July 15, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program

“Notes of the Day"

  

(1)  Central Texas College -- New Homeland Security and Emergency Management Degree and Certificate Programs Begin 
Have pasted in below College List description received here from Barbara Merlo, 

Di rector of Community Relations and Marketing at CTS, of the new HLS and Emergency Management AAS Program which CTS has recently introduced.  CTS has also introduced a Certificate. 

Central Texas College is offering an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Homeland Security and Emergency Management.  This program is designed for individuals interested in entering the field of Emergency Management Planning and Homeland Security and additionally for those currently in an emergency response profession seeking to update or broaden their skills. The Associate of Applied Science degree will prepare students for decision making, problem solving, and skills to plan, implement, and coordinate resources necessary for preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery from disasters. A number of the courses are pre-approved equivalents to courses offered by the Texas Department of Emergency Management and FEMA. 
The Associate of Applied Science Degree in Homeland Security and Emergency Management is offered completely online.  

First Year -- First Semester 

        Introduction to Homeland Security 



3 credits 

        Principles of Basic Emergency Management 


4 credits 

        Military and National Security Legal Issues 


3 credits 

        Business Writing 






3 credits 

        American Government I 





3 credits 

        Physical Activity Course 





1 credit 

Second Semester 

        Integrated Software Applications I 



4 credits 

        Homeland Security Emergency Communications Mgmt.
3 credits 

        Homeland Security Intelligence Operations 


3 credits 

        Critical Infrastructure Protection 




3 credits 

        Understanding and Combating Terrorism 


3 credits 

Second Year -- First Semester 

        Physical Activity Course 





1 credit 

        Humanities/Fine Arts Selection 




3 credits 

        MATH 1332, 1342 or higher level 



3 credits 

        Elective 







3 credits 

        Social/Behavior Science Selection 



3 credits 

        Disaster Recovery, or 

        Principles of Management 




3 credits 

        Homeland Security Emergency Contingency Planning 

3 credits 

Second Semester 

        Developing Volunteer Resources and Decision Making 

3 credits 

        Leadership and Effective Communication 


3 credits 

        Managing Mass Casualty and Fatality Incidents 


3 credits 

        Managing a Unified Incident Command 



3 credits 

        Final Project in Homeland Security and Emergency Management, or 

        Internship-Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
4 credits 

Total Hours 






68 

For more information:  
Contact: Dr. Gene Silverblatt 

Central Texas College 
PO Box 1800, Killeen, TX 76549 

Ph: 254-526-1460 

Email: gene.silverblatt@ctcd.edu 

Additional Information: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.ctcd.edu/catalogs/2008_2009_TX/hsem_aas.pdf 
There are now 167 Emergency Management Higher Education Programs on The College List. 

(2)  National Critical Infrastructure Advisory Council Report: 
Robillard, Kevin.  “Disaster Response Law Needs Overhaul, Panel Says.”  CQ Homeland Security, July 14, 2009.  

The law governing the federal response to natural disasters and other emergencies should be clarified to ensure assistance to private-sector owners of the nation’s critical infrastructure, a Department of Homeland Security advisory panel said Tuesday. 

The National Critical Infrastructure Advisory Council report, titled “Frameworks for Dealing with Disasters and Related Interdependencies,” aimed to examine how the United States would respond to a disaster resulting in a loss of infrastructure services over a region for weeks or even months. 

The Stafford Act (PL 93-288) provides for federal financial and physical assistance to states after a disaster, including the authorization of temporary housing, grants for immediate needs of families and individuals, the repair of public infrastructure, emergency communications systems, and other forms of assistance. The law should be clearer about aid to private companies, which own an estimated 85 percent of the nation’s critical infrastructure, the report said. 

The council, which is made up of private- and public-sector leaders appointed by the president, unanimously approved the report at the end of the meeting.  Among the report’s recommendations: 

• The government should make a list of laws and regulations that might have to be suspended or modified in an emergency. For example, the government might need to waive environmental restrictions or limits on the types of vehicles allowed to travel on certain roads. 

• DHS should develop and distribute recommendations for certifying private critical-infrastructure employees for work in disasters areas. 

• The government should prioritize water services during recovery efforts and DHS should place more emphasis on this in its National Response Framework. 
• Private critical infrastructure owners and operators should take part in disaster-response exercises. 

(3)  State Preparedness Plans – Federal News Radio Interview: 

Miller, Jason and Melinda Zosh.  “State Preparedness Plans Key for Disaster Recovery,” Federal News Radio, July 15, 2009.  At: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.federalnewsradio.com/index.php?nid=35&sid=1718019 

Excerpt:  

The Federal Emergency Management Agency is revamping the way it responds to disasters and it's starting at the state and local level.   Rex Whitacre, FEMA's chief of information technology operations in its IT Directorate, says 28 states have updated their preparedness plans.  He calls this effort a "massive undertaking" from states including earthquake-prone California and the "highest impact" hurricane regions of the country. 

