July 1, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program “Notes”

(1)  Arkansas Tech University: 

RUSSELLVILLE, Ark. — Many graduate programs at universities across the country are seeing an increase in enrollment, due in part to the decreasing number of job opportunities available in the workforce. 

Many people in the Arkansas River Valley and nationwide are enrolling in classes at Arkansas Tech University because of their unique and affordable graduate programs. "Arkansas Tech University allowed me to go to grad school. I have a wife, six kids and a full-time job as the emergency management coordinator at Arkansas Children's Hospital," Doug Brown, emergency management homeland security master's student said. "I could not have gone to grad school if it weren't for this program at Tech. I looked at other programs but Tech worked with me. They are more affordable and they are known nationwide for this program particularly, and I feel I have my job today because Tech has become a leader in this field."… Many courses are offered online including the complete college student personnel degree and the majority of the emergency administration and management degree. 

"You know we have a lot of students that come to our campus and work as resident hall directors and live in the dorm as they are continuing their education and getting their graduate degrees," Susie Nicholson, executive assistant to the president director, said. Nicholson said there are approximately 100 graduate assistantships available on campus that offer paid tuition in addition to a monthly stipend. For students concerned about finding a job in their chosen field during this recession, these assistantships, not only provide an opportunity to improve one's marketability but also providing valuable and relevant work experience at the same time. 

"Due to the current economic environment and the fact that it is becoming increasingly important to have a graduate degree for long-term success, Tech is anticipating increased enrollment in our graduate programs from both new graduates and from people looking to change career direction. It is a wise decision in either situation because the potential income gain is substantial," Dr. Robert C. Brown, president of Arkansas Tech University said. 

J. O. Bailey is a student in the emergency management masters program. He said the unique aspect to his field is that all the classes are offered online and can be taken anywhere in the United States.  "You can continue to work as you attend a lot of school," Bailey said. "Within my program they bring an extremely diverse, top-notch faculty with knowledge of this field. Every semester it grows and it gets better. This is definitely something people should keep an eye on in the future."  (Nobles, Cindi.  “Ark. Tech Sees Increase in Grad School Enrollment,” The Courier.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://content.usatoday.net/dist/custom/gci/InsidePage.aspx?cId=baxterbulletin&sParam=31057473.story ) 

(2)  Comparative Emergency Management – College Course Development Project: 
Have received for review Session 9, “Risk Assessment, Analysis, and Evaluation,” from lead course developer George Haddow, George Washington University.  The “Instructor Guide” component of this 3-hour session is 41 pages, and is supported by 22 Power Point slides.  The “Scope” and “Objectives” of this session are as follows:  

Scope:  

During this session the instructor will introduce the concept of risk and its two components: likelihood and consequence.  This will lead to a discussion on the assessment and analysis of risk using qualitative and quantitative systems of measurements, and risk matrices to compare assessed risks.  Risk acceptability assessment methodologies will also be presented in this context.  Finally, a brief introduction to risk evaluation methodologies used by different governments will be provided. 

Objectives:  

9.1              Provide a Detailed Definition and Description of Risk in the Context of the Emergency Management Profession. 


9.2              Provide a background on the various forms of consequences considered in a hazard risk assessment and analysis. 


9.3              Explain how Likelihood and Consequence may both be represented as either qualitative or quantitative values. 


9.4              Describe the Process by which Hazard Likelihood and Consequence are Analyzed. 


9.5              Explain how Individual Risks are Evaluated in a Standardized Format. 


9.6              Explore Examples of Risk Management in Practice 


These course materials will be provided to the EMI web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program website – Free College Course Materials section – Courses under Development subsection -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/cem.asp -- where it should be accessible soon.  There are several other draft sessions at this location as well.  For questions on this upper division college course development project please contact George Haddow directly at:  ghaddow@gwu.edu 

(3)  FEMA FY 2010 Budget Hearing, House Subcommittee on Emer. Com., Prep, Response 
House Committee on Homeland Security, Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness and Response.  “The FY 2010 Budget for the Federal Emergency Management Agency.”  Washington, DC:  House Hearing, June 9, 2009.  Archived video feed, Prepared statements, FEMA Administrator Fugate Testimony, and Correspondence accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=195 

(4)  High Hazard Coal Ash Dumps/Dams List Release by EPA: 
The Environmental Protection Agency has released a list of 44 “high hazard potential” coal ash waste dumps across the country. The “high hazard” rating applied to sites where a dam failure would most likely result in a loss of human life, the environmental agency advisory said, but did not assess the structural integrity of the dam or its likelihood of failure. 

Dewan, Shaila.  “E.P.A. Lists ‘High Hazard’ Coal Ash Dumps,” NY Times, June 30, 2009.  At:  

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/01/science/earth/01ash.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=%2benvironment+%2bcoal&st=nyt 
(5)  University of South Carolina – Investigating Development of Emer. Mgmt. Degree: 

Talked today with Louis W. Walter, Training Coordinator, South Carolina Division of Emergency Management, concerning how the FEMA EM Hi-Ed Program and the SC EMD could support an investigation underway at the University of South Carolina into the development of an emergency management degree program. We had a wide-ranging conversation and we noted that we were very much in support of the development of an emergency management higher education program at the University of South Carolina.  Mr. Walter noted that Dr. Susan Cutter, Department of Geography, was one of the faculty members he has been communicating with.  This investigation is a joint administration/faculty endeavor.  For more information, Louis Walter can be reached at:  lwalter@emd.sc.gov 

(6)  This Day in Disaster History, July 1, 1853, New Orleans, LA – Journal Entry: 
“…it will be seen that the disease steadily progressed with increasing speed from the time of its first appearance, about the 23rd of May.  If we had not an epidemic actually upon us at the period we have now reached, (July 1st) there was certainly a strong probability that we soon would have one.  But this was by no means a conceded point; on the contrary, there were all sorts of caviling, disputes and discussions in regard to it; and those who interpreted correctly the signs of the times, and foreseeing the impending danger, advised their friends who intended to leave the city to hasten their departure, were most soundly abused for their conduct.  It were needless now to recount the unfortunate victims who were thus ensnared, from want of correct information and judicious advice.  The city was actually without a Board of Health at the time, although the weekly reports from the cemetery were published as formerly, under the direction of the Mayor and the late Secretary.  This was all the correct information that was published, and even this was complained of by some who thought it better to suppress the truth than cause a panic.”  

Fenner, E. D. (MD).  History of the Epidemic Yellow Fever at New Orleans, LA. In 1853.  New York:  Hall, Clayton & Co., Printers, 1854, 84 pages (p. 35). 

[Depending on whom one reads, there were between 7,000 and 12,000 yellow fever fatalities in New Orleans that summer.  The toll in LA, FL, MS, NY, PA, TX was approximately 16,500.  New Orleans was the worst hit U.S. city in terms of largest number of total fatalities.] 

(7)  Email Inbox Backlog:  619 

(8)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  24,579 subscribers. 
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