July 14, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program

“Notes of the Day”

(1)  Color-Coded Homeland Security Advisory System (HSAS) Review Press Prelease: 
Department of Homeland Security.  “Secretary Napolitano Announces 60-Day Review of Homeland Security Advisory System.”  Washington, DC:  DHS Office of the Press Secretary, July 14, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1247586668272.shtm 

[Note:  The names of the members of the Review Task Force are noted in this release.] 

(2)  Intergovernmental Preparedness for Essential Records Project: 
Received an email communication today from David Carmicheal, Chair IPER Advisory Board, and Director, Georgia Division of Archives and History, in follow-up to yesterday’s posting relating to Records Preservation.  Mr. Carmicheal, informed me of the Intergovernmental Preparedness for Essential Records (IPER), a FEMA-funded program of the Council of State Archivists (CoSA) that will train state and local government agencies to identify and protect their essential records during disasters. CoSA is working with State Emergency Managers and State CIOs to develop this program.  

From the IPER Website -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.statearchivists.org/iper/index.htm -- we note 

A special focus of this training will be on those records that are essential for the resumption of government operations. These essential records are a critical part of continuity of operations (COOP) planning and response. 

To learn more about the IPER Project visit the IPER project website at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.statearchivists.org/iper, email iper@statearchivists.org, or call Kim 
Norman, IPER Program Officer (678-364-3806) or Vicki Walch, CoSA Executive Director (319-338-0248). 

(3)  Leadership in Emergency Management – Draft “Course Treatment” Received: 
Received from Dr. Jane Kushma, Institute for Emergency Preparedness, Jacksonville State University, a syllabus and 1st Introductory Session, comprising what we call a “Course Treatment” on the topic of Leadership in Emergency Management.”  

The purpose and objectives of this course, as reflected in the Course Treatment, are as follows: 

…the purpose of this course is to present a variety of perspectives on leadership that help to inform professional practice and the personal development of the emergency management student. In addition to more traditional or classic notions of leadership students will be introduced to contemporary models including collaborative, transformational, and servant leadership. The special demands of crisis leadership will also be explored. Finally, tell students that they will have an opportunity to assess their individual leadership capabilities 

Course Objectives
1.      To review and critique theoretical perspectives of leadership as applied to emergency management 

2.      To compare and contrast traditional and emerging paradigms. 

3.      To examine the demands and requirements of crisis leadership. 

4.      To apply theoretical perspectives to case situations. 

5.      To understand the emotional intelligence framework and how it contributes to effective leadership. 

6.      To assess personal characteristics associated with various leadership styles in self and others. 

7.      To identify leadership and collaboration skills needed by emergency management personnel 

This material will be forwarded to the EMI web staff for upload to the EM HiEd Program web site – Free College Course Materials section – Course Treatments Under Development subsection -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/kushma/index.asp 

(4)  Medical Preparedness to Respond to a Terrorist Nuclear Event: 
Institute of Medicine.  Assessing Medical Preparedness to Respond to a Terrorist Nuclear Event: Workshop Report.  (Pre-publication copy). Washington, DC:  The National Academies Press, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12578&page=R1 

(5)  NETC’s Learning Resources Center – New Electronic Additions List: 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://tinyurl.com/mkfql9  [mostly pandemic related] 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://tinyurl.com/nj55r2  [Mostly Cold War era Civil Defense items as well as weapons effects.  Several decades back I read the Hamburg firebombing report – still remember some of the mental pictures.] 

Recommend taking a peek. 

(6)  New Orleans Hurricane Protection System -- National Academies Press Book: 
National Academy of Engineering and National Research Council. Assessing Pre-Katrina Vulnerability and Improving Mitigation and Preparedness.  Washington, DC:  The National Academies Press, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12647&page=R1 

(7)   Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management – Course Revision Project: 
Received today from Rebecca Lemke at c2ti, revised drafts of Sessions 13 and 15, by Dr. Richard Sylves, University of Delaware.  Under sub-contract to c2ti, Dr. Sylves is revising his 1998 upper division college course, written for the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program.  The Objectives and Scope of Sessions 13 and 15 are pasted in below. 

