January 6, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1) Comparative Emergency Management – College Course Development Project: 
Received, reviewed and approved a draft course syllabus and final detailed work plan for the “Comparative Emergency Management Course” – developed and delivered as requested following a focus group conference call on December 2, 2008.  The 20-page work plan, covering the development of 42 course sessions and exams will be forwarded to the EMI Web staff this Friday for upload to the EM Hi-ED Program homepage – Free College Courses section – Courses Under Development subsection – Comparative EM course – where it should be accessible shortly – at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/coursesunderdev.asp 

Inquiries can be directed to George Haddow at:  George_Haddow@hotmail.com 

(2)   Mine Disaster Mitigation: 
Associated Press. “Feds Approve Use of Belt-air, Shelters in Mines.”  December 30, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.ksl.com/?nid=148&sid=5195261 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The nation's nearly 600 underground coal mines will be allowed to use conveyor-belt tunnels as ventilation shafts and be required to install airtight shelters for trapped workers under new federal regulations announced Tuesday. 

The rules are the latest in a string of safety measures required by sweeping federal legislation adopted after three high-profile accidents, including the Sago Mine explosion, killed 19 miners in the first half of 2006. Final versions of the rules will be published Wednesday, the U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration said. 

As a postscript:  From our informal, non-FEMA, yet-to-seriously-investigated, tally of mine disasters in the US, we note this top-ten list: 

1. 1907 -- Monongah, WV Coal Mine Explosion, December 6


     --        362  
 

2. 1928 -- Mather No. 1 Coal Mine Explosion, Mather, PA, May 19

     --        273 
3. 1913 -- Stag Canon 2 Coal Mine Explosion, Dawson, NM, Oct 22

     --        263  
4. 1909 -- St. Paul Coal Mine Fire, Cherry Hill, IL, November 13

     --        300  
5. 1900 -- Scofield UT Copper Mine Explosion, May 1


                -- 200-246
 
6. 1907 -- Darr Mine (Jacobs Creek) Explosion, Monessen PA, December 19          --          239    
7. 1903 -- Hanna WY No. 1 Coal Mine Explosion, June 30


     --         235 

8. 1902 -- Fraterville Mine Explosion, Coal Creek, TN, May 19

                 --  184-227  
9. 1914 -- New River Coal Mine 5 & 6 Explosion, Eccles WV, April 28
                 --         183 

10. 1904 -- Harwick Coal Mine Explosion, Cheswick PA, January 25

     --         182 
Still working on a list which thus far covers 135 U.S. mine disasters with fatalities of ten or more – and a stack of material yet to get through. 

(3)  Principles of Emergency Management College Course Development Project: 
Met with Lee Newsome, serving as project manager with the course development team for this upper division college course development project – scheduled for completion this coming September.  Mr. Newsome described a number of difficulties that impact the timely completion of this course – primarily getting completed ready-for-review sessions from some of the development team.  It appears that the possibility looms that the course will not be completed within the contracted two-year time-frame and four-person course development team.  If this does transpire it will also have a delaying impact upon a contract to redevelop the Principles of Emergency Management Independent Study course – so that the IS course and the EM Hi-Ed Course materials are harmonious.  We trust, though, that our anxiety is unjustified. 

(4)  This Day In Disaster History –– January 6, 1996 Blizzard: 
 “January proved to be quite cold over much of the nation…with unusually heavy snowfall over most of the East. From January 6-8, much of the eastern seaboard received from 1 to 3 feet of snow during the "Blizzard of '96."  A large area from the southern Appalachians to southern New Hampshire and Maine received a foot or more, with 20 inches or more very common over the major metropolitan areas of the east…. Storm total snowfall records set by the blizzard included: 

Elkins, WV--23.4 inches (old record--20.7 on Nov 24-25, 1950) 

Charleston, WV--20.5 inches (old record--18.9 on Mar 13-14, 1993) 

Cincinnati, OH--14.4 inches (old record--11.3 on Jan 16-17, 1978) 

Newark, NJ--27.8 inches (old record--26.0 on Dec 26-27, 1947) 

Philadelphia, PA--30.7 inches (old record--21.3 on Feb 11-12, 1983) 

Scranton, PA--21.0 inches (old record--20.5 on Nov 24-25, 1971) 

New Jersey state record--White House Station, NJ--35 inches (old record--34.0 in Feb 1899).”  (NCDC 1996, The Winter of ’95-’96 … A Season of Extremes, p. 2-3) 

“Wind gusts of over 50 mph were rather common also, and resulted in blizzard conditions for much of the area…. 

“The sudden warm-up that followed proved to be almost as deadly and damaging as the blizzard itself. The flooding killed 33 people, forced over 200,000 from their homes, and destroyed or damaged hundreds of roads and bridges.”  [See January 19} 

“On this day [Jan 6] in 1996, snow begins falling in Washington, D.C., and up the Eastern seaboard, beginning a blizzard that kills 154 people and causes over $1 billion in damages… 

“The Blizzard of 1996 began in typical fashion, as cold air from Canada pushed down and collided with relatively warm winds from the Gulf of Mexico. The clashing weather fronts caused a terrible combination of snow and wind. Snow began to fall in the District of Columbia about 9 p.m.; 12 inches fell over the course of the next 24 hours. In Lynchburg, Virginia, it was worse: A record 20 inches of snow fell in a single day. Since wind gusts were reaching up to 50 miles per hour, snow drifts piled up in many areas and travel was nearly impossible. 

