January 12, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Children and Disasters: 
Spent first half of day in the two-day “focus group” meeting, started here today, on the development of an internet-delivered course on “Preparing for the Needs of Children in Disasters.”  EMI has awarded a contract to C2 Technologies, Inc. for the development of this course within the next 12 months.  The plan, at the time I left this morning, was to develop a “pilot-like” version by the middle of this summer if at all possible.  In addition, the development of something on the order of a 1-3 hour workshop meant to hand-off to State Offices of Emergency Management was discussed.  For future development, if funding and circumstances allow, would be the development of a longer than 3-hour class-room-based course.  

C2 Technologies has subcontracted with Dianne Walbrecker and with George Haddow to work with them as developers in this project.  Phil Moore, in the EMI Mitigation Section, chaired the focus group meeting this morning.  Also in attendance from EMI was a Readiness Section member, Katie Hirt.  In addition to contract and EMI personnel, in attendance was John (JR) Thomas, representing Save the Children, USA.  The focus group meeting will conclude tomorrow late afternoon.  For additional information, Phil Moore can be reached at phillip.moore@dhs.gov 

(2)  Special Populations: 
Kiefer, John J., Jay A Mancini, Betty H. Morrow, Hugh Gladwin, and Terina A Stewart.  Providing Access to Resilience-Enhancing Technologies for Disadvantaged Communities and Vulnerable Populations.  Institute for Advanced Biometrics and Social Systems Studies, and Community & Regional Resilience Initiative, 2008, 123 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.iabs3.org/Files%20from%20PARET%20Project/IABS3%20The%20PARET%20Report.pdf 

The concept of community resilience to the impact of a significant natural or manmade disaster has become an area of focus at all levels of government. However, a frequently overlooked aspect of community resilience is its extension to the most vulnerable portions of a community’s population. In many cases, public or private programs that reach 90-95% of a subject population are classified as broadly successful. Yet when disaster strikes, it inevitably tends to impact most severely the portions of the population that are least able to prepare for, respond to, or recover from its effects. The outcomes can be both tragic and costly, as the already fragile social fabric that sustains the most vulnerable members of our communities is torn apart, leaving those who survive with little in the way of resources to restore their lives to their previous status. The heartrending stories on the front pages of newspapers and the opening segments of news broadcasts often feature community members who did not have much in the way of alternatives; while other, less vulnerable members of our communities prepared themselves for the coming events, avoided or responded successfully to the consequences, and rapidly organized themselves to rebuild their lives. 

Research Approach 

A considerable amount of research has uncovered ways that make communities more resilient to a disaster’s affects, including recent studies that focus on the ever-evolving world of technology as a means to enhance resilience. However, little research has specifically examined technology application within the more vulnerable elements of a community. In this regard, it is critical for communities to recognize the role that social networks play in developing community capacity, which in turn can reduce the vulnerability of those members of the population at greatest risk. Emergency managers, community planners and leaders, and others involved in a community’s disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery efforts can significantly enhance community resilience through an understanding of the interplay among social networks, community capacity, and technology, including the roles they play in the framework of a community. For this project, we brought in a team of experts with a wide range of experience in sociology, anthropology, public policy, human development, and technology. 

This research project, Providing Access to Resilience-Enhancing Technologies for Disadvantaged Communities and Vulnerable Populations (PARET), focuses on the following research questions: 

Which technologies hold the most promise for helping the vulnerable members of society best deal with disasters, and in turn increase their overall resilience to the effects of disasters? 

How can community leaders, managers, and planners leverage these selected technologies to mobilize their communities to better prepare for, respond to, and recover from disasters? 

To examine the more vulnerable populations in a community, this research pivots on community social organization and demonstrates the viability of technology in mitigating social vulnerability and social exclusion. A social organization, capacity-building framework, including network function, social capital, and community capacity, is used to examine ways that communities can respond more effectively to disasters. Networks and community capacity play a definitive role in the overall scheme of disaster preparation and recovery, as the underlying structures and processes in a community must be in place before any tool or system will be effective. 

Effective social organization structures and processes increase the odds of achieving shared, desired outcomes such as health and well-being, community safety, and community resilience. Communities focused on such results are more likely to plan strategically and to mobilize resources in more targeted ways. 

(3)  Western Illinois University:  Assistant/Associate Professor, EM/Health Preparedness: 
Received a request to post a Position Announcement in the EM Faculty Positions section of the EM Hi-Ed Program website:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/facultypos.asp 

We will forward to the EMI Webmaster for posting, the following announcement: 

APPOINTMENT: August 2009 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: Doctoral degree in Emergency Management, Public Health Preparedness or closely related field (ABD considered); experience in Emergency Management and/or Public Health Preparedness; experience with and understanding of NIMS/ICS; potential for successful scholarship; demonstrated competence teaching college level courses such as all-hazards emergency preparedness, disaster response and recovery, risk assessment, emergency planning, incident management, public health preparedness, and business continuity; emergency management field experience. 

PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS: Experience in emergency operations planning and exercising, public health bioterrorism disaster planning, or business continuity; demonstrated understanding of capstone experiences such as internships; focus on the preparedness and response aspects of emergency management; research publications/ active research agenda. 

RESPONSIBILITIES: Teaching assignment includes core and elective courses in Emergency Management undergraduate program; engage in a level of scholarship and professional service meeting departmental and university criteria for advancement. 

RANK & SALARY: Assistant/Associate Professor (tenure track, 9 month).  Salary commensurate with background and experience.  Western Illinois University offers a competitive benefits package including domestic partner benefits. For full benefit information visit: http://www.wiu.edu/hr/benefits.php 

THE DEPARTMENT: The Department of Health Sciences at Western Illinois University offers a Bachelor of Science in Emergency Management, a Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences, and a Bachelor of Science in Health Services Management on the Macomb campus. A Master of Science in Health Education is available on both the Macomb and Quad Cities campuses.   Undergraduate students majoring in health sciences may select one of two emphases: community health education or environmental and occupational safety. 

THE UNIVERSITY: Recognized as one of the nation’s “Best Value” institutions and one of the "Best in the Midwest Colleges" by the Princeton Review, as well as a Tier 1 Midwestern Masters Institution by "US News and World Report," Western Illinois University (WIU) serves approximately 13,000 students in the heart of the Midwest through its traditional, residential four-year campus in Macomb, IL and its upper-division urban commuter location in the Quad Cities/Moline, IL. 
Western's friendly, accessible, nurturing campus communities are dedicated to higher values in higher education and are comprised of strong faculty, state-of-the-art technology and facilities and a wide range of academic and extracurricular opportunities for students and staff. The four core values at the heart of WIU are academic excellence, educational opportunity, personal growth, and social responsibility. WIU's GradTrac and Cost Guarantee programs ensure that students can achieve their degrees within four years while paying a fixed rate for tuition, fees, plus room and board. WIU remains the only university in Illinois to guarantee the cost for tuition plus fees and room and board for students over a four year period at both the undergraduate and graduate level. 

WIU is a comprehensive public university offering 57 undergraduate degree programs, 36 graduate degree programs, and a doctorate degree. With a student-to-faculty ratio of 17 to 1, WIU's 649 full-time faculty teach 95% percent of all undergraduate as well as graduate courses in addition to 13 pre-professional degree programs and 10 
We gather from Dr. Nancy Parsons, Department of Health Sciences at WIU, that the person who received this position will join the efforts of Dr. Fred May, already on-staff in EM at WIU.  The number of majors in EM at WIU is now up to 77. 
(4)  Email Inbox Backlog:  1577 
(5)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  16,717 

The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
  



EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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