Session 13, “The Public, Interest Groups, and Disasters” (1 hour): 

Objectives: By the conclusion of this session, students should be able to: 

13.1
Offer insightful observations about the importance of public opinion in disaster policy and emergency management. 

13.2 
Explain the general perceptions and expectations of the public after disasters, their demands of the political system, and the political implications of public post-disaster needs. 

13.3 
Explain the “Issue Attention Cycle” and public opinion about disasters. 

13.4 
Outline how the Federal Government has attempted to improve its responsiveness to the public and its post-disaster needs. 

13.5 
Explain the significance of business in disaster recovery efforts at the community level. 

13.6 
Demonstrate an understanding of the significant role that the insurance industry plays in the Federal disaster policy, and discuss its political agenda. 

13.7 
Demonstrate an understanding of the important role that economic growth and development interests play in local disaster policy, and summarize the political agenda of those development interests. 

  

Scope:  

This session takes up the public demands that citizens impose on governments, both individually and as interest group collectivities—especially after disaster. The session also explores how the public perceives disasters and how public perceptions are shaped by the news media. It also considers the importance of business interests on the community during the recovery period after a disaster. Business people whose firms were affected by disasters either directly or indirectly often engage the policy process to seek various benefits and protections. In addition, the session focuses on insurance interests at the national level and developmental versus disaster mitigation interests (e.g., builders and developers vs. emergency managers and planners) at the local level.  The session also surveys interests and organizations that are involved in disaster policy, particularly racial, ethnic, and gender groups who may suffer the consequences of disaster in disproportionate ways. 

Session 15, “The News Media” (1 Hour):  

Objectives:  By the end of this session, students should be able to: 

15.1
Understand the breadth of the media’s impact when reporting disasters. 
15.2 
Identify the differences in style and content among media forms when reporting on disasters. 
15.3 
Explain positive the public services which the media provide to emergency managers and public officials. 
15.4 
Identify common biases in news reporting, as they apply to disaster circumstances. 
15.5 
Explain the “CNN syndrome,” or camcorder politics, as it applies to the coverage of emergency and disaster incidents. 
15.6
Furnish reasons why modern presidents and other major elected officials have taken great interest in how news media portrays what they say and do before, during, and after disasters. 
15.7 
Discuss how disaster response reporting and investigative reporting produce political and administrative impacts during and after disasters, and give an example. 
15.8 
Identify the limitations of the media’s disaster coverage. 
15.9 
Make clear associations of how the media shape the public image of political officials. 
15.10 
Discuss how emergency managers and their agencies deal with the media. 
Scope: 
It is through the news media that most Americans are made aware of disasters. No one questions the importance of radio and television stations in issuing emergency advisories and public warnings about impending disaster. Some ways in which media people engage in news coverage may be counter-productive to emergency managers. This session gives students an explanation of the motivations and needs of the different media when reporting on disasters, and the impacts they can have on political forces and public policy. In a variety of ways session 13, about public opinion and interest groups, overlaps this session. 
These two sessions will be forwarded to the EMI web staff to post on the EM Hi-Ed Program web site – Free College Course Materials section – Courses Under Development subsection – Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management course – where they should be accessible shortly, at -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/polpolbasis.asp 

(8)  Tulane University Added to The College List – MPH and Certificate in Disaster Mgmt. 

Reviewed and approved two new “Program Descriptions” drafted by EM Hi-Ed Program Assistant Barbara Johnson (in coordination with Albert J. Terrillion): 

Tulane University is offering a Master of Public Health in Disaster Management. The MPH in Disaster Management is designed to provide graduate study in environmental public health topics that are essential to the management of disasters.  This program is specifically designed for the mid-career professional who intends a career path in the environmental or public health aspects of disaster management or emergency response. The disaster management specialty courses include a wide range of topics including the management structure and operational models unique to disasters, environmental toxicology and environmental sampling and data analyses, crisis communication, population issues and psychosocial aspects of disasters.  

The Master of Public Health in Disaster Management is being offered as a distance learning program.  

