January 13, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Catastrophe Readiness and Response – College Course Development Project: 

Received Instructor Notes and slide set for Session 13, “Pandemic” Scenario, by Dr’s Rick Bissell, University of Maryland Baltimore County, and Tom Kirsch, John Hopkins University School of Medicine.  

Session Overview:  

This session is intended to present to students the complicated problems and dynamics that would likely accompany a very probable but relatively slow-onset catastrophe, a pandemic of a new or “novel” version of an influenza virus.  We say that this is probable because it is in the natural order of viruses that they mutate. When they do this, it results in new versions of an old virus.  This new version is particularly potent because our immune response system does not recognize it, making it “novel”.  Because of the high probability of such an event happening during the professional lifetime of current students, and because the vocabulary and methods of public health are foreign to many emergency managers, we have chosen to use the pandemic scenario in order to: 1) expose emergency managers to the methods and terminology of public health practitioners, with whom emergency managers will have to work closely;  2) help students grasp the many social/economic/political/security complications that could result from a pandemic, and; 3) present students with a compelling scenario in which the typical tools of emergency management and emergency response are not the primary resources in combating the event and its direct effects. The importance of the pandemic scenario is demonstrated by the fact that both the Department of Homeland Security and the Department of Health and Human Services have chosen pandemics as a primary planning and preparedness focus. 

Learning Objectives: 

By the end of this session (readings, lectures and exercises) the student should be able to: 
13-1. Describe mechanisms of disease, spread, and control. 

13-2  Describe the current estimates of the social, economic, transportation, communications and health sector impacts of a pandemic, and their affects on critical systems (e.g. food, utilities, law enforcement, healthcare, etc.). 

13-3  Describe current Federal pandemic preparedness and response plans. 

13-4  Identify potential strategies for dealing with / responding to a pandemic. 

13-5  Describe barriers to effective inter-jurisdictional planning for pandemic response. 

13-6  Discuss the impact of a pandemic on the private sector. 

13-7  Discuss the potential long range economic problems that may result from a pandemic. 

13-8  Discuss inter-jurisdictional issues (including international coordination) in a pandemic response. 

We will be providing the 16-page Instructor Notes and the 46-page slide set to the EMI web staff this week for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program website, Free College Courses section – Courses Under Development subsection where the material should be available for review and comment shortly.  Comments and/or questions can be addressed to Dr. Rick Bissell at:  bissell@umbc.edu 

  

(2)  City of Los Angeles Emergency Management Department Intern Opportunities: 
SALARY 
Course Credit (per higher education institution) 

Select interns will be offered paid opportunities following a minimum of a 2-month commitment 

5 to 20 hours per week 

DUTIES 
The City of Los Angeles Emergency Management Department (EMD) is currently taking applications for paid and unpaid internships. This highly competitive program in the nation’s 2nd largest city is open to graduate students interested in emergency management and pursuing a degree in emergency management, homeland security, public administration, strategic planning, or a related field. Interns will receive hands-on learning experiences, as they will be fully integrated into the Department and will be assigned projects related to emergency planning, emergency operations, and community preparedness. Interns may also prepare reports, research, recommendations, and correspondence for EMD, the Emergency Operations Organization, or other administrative bodies as directed. Interns will work with representatives from various City of Los Angeles departments and non-profit organizations. 

All participants in this program will be assigned a mentor who is an experienced emergency management professional. An initial and final review of each intern will be conducted to facilitate the intern’s learning and growth as an emergency management professional. A minimum of a one-semester or one-quarter commitment is required. 

ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT 
EMD acts on behalf of the Mayor, the City Council, Emergency Operations Board (EOB), and Emergency Operations Organization (EOO) on all matters of Citywide emergency planning, training, mitigation, recovery, and Emergency Operations Center (EOC) readiness. The Department strives to coordinate and manage Citywide emergency management activities with the goals of increasing the preparedness of Angelenos; enhancing the City’s collective ability to plan for, mitigate, and respond to emergencies; and expanding the City’s continuity of operations/continuity of government capabilities. WWW.LACITY.ORG/EMD 

REQUIREMENTS 
All applicants must meet the following minimum requirements: 

• Enrolled in or completed a graduate degree program at an accredited university, preferably in emergency management, homeland security, public administration, strategic planning, or a related field 

• Minimum of 3.0 Cumulative GPA preferred 

• Strong oral and written communication skills; Detail-oriented; Creative thinker and ability to strategize and solve complex problems 

• Proficient in Microsoft Office applications 

• References and writing sample may be required. Interested applicants should email a cover letter and resume to: 

Devra Brukman, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 

Devra.Brukman@lacity.org 

Applications for winter/spring semester will be accepted through February 1, 2009. Applications for summer 2009 may also be submitted at this time. Filing may close at any time without prior notice after a sufficient number of applications have been received. 