Disaster recovery depends on each state's preparedness and execution of their revival plans, he says. "That's where you can really tell where the shortcomings are with the state or where we may need to step in and help when we are requested to do so," he says. "The new administrator thinks everyone should have a preparedness plan down to each individual. If people had that and were a little bit more proactive about preparing for a disaster before it actually hits, we'd all be much better off. If you have an expedited response and you could stand there for a couple days until the feds or the locals could get there and help you out." Whitacre says the other 22 states, mostly in the middle of the country, are updating their preparedness plans and should be finished by the end of this year…. 

(4)  This Day in Disaster History -- July 15, 1864 –Head-on Train Collision Between 

  
Erie Railway Confederate Prisoner’s Train and Pennsylvania Coal Company Train, Shohola PA 

“Lackawaxen, Penn., Friday July 15.  A train with about eight hundred and fifty rebel prisoners, on their way to the camp at Elmira, collided with the Pennsylvania Coal Company’s train between here and Shohola, this afternoon, killing and wounding a large number…The coal train was on its way from the Hawley Branch to Port Jervis...” (NYT, “Terrible Railroad Accident,” July 16, 1864) 

“Port Jervis, NY, Saturday, July 17, 1864.  The collision reported…yesterday, took place on the main line of the Erie Railway, one and a half miles west of Shohola, and about twenty miles west of this place.  The train of rebel prisoners…passed here about 12 o’clock M. of the 15th…. An intervening hill shut out the approaching trains from each other, so that it was impossible to discover one another, until with a hundred yards… 

“The shock of collision was fearful.  Two…engines were almost entirely demolished…The tender of the ‘171’ was heaved upon end, hurling its load of wood into the cab, effectually walling in both engineer and fireman against the hot boiler, and crushing them terribly.  Both were found standing at their post, dead…. The first two or three cars were freight cars [holding prisoners], and their frail frames were crushed like rushes.  Only one man was saved from the forward car… scarcely a car escaped without being crushed…. 

“This morning all were buried on the spot, and the graves marked for future recognition…. 

“The best account I can get, and which is wholly trustworthy, may be summed up as follows: The coal train eastward bound from Hawley takes the main track from the branch at Lackawaxen. The conductor went to the telegraph office at Lackawaxen, as usual, and inquired if the way was clear to Shohola (distance about four miles.) The operator replied that it was clear, and the coal train proceeded at its usual rate to meet the mail train at 8, at its usual passing place. The train which had carried the flag for the train of prisoners had passed Lackawaxen some hours before, and the operator was aware of the fact, and had not long before given a train notice of the same, so I was told.  Thus the coal train, consisting of fifty loaded coal cars, was proceeding at the rate of twelve miles per hour, thinking it all right, and the other train hurrying on its way in fancied security, dashed into the former at twenty miles per hour, and the loss of life and property was the consequence…. 
“At the hour of leaving the wreck (1 a.m.) 16 Union soldiers and nearly 50 rebels were dead, nearly all taken from the wreck with life extinct. The wounded cannot, I think, fall far short of seventy-five to eighty men. 



“All the blame seems to be traced to the telegraph operator. It is said he was intoxicated the night before the accident, and it was nothing unusual for him to be in that condition when assuming his post of duty. It is said that he has disappeared….”  (NYT, “A Fearful Railroad Collision,” July 19, 1864) 

“At King & Fuller’s Cut – Frank Evans of New York, a survivor of this terrible catastrophe, recalls for the author these recollections of it:  

It was about the middle of July, 1n 1864… I was in the Union Army, and was one of a guard of 125 soldiers who were detailed to take a lot of Confederate prisoners from Point Lookout, Va., to the prison camp at Elmira, N.Y., which had just been made ready to receive them.  There were 10,000 prisoners in all to be transferred, and this lot was the first installment to be moved.  There were about 800 of them.  We came on the Pennsylvania Railroad to Jersey City, and the prisoners were transferred to the Erie train by boat.  The train was made up of emigrant cars, box cars, and all sorts of ads and ends of cars, and was a long one.  Two guards were stationed on the platform at each end of each car. We got started from Jersey City about 5 o’clock in the morning.  I was one of guards stationed well back on the train…  We passed through the little village of Shohola early in the afternoon, going something like twenty-five miles an hour.  We and run a mile or so beyond Shohola, when the train came to a stop with a suddenness that hurled me to the ground.... It was followed by a second or two of awful silence, and then the air was filled by most appalling shrieks and wails and cries of anguish…. 