“As the storm moved northeast, it continued to break records. Newark, New Jersey, received a total of 28 inches over several days.” (History.com)  “All roads in the state were closed, including the entire length of the New Jersey Turnpike for the first time in that road's history. Over two-thirds of the state was buried under 2 or more feet (60 or more cm) of snow, making this storm the state's most paralyzing snowstorm of the 20th century.”  (Wikipedia) 

“Providence, Rhode Island, received 32 inches and Philadelphia was inundated with 30 inches. The Philadelphia schools were closed until January 16 due to the city’s inability to clear the heavy snow promptly from the streets.”  (History.com.)  “The mayor declared a state of emergency and only police and other emergency workers were permitted to drive on city streets leaving the city to pedestrians.”  (Wikipedia, Blizzard of 1996) 

“Overall, the blizzard took a serious toll on both people and property. A church roof in Harlem collapsed, injuring several people in New York City,” (History.com) where this was the 2nd biggest snowstorm in the history of NYC. (NYC OEM, NYC Hazards: NYC Winter Storm History) 

“Barns all over Pennsylvania collapsed under the weight of so much snow. As a precaution, many supermarkets, which often feature large flat roofs, closed across the region. Two buses collided in Pittsburgh and 52 were seriously injured. The storm deaths were mainly the result of traffic accidents, collapsed trees and homeless people dying from hypothermia. In a few instances, people who were trapped in their cars died from carbon monoxide poisoning…. 

“President Bill Clinton was forced to shut down the federal government for nearly a week because of the storm. He declared D.C. and nine states to be disaster areas. Estimates of the total property damage suffered ranged from $600 million to $3 billion.”  (History.com. This Day in History, Disaster, January 6, 1996.  “Blizzard of 1996 Begins.”) 

“Following are some state by state impacts of the January 6-8 snowstorm. Death tolls include direct and indirect causes, and some states, such as Pennsylvania, keep very detailed records of these statistics. 

Alabama--2 deaths, some roads closed by ice. 
Arkansas--4 deaths. 
Connecticut--4 deaths, 27 inches at Darien. 
Delaware--4 deaths, 22 inches at New Castle, a record for January. 
District of Columbia--Federal and local governments closed. 
Georgia--1 death, up to 12 inches in mountains of northeastern Georgia. 
Indiana--3 deaths, up to 9 inches in southern portion of state. 
Kentucky--6 deaths, 28 inches at Pine Mountain. 
Maryland--6 deaths, 33 inches at Frostburg. 
New Jersey--4 deaths, 27.8 inches at Newark Airport. 
New York--7 deaths, 27.5 inches in New York City on Staten Island, 20.2 inches in Central Park. 
North Carolina--5 deaths, up to 30 inches in northern mountains. 
Ohio--3 deaths, up to 18 inches in southeastern counties, 14.4 inches at Cincinnati. 
Pennsylvania--80 deaths, 30.7 inches in Philadelphia. 
South Carolina--2 deaths, 10 inches in mountains of Pickens County. 
Tennessee--4 deaths, up to 30 inches in higher mountains. 
Virginia--13 deaths, 47 inches in Shenandoah National Park. 
West Virginia-- 6 deaths, 48 inches at Snowshoe--highest total for the storm. 
Overall snowstorm death toll--154.” (NCDC 1996, Winter of ’95-’96-- Season of Extremes, p.3) 

Sources Cited:  

Cutter, Susan L. (Ed.).  American Hazardscapes:  The Regionalization of Hazards and Disasters.  Washington, DC:  Joseph Henry Press, 2001. 

History.com. This Day in History, Disaster, January 6, 1966.  “Blizzard of 1996 Begins.” Accessed 12/06/2008 at:  http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history.do?action=tdihArticleCategory&displayDate=01/06&categoryId=disaster 

Lott, Neal, Tom Ross and Matthew Sittel.  The Winter of ’95-’96…A Season of Extremes (Technical Report 96-02).  National Climatic Data Center, NOAA, April 1996, 32 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/techrpts/tr9602/tr9602.pdf 

National Climatic Data Center.  Billion Dollar U.S. Weather Disasters.  NCDC, NOAA, Dept. of Commerce, March 6, 2007. At:  http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/reports/billionz.html 

Schwartz, Robert M. and Thomas W. Schmidlin.  “Climatology of Blizzards in the Conterminous United States, 1959–2000.”  Journal of Climate, Vol. 15, Issue 13, July 2002, pp. 1765-1772.  Accessed at:  http://ams.allenpress.com/perlserv/?request=get-document&doi=10.1175%2F1520-0442(2002)015%3C1765%3ACOBITC%3E2.0.CO%3B2 
Wikipedia, North American Blizzard of 1996.  Accessed 1/5/2009 at:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_blizzard_of_1996 

(5)  Speaking of Disasters: 
As a tool to (perhaps) drive emergency management students deeper into the books, so-to-speak, one might ask what disaster took the lives of thirty elementary school teachers (disaster time-frame here measured more in minutes than in months, and non-military). 

(6)  Inbox Email Backlog:  1368 
(7)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  16,456 
The End 
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