all levels of government need to work as a team to coordinate response to disasters and see who can help most in different areas…. 

He spoke Sunday as part of a panel discussion on emergency preparedness, along with representatives from Motorola and Travelers Insurance.  “Too often the disaster we prepare for is the last one when we need to look at the ones in the future,” he said at the National Governors Association summer meeting….Fugate said officials need to engage the public in the plans too. He said people need to have their own emergency plan and be prepared to care for themselves for the first few days after a disaster.  He advised people to “get a plan, get trained and then check on your neighbors,” particularly children, people with disabilities and the frail elderly…. 

(2)  Argosy University – Investigating Emergency Preparedness Concentration – MPA: 
Talked today at some length with Martha Okafor, who is working with Argosy in the design of a three-course Concentration in Emergency Preparedness within the existing Masters in Public Administration. 

(3)  Flood Mitigation Study: 

Office of Congressman Maurice Hinchey.  “Hinchey Secures House Panel's Approval of $100,000 for Flood Prevention Study in Southern Tier; Introduces Legislation to Retroactively Expand Federal Aid for 2006 Flood Victims.”  Wash., DC:  Press Release, July 9, 2009.  At: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.house.gov/list/press/ny22_hinchey/morenews/070909UpperSusquehannaFloodStudyFundsFloodBillIntro.html 

Washington, DC - As part of his continuing effort to help limit future flood damage in the Southern Tier, Congressman Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) today announced that he's secured the House Appropriations Committee's approval of $100,000 for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to begin a new study that will identify ways to mitigate flooding along the Upper Susquehanna River Basin….  
(4)  GAO Reports on Hurricane Katrina and Health Care Topics, Disaster Assistance: 
Government Accountability Office.  Disaster Assistance:  Greater Coordination and an Evaluation of Programs’ Outcomes Could Improve Disaster Case Management.  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to Congressional Requesters (GAO-09-561), July 2009, 56 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09561.pdf 

Governmental Accountability Office.  Gulf Coast Disaster Recovery:  Community Development Block Grant Program Guidance to States Needs to Be Improved.  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, U.S. Senate (GAO-09-541), June 2009, 49 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09541.pdf 

Government Accountability Office.  Hurricane Katrina:  Barriers to Mental Health Services for Children Persist in Greater New Orleans, Although Federal Grants Are Helping to Address Them.  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to Congressional Requesters (GAO-09-563), July 2009, 55 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09563.pdf 

Government Accountability Office.  Hurricane Katrina.  Federal Grants Have Helped Health Care Organizations Provide Primary Care, but Challenges Remain.  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to Congressional Requesters (GAO-09-588), July 2009, 48 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09588.pdf 

(5)  Iowa Flood Buyouts: 
Molseed, John, and Karen Heinselman.  “FEMA Flood Buyout Money On Way,” Waterloo Cedar Falls Courier (IA), July 19, 2009.  Accessed at Waterloo Cedar Falls (IA) Courier, 

WATERLOO --- Buyout money is on the way, according to federal officials and legislators.  Officials in Waterloo, Waverly and Black Hawk County received confirmation they will receive money requested to purchase properties damaged by flooding in June 2008. 

Federal officials announced Thursday the Federal Emergency Management Agency will provide nearly $4.3 million for the program in Waterloo; more than $6.4 million in Waverly; and nearly $1.5 million in Black Hawk County.  Waterloo requested money to buy 88 properties, including 43 affected homes…. 
(6)  Mitigation – The “Ike Dike” 
Casselman, Ben.  “Planning the ‘Ike Dike’ Defense – Houston-Area Leaders Envision a 60-Mile Barrier Against Hurricane Flooding.”  Wall Street Journal, June 4, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124407051124382899.html 

GALVESTON, Texas -- As the Gulf Coast braces for hurricane season, Houston-area leaders are pushing a plan to build a wall stretching some 60 miles along the coast, hoping to end the annual storm threat once and for all. 

Dubbed the "Ike Dike" after the hurricane that ravaged the Houston area in September, the 17-foot-high wall would straddle the narrow entrance to Galveston Bay with 1,000-foot-long floodgates, allowing access to the city's port in good weather, but swinging shut when a storm approached to block floodwaters. Most damage from hurricanes is usually caused by floodwaters. 

The total cost, according to project backers, would be $2 billion to $4 billion, although those numbers would almost certainly rise, experts say…. 

(7)  NIMS and Liability Issues: 
Pinsky, Bradley M.  “NIMS Directives and Liability.”  Fire Engineering, March 1, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.fireengineering.com/display_article/355911/25/none/none/Depar/NIMS-Directives-and-Liability 

….For possibly the first time, a high-level court in New York State held that the failure to follow a mandatory, nondiscretionary NIMS directive served as a basis for liability against a fire department  Although the holding is law only in New York State, many states follow similar legal principles. The holding, therefore, should concern first responders in all states…. 

(8)  Post-Katrina Housing: 
Kirkham, Chris.  “Housing Debate in St. Bernard Reflects Post-Katrina Landscape.”  New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 19, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-13/1247980835295660.xml&coll=1 
“We're not an unthinking, racist people. We are people who made calculated choices to reinvest in our neighborhood."  

“For nearly three months, the meetings about the mixed-income apartment complexes slated for Chalmette have drawn standing-room-only crowds to the St. Bernard Parish government complex. A steady stream of speakers walk up to the microphone, each voicing unbending opposition to the complexes they say will send the parish's real estate market into a tailspin and unravel the investments made in their parish since Katrina. In the year since the plans for four apartment complexes were unveiled, the controversy over the subsidized rental units has become one of the touchstone issues in St. Bernard's recovery. 