“I hurried forward.  On a curve in a deep cut we had met a heavily-laden coal train, traveling nearly as fast as we were.  The trains had come together with that deadly crash.  The two locomotives were raised high in air, face to face against each other, like giants grappling.  The tender of our locomotive stood erect on one end.  The engineer and fireman, poor fellows, were buried beneath the wood it carried.  Perched on the reared-up end of the tender, high above the wreck, was one of our guards, sitting with his gun clutched in his hands, dead!.  The front car of our train was jammed into a space of less than six feet.  The two cars behind it were almost as badly wrecked.  Several cars in the rear of those were also heaped together. 

“In a very short time a score of people arrived from the village, and the work of removing the dead and rescuing the wounded began.  There were bodies impaled on iron rods and splintered beams.  Headless trunks were mangled between telescoped cars.  From the wreck of the head car thirty-seven of the thirty-eight prisoners it contained were taken out dead….Three of the four guards on the car were also taken out dead…. From the wrecked cars thirty-three of the guards were taken, twenty of whom were dead.  Fifty or more of the prisoners were killed, and at least 100 or more wounded, a number of the wounded dying soon after they were removed from the wreck.  The fireman of the coal train was instantly killed.  His engineer escaped by jumping.  The engineer of our train was caught in the awful wreck of his engine, where he was held in plain sight, with his back against the boiler, and slowly roasted to death.  With his last breath he warned away all who went near to try and aid him, declaring that there was danger of the boiler exploding and killing them.  Taken all in all, that wreck was a scene of horror such as few, even in the thick of battle, are ever doomed to be a witness of.  And, as we heard during the day, it was all caused by a wrong order given to the engineer of the coal train by a drunken dispatcher somewhere up the road…. 

“A coroner held an inquest, and the dead were all buried in one great trench dug by order of the railroad officials, between the railroad and the river, which was a few hundred yards distant.  The bodies were put into pine boxes, each dead Union soldier having a box to himself.  The dead prisoners were buried four in a box. 

“That frightful accident occurred about 2 P.M., Friday, July 15, 1864.  The cause of the accident was a drunken telegraph operator at Lackawaxen, Pa., four miles west of the scene of the disaster.  His name was Duff Kent.  He had been carousing the night before, and was under the influence of liquor at his post when Conductor John Martin, of a coal train that had come in off the Hawley Branch of the Erie, eastbound, asked him if the road was clear for him to go ahead.  Kent said it was, although the train that carried a glad ahead of the extra having the prisoners aboard had left the station on its way west but a short time before, and Kent had been informed that the train bearing the prisoners was on the road.  This train should have left Jersey City at 4.30 A.M., Friday, July 15th, but was delayed an hour or more by the captain of the Union guard returning to the vessel on which the prisoners had been brought from City Point, to look for three of the prisoners who had escaped.  When Conductor Martin got the word from Kent, his train started east.  It consisted of fifty loaded cars.  At King & Fuller’s cut (so-called from the contractors who made it), a mile west of Shohola, the train was going at the rate of twelve miles an hour, and in that cut met the extra train, with its load of 833 Confederate prisoners and 150 Union guards, traveling twenty miles an hour.  The cut is a long one, on a curve.  Neither engineer could see the track fifty feet ahead of him.  Neither knew of the other’s presence there until they came face to face.  The engineer of the coal train, Samuel Hoitt, had time to jump from his locomotive.  He escaped with but slight injury.  His fireman, Philo Prentiss, was crushed to death.  The engineer of the passenger train was William Ingram, whose cool bravery in the face of a horrible death is described by Mr. Evans.  His fireman was Daniel Tuttle.  Both were buried in the debris of the locomotive, the fireman being instantly killed.  G. M. Boyden, a brakeman on the coal train, was also killed. 

“An inquest was held at Shohola, by Justice Thomas J. Ridgway and a jury.  It exonerated every one from any blame, although the criminal carelessness that had caused the slaughter was well known.  Kent was not molested; but on the very night following the accident, and while scores of his victims lay dead, and scores more were writhing in agony, he attended a ball at Hawley and danced until daylight.  Next day, however, he disappeared, the voice of popular indignation becoming ominous, and he never was seen or heard of in that locality again…. 

“The official report of the killed that were buried places the number at fifty-one Confederates and nineteen Union soldiers.  The wounded, some of whom died later, numbered 123.” This, at that time, was the most horrible and disastrous railroad accident on record….” (Mott 1899.) 
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(5)  Email Inbox Backlog:  548 

(6)  EM Hi-Ed “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  24,943 Subscribers 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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