February 3, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Critical Infrastructure Protection: 
National Infrastructure Advisory Council.  Critical Infrastructure Partnership Strategic Assessment:  Final Report and Recommendation.  Washington, DC:  NIAC, October 14, 2008, 64 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/niac/niac_critical_infrastructure_protection_assessment_final_report.pdf 

(2)  How to Grow an Existing Bachelors-Level EM Hi-Ed Program -- Conf. Breakout Session: 
Communicated today with Dr. Robert M Schwartz, Associate Professor of Emergency Management, Department of Public Service Technology, University of Akron concerning his interest in developing/chairing/moderating again this year a Conference Breakout Session on How To Grow and Improve an Existing Bachelors-Level Emergency Management Program. 

We are seeking volunteers to develop and manage similar sessions at the AD, MA, and Ph.D levels as well. 

(3)  John Jay College, City University of New York – Recruiting EM Faculty: 
Received a not today from Dr. Norman Groner at John Jay requesting that we post the following note: 

John Jay College, City University of New York is recruiting for a new emergency management faculty position in our Department of Protection Management. The position starts in the fall semester of this year, and we are hoping to make a selection this spring. We are looking for candidates with doctoral degree or ABDs. The position involves teaching emergency management graduate level courses. However, our faculty are also provided with strong incentives to pursue research interests. Needless to say, New York City provides abundant opportunities towards that end. 

Persons seeking more information can use the following link: http://johnjay.jjay.cuny.edu/info/calendar/humanresource/. Then click on the position in the Department of Protection Management. 

Or persons can contact me at ngroner@jjay.cuny.edu. 

  

Thank you for your help, 

Norman Groner, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Protection Management 

Director, Graduate Program in Protection Management 

John Jay College, City University of New York 

445 West 59th Street 

New York, NY 10019 

(4)  National Response Framework – Catastrophic Incident Annex Now Available: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Catastrophic Incident Annex (NRF).  Washington, DC:  FEMA, November 2008, 8 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/nrf_CatastrophicIncidentAnnex.pdf 

(5)  Study Abroad and Emergency Preparedness Conference, St. John’s University: 
Received today from St. John’s Assistant Vice President a request to post the following note: 

Does your Institution have a viable Emergency Response Plan for your Students Studying, and Athletic Teams Traveling, Abroad? 

WHERE: ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 

8000 UTOPIA PARKWAY, QUEENS, NY 11439 

WHEN: MARCH 12, 2009; 9 AM - 4:30 PM 

This conference will afford you an opportunity to examine best practices and to collaborate on how best to integrate Study Abroad Programs and student athlete travel into your Institution's existing Emergency Preparedness planning. It will provide an informative and educational opportunity for athletic departments, academicians and emergency response professionals. 

Scheduled presenters include: 

The United States Department of State's overseas security Advisory counsel 

Federal Bureau of Investigation's Counterintelligence Domain Program 

. 

The Institute of International Education 

The NYS Emergency Management Office 

International SOS 

International Red Cross 

The Vice President for Security for the National Basketball Association (NBA) 

Please register on line at: www.stjohns.edu/2009Conference 

(6)  This Day in Disaster History, Feb 3, 1959, American Flight 320 Crashes into East River, NY 
“At approximately 2356 e. s. t., on February 3, 1959, an American Airlines Lockheed Electra aircraft crashed into the East River while attempting an instrument approach to runway 22 at La Guardia Airport. 

There were 73 persons on board, including one infant. The captain and one stewardess were killed; the first officer, flight engineer, and the remaining stewardess survived. Of the 68 passengers, 5 survived. To date 63 bodies have been recovered including the bodies of the captain and one stewardess; two others are still missing.”  (CAB AAR American in East River) 

From Chicago-O’Hare with a crew of 5 and 73 passengers, American Flight approached New York-La Guardia on autopilot.  “The Lockheed Electra aircraft descended until it struck the water some 5000 feet short of the runway and 600 feet to the right of the extended centerline. Ground speed on impact was 150 mph and undercarriage and flaps were extended. The wreckage sank in 10m deep East River. Weather at the time of the accident was marginal with a 300-400 feet ceiling, 2 miles visibility in light rain and fog with a 6 knots SSW wind.”  (Aviation Safety Network, American Flight 320, Feb 3, 1959) 

“Both [surviving] flight crew members stated that visual contact was never established through the forward windshield. The windshield wipers were off, the landing light retracted and off, flaps in approach position, and the autopilot was still engaged.  No warning lights were observed, the aircraft and engines operated normally, and there was no indication of a stall, pitch, yaw, or abrupt maneuver.”  (CAB AAR, American Airlines In the East River, Feb 3, 1959) 

“Probable cause: "The Board determines the probable cause of this accident was premature descent below landing minimums which was the result of preoccupation of the crew on particular aspects of the aircraft and its environment to the neglect of essential flight instrument references for attitude and height above the approach surface. Contributing factors were: 

1. Limited experience of the crew with the aircraft type; 

2. Faulty approach technique in which the autopilot was used in the heading mode to or almost to the surface; 

3. Erroneous setting of the captain's altimeter; 

4. Marginal weather in the approach area; 

5. Possible misinterpretation of altimeter and rate of descent indicator; and 

6. Sensory illusion with respect to height and attitude resulting from visual reference to the few lights existing in the approach area." (CAB. AAR, American Airlines in East River, Feb 3, 1959) 
“Follow-up / safety actions: Two recommendations were made regarding flight simulator training for crews on aircraft with novel systems or operating characteristics and the installation of flight data recorders on turboprop airliners.” (ASN, American Flight 320, Feb 3, 1959; citing CAB AAR) 

Sources: 
Aviation Safety Network. Accident Description, American Airlines Flight 320, 03 Feb 1959.  Accessed 2/2/2009 at:  http://aviation-safety.net/database/record.php?id=19590203-1 

Civil Aeronautics Board.  Aircraft Accident Report, American Airlines, Inc., Lockheed Electra N 6101A, In the East River, La Guardia Airport, New York, February 3, 1959.  Washington, DC:  CAB, January 10, 1960.  Accessed at:  http://dotlibrary1.specialcollection.net/scripts/ws.dll?websearch&site=dot_aircraftacc 

NationMaster.com. Encyclopedia. “List of Notable Accidents and Incidents on Commercial Aircraft.”  Accessed 12/15/2008 at:  

http://www.nationmaster.com/encyclopedia/List-of-notable-accidents-and-incidents-on-commercial-aircraft 

Wikipedia.  “American Airlines Flight 320.”  Accessed 12/29/2008 at:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Airlines_Flight_320 

(7)  Email Inbox Backlog:  1203 

(8)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  17,808 

The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 
“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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