The MPH in Disaster Management is a 42 hour program of graduate study that includes the core elements of the public health curriculum with specialty courses focusing on disaster management.  The degree consists of 18 credits of public health core courses, 18 credits of disaster management specialty courses plus 6 credits of electives. The MPH also requires the completion of a practicum and a Culminating Experience project. Mid-career students actively engaged in disaster management practice may be able to request a waiver of the practicum requirement with the proper documentation. 

Master of Public Health in Disaster Management Curriculum: 

42 credit hours of coursework, to include: 

o       Public health core requirements 

o       Program Courses 

o       Electives 

o       Culminating Experience/Culminating Experience Project 

o       Practicum 

For the Disaster Management Graduate Certificate Program, the following courses are required: 

o       Disaster and Emergency Communication 

o       Principles of Toxicology 

o       Population Issues in Disaster Management 

o       Psychosocial Aspects of Environmental Health Disasters 

o       Environmental Preparedness and Response 

o       Environmental Sampling, Monitoring and Data Analysis 

o       Biological Basis of Disease 

Tulane University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award bachelor, master's and doctoral degrees. 
For more information: 
Contact: Albert J. Terrillion, MA, MPH, CHES 

Program Manager – Tulane University 

The Center for Applied Environmental Public Health 

1440 Canal Street, Suite 800, New Orleans, LA 70112 

Ph: 504-988-3786; Fax: 504-988-7352; Email: dlinfo@tulane.edu 

(9)  University of Massachusetts-Boston – Investigating Disaster Recovery/Rebuilding Graduate Program: 

Communicated today with Dr. Adenrele Awotona, Professor and Founding Director, Center for Rebuilding Sustainable Communities after Disasters, University of Massachusetts-Boston, concerning his interest in developing a graduate certificate and a master’s degree in disaster recovery and rebuilding.  Dr. Awotona is interested in offering this program, if approved and developed both in the formats of distance learning and classroom-based courses.  Dr. Awotona is in the proposal and strategy development stage.  We discussed the types of assistance which might be helpful from and through the EM Hi-Ed Program.  For additional information please consult the following website:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.rebuilding.umb.edu – or contact Dr. Awotona directly at:  Adenrele.Awotona@umb.edu 

(10)  Today in Disaster History – July 14, 1945: 
USAAF TB-25C Plane Crash, 1 mile NW of Weldon, TX 
“At 1119 CWT, a North American TB-25C suffering apparent engine trouble while flying in instrument conditions crashed one mile northwest of Weldon, Texas, killing 11 pas​sengers and crew. The airplane took off at 1025 CWT from Esler Field, Alexandria, Louisiana, on an admin​istrative flight to Temple Army Air Field, Temple, Texas. The Accident Classification Committee stated, 

"Shortly after 1100 CWT the aircraft was observed over Stumpville, Texas, a village about 25 miles northeast of Madisonville, Texas, on the highway to Austonio, Texas, coming out of a bank of clouds at an altitude of approximately 500 feet, heading in a southerly or southeasterly direction. Witnesses stated that the left engine was trailing grayish-blue smoke and emitting intermittent puffs of black smoke, and that the land​ing gear was down and the bomb bay doors were open. At 1119 CWT, the aircraft crashed in a previously cul​tivated field about one mile northwest of Weldon, Texas, nine miles southeast of where it was first ob​served and approximately 16 miles southeast of its course." 

“Investigators noted that the ceiling in the area of the crash was approximately 600 feet agl with scat​tered thundershowers. It was speculated that the pilot was attempting an emergency forced landing and in​advertently flew the airplane into the ground. The air​plane exploded into flames upon impact with the ground, scattering wreckage over an area of 400 yards.”  (Mireles 2006, 1134.) 

Source: 

Mireles, Anthony J.  Fatal Army Air Forces Aviation Accidents in the United States, 1941-1945 (Volume 3:  August 1944 – December 1945).  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland and Co., 2006 

(11)  Email Inbox Backlog:  564 
(12)  EM Hi-Ed “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  24,908 subscribers. 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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