(3)  This Day in Disaster History: January 13, 1908, Rhoads Opera House Fire, Boyertown PA:

January 13, 1908:  A local church, St. John’s Lutheran,
[1] has sponsored a stage play at the Rhoads Opera House, Corner of South Washington Street and Philadelphia Avenue in Boyertown, Berks County, PA.  (Wikipedia)  

“A sellout crowd of about 312 squeezed into a second-floor hall in the building, a three-story structure that dominates the corner of East Philadelphia Avenue and South Washington Street.”  (Devlin, “The Joy and the Agony,”  Reading Eagle (PA), January 13, 2008 

Dozens of townspeople had roles as cast members in the debut of the play “The Scottish Reformation.”  (WFMZ-TV News, The Rhoads Opera House Fire.”) 

“The sequence of events has never been fully explained, but most historians agree that about 9:30 p.m. someone on stage kicked over a kerosene lamp and ignited a fire.  The hall did not have electricity, so stage lights were fed by a 5-gallon barrel of kerosene at the foot of the stage. Attempting to stop the spread of the fire, some men tried to move the barrel. It ruptured, spewing kerosene on the floor and fueling the fire.”  (Devlin, “The Joy and the Agony,” Jan. 13, 2008) 

“The entire opera house was engulfed in minutes. Many of the victims couldn’t escape the flames because the fire exits weren’t clearly marked. Also, the doors of the opera house opened inward, so panicked patrons sealed their own fate when they crowded together in front of them….(WFMZ-TV News) 

“…firefighters pulled 169 bodies from the ruins — two-thirds were women and children.  A firefighter also died fighting the inferno that turned the night sky red, pushing the death toll to 170.”  (Devlin 2008) 

“The fire wiped out about 10 percent of the town…”  (WFMZ-TV News)  “… virtually every family in the town of 2,500 was affected by the tragedy.”  (Devlin 2008) 

“…the fire that killed 170 people…sparked changes in fire safety standards that still stand today.  (WFMZ-TV News, The Rhoads Opera House Fire.”) 

“The stage and auditorium were located on the 2nd floor and all auxiliary exits were either unmarked or locked. One fire escape was available but unable to be accessed through a locked window above a 3 foot sill. 171 people perished when the exit was crowded against to escape the fire. Entire families were wiped out.”  (Wikipedia)  
On January 18, “more than 100 people” were buried that day in Boyertown.  (Devlin 2008) 

  

“The incident spurred the Pennsylvania legislature into passing new legislative standards for doors, landings, lighting, curtains, fire extinguishers, aisles, marked exits, and doors. All doors were required to open outward and remain unlocked. Pennsylvania governor Edwin Stuart signed Pennsylvania’s first fire law on May 3, 1909.”  (Wikipedia) 
At the coroner’s hearing, Deputy Factory Inspector Harry Bechtel of Pottstown testified that the building’s owner, Dr. Thomas J.B. Rhoads, installed fire escapes only reluctantly and after much prodding. The fire escapes were located outside windows, but at floor height, so that people would have to climb over a three-foot-high sill to leave the building.   (DCPR, 2005) 

Sources: 

Devlin, Ron.  “100th Anniversary of the Rhoads Opera House Fire in Boyerstown:  A Tragedy’s Legacy.”  Reading Eagle (PA), January 13. 2008. At: http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=75908 

Devlin, Ron, “The Joy and the Agony,” Reading Eagle (PA), January 13, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://readingeagle.com/article.aspx?id=75908 

WFMZ-TV 69 News. The Rhoads Opera House Fire:  The Legacy of a Tragedy (Documentary film).  Documentary website, “History” subsection. At: http://www.wfmz.com/special/operahousefire/history.asp 
Wikipedia.  Rhoads Opera House.  Accessed 1/12/2009 at:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhoads_Opera_House 

(4)  Email In-Box Backlog:  1604 

(5)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  16,765 
The End 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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