“Political opposition to the complexes, including a parishwide building ban on new apartments at one point, spurred a fair-housing lawsuit and earned the parish a federal judge's rebuke. 

“But St. Bernard has continued to press its case that there are already plenty of affordable rentals in the parish and that adding more will drive down home values. Parish officials are now asking a state housing finance board to withdraw the tax credits that are crucial to financing the apartment complexes. 


“Similar community uprisings against low-income housing have occurred throughout the New Orleans area since Hurricane Katrina, as federal government subsidies to re-engineer affordable housing patterns collide with neighborhoods and municipalities that oppose them. ….“ 
(9)  Swine Flu: 
McNeil, Donald G., Jr.  “Swine Flu Expected to Return With Opening of School.”  New York Times, July 17, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/18/health/18flu.html?_r=1 

The swine flu will probably return in force earlier than seasonal flu usually begins, federal health officials predicted Friday, saying they expected it to erupt as soon as schools open rather than in October or November…. 

(10)  This Day in Disaster History -- July 20-26, 1877 -- Great Railroad Strike: 
Fatalities When Strikers Clash with Police, Militia/Military in Maryland, Penn., & Illinois 
“The most serious and extensive labor strikes in the history of the country occurred this summer. A reduction of ten per cent in the wages of employees on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad was followed July 14th by a strike on the several branches of this road. A few days later the workmen of the Pennsylvania, Erie, and New York Central, and their Western connections, including the Missouri Pacific and a few other shorter lines west of the Mississippi, also struck, either because of some less recent reduction of pay or other grievance. The operatives were aware that the railway managers were hostile to trades-unions, which may have aggravated the trouble. 

“The rich and influential Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, numbering fifty thousand members in the United States, and holding several millions of dollars in its treasuries, took the initiative in this strike; but the firemen, brakemen, and other railroad hands, and miners and iron-workers employed by the railroad companies, also participated. 

“The refusal of the men to work, or to allow others to work in their places, stopped all operations on the roads. Freight rapidly accumulated, and there was a general blockade. Shipping agents were obliged to decline freight that was offered for transportation. The employers called upon the various State authorities for militia to protect new employees in moving trains ; but in most cases the inexperience or faint-heartedness of the militia made it necessary to call for United States troops. 

“A detachment of two hundred or three hundred of these went to Martinsburg, W. Va., on the 19th to assist the local authorities in opening traffic.  The President in the mean time ordered those persons combining to interfere with lawful business to disperse. In Baltimore the strikers resisted an effort to clear them from the streets, and a riot ensued July 20th, in which nine were killed and more than twenty wounded. 

“The situation was even worse in Pittsburg, where the strikers offered violent resistance to an effort to start a train under military protection.”  (Childs 1877, 242) 

________ 

“When the Pennsylvania Railroad Co. called upon local National Guard troops to control the crowd on July 20, the militia didn't respond. They sympathized with their neighbors. Railroad company President Thomas A. Scott asked for militia from Pittsburgh's rival city, Philadelphia, to give what he called "a rifle diet for a few days." About 600 bayonet-wielding troops arrived July 21….Trying to move the crowd off the tracks, a number of Philadelphia militia men charged and stabbed several people…The crowd threw rocks in retaliation. The militia fired their weapons. Twenty died, including one woman and three children, and 30 more were wounded.”  (Krift, 2008) 

________ 

Childs writes that the effect was “…only to increase the rage and opposition of the throng. The military were obliged to take refuge in a round house of the railroad company; there they were besieged. Oil cars were lighted and rolled up against the building. When the firemen arrived they were not allowed to extinguish the flame. Indeed, the incendiary torch was now applied to machine-shops and other buildings; and two thousand freight cars were either pillaged or burned. The wildest excesses were indulged in by the frenzied rioters. Barrels of liquor were stolen from the cars, and broached for the crowd; clothing, furniture, and all sorts of goods were stolen from the blockaded shipments, and taken to thousands of houses in town. Women shared in this general thievery. This work was largely Conducted and incited by a lawless, communistic element entirely distinct from the genuine labor classes. The losses involved in this affair were estimated at nearly or quite ten millions of dollars.” (Childs 1886, 242)    
________ 
“On July 22, the militiamen mounted an assault on the strikers, shooting their way out of the roundhouse and killing 20 more people on their way out of the city.”  (Wikipedia, “Great Railroad Strike of 1877/” 

________ 

“In Buffalo, Columbus, Ohio, and elsewhere, there were other disturbances; in Reading, Pa., thirteen were killed, and forty-three wounded by a collision between the military and a mob. Another riot in Chicago, July 26th, resulted in the killing of nineteen persons. Here the police were assisted by United States cavalry in charging the crowd. 

“Inflammatory harangues were being made all this time at labor and socialist meetings in various parts of the country. In Tompkins Square, New York, on the 25th, John Swinton and other prominent communists addressed a vast assemblage. At the height of the strike, six thousand or seven thousand miles of railroad in the country between New England and the Missouri River were kept from being operated; and over one hundred thousand laborers took part in the movement. The utmost alarm prevailed over the whole country, and no one knew to what extent the outbreak might yet go. The worst of it was over, however, before the close of the month. A reaction set in about the 27th, when many of the laborers returned to work; and by the 30th nearly all of the roads, especially east of Buffalo, were in operation again. Considerable political excitement grew out of these events; and various agitators tried to make capital and votes out of the feeling thus aroused.”  (Childs 1886, 242) 

________ 

As one worker put it, “We were shot back to work.”  (United Electrical.  UE News, June 2002) 
________ 

As Harvey Kaye quotes Jay Gould in Thomas Paine and the Promise of America:  “I can hire half the working class to shoot the other half.” (p. 164) 
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