February 27, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Daily Notes
(1)  ADA Best Practices Tool Kit for State/Local Governments: What it Means for EM. 
Accepted a proposal from George A. Heake, Jr., Director of Operations, Center for Preparedness Research, Education and Practice, Department of Public Health, Temple University, to put on a workshop, subject noted above, on June 1, 2009, first day of the June 1-4, EM Hi-Ed Conference.  Still discussing whether this will be one half-day workshop, one full-day workshop, or one full-day workshop in two parts.  From the proposal: 

On December 5, 2006, February 27, 2007, May 7, 2007, and July 26, 2007, the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice issued installments of a new technical assistance document designed to assist state and local officials to improve compliance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in their programs, services, activities, and facilities.  The new technical assistance document, which will be released in several installments over the next ten months, is entitled “The ADA Best Practices Tool Kit for State and Local Governments.” 
The concept for the Pre-Conference Workshop for 2009 is to present a full day workshop on The ADA Tool Kit for State and Local Governments discussing what is and how to use it within the educational setting. 

The Tool Kit is designed to teach state and local government officials how to identify and fix problems that prevent people with disabilities from gaining equal access to state and local government programs, services, and activities.  It will also teach state and local officials how to conduct accessibility surveys of their buildings and facilities to identify and remove architectural barriers to access. 

For more information, George Heake can be reached at gheake@temple.edu 

(2)  Airport Disaster Preparedness: 
Smith, James F.  Airport Disaster Preparedness in a Community Context.  American Public University System, February, 2009, 44 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.airportstudy2008.com/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/airportdisasterpreparednessinacommunitycontext.pdf 

(3)  Disaster Housing: 
Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Disaster Recovery, Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.  Far From Home:  Deficiencies in Federal Disaster Housing Assistance After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and Recommendations for Improvement (Special Report).  Washington, DC: Senate, February 2009, 291 pages.  Accessed at:  http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/_files/DisasterHousingInves.pdf 

See, also, 

Office of U.S. Senator Mary L. Landrieu Press Release:  

http://landrieu.senate.gov/releases/09/2009226C39.html 

Berry, Deborah Barfield.  “Sen. Landrieu Calls for Changes to Federal Disaster Housing Aid.”  Shreveport Times, February 27, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.shreveporttimes.com/article/20090227/NEWS01/902270335 

CNN Politics.  “New Senate Report Blasts FEMA Over Housing.”  February 26, 2009.  At:  http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2009/02/26/new-senate-report-blasts-fema-over-housing/ 

Scott, Robert Travis.  “LRA Launching Programs to Increase Affordable Housing.”  New York Times-Picayune, February 27, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/capital/index.ssf?/base/news-6/1235715624181730.xml&coll=1 

(4)  Disaster Preparedness: 
Coates, Shelby.  “Emergency Preparedness Key to Communities.”  Today’s MGT.com.  February 25, 2009.  At:  http://wmgt.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=252&Itemid=2 

Retired Lieutenant General Russel Honore, who led the U.S. Department of Defense’s response to Hurricane Katrina and Rita, made his way to Fort Valley State University, Wednesday. Honore met with city, county and state officials throughout Georgia to discuss the need for community preparedness when emergencies and natural disasters strike. 
Honore stressed the importance of communities being prepared for disasters and not just emergency response teams.  "We want people to prepare in their homes, said Honore. “And we want businesses to be prepared, because the best thing that can happen to a city after a disaster is for businesses to start working again. And we want it taught in the school system." 

  

Honore said teaching preparedness in these three areas will prepare communities for ice storms, hurricanes, tornado, floods, fires and other disasters.   That's the whole idea about creating a culture of preparedness, that it’s ingrained in our culture. It's kind of like what football is in the South. Everybody will talk last week about what happened at the last week high school football game and spend the next week talking about what's going to happen at the next game. Well we want people to talk about preparedness in the same way." 

Rothstein, Philip Jan.  “Pitching Preparedness.”  Business Survival Weblog, February 27, 2009.  At:  http://www.rothstein.com/blog/article-pitching-preparedness/ 

(5)  Disaster Resistant California Community Colleges – and June 1-4 EM Hi-Ed Conf. 
Communicated with Dr. Craig Zachlod, Emergency Management Coordinator, California Community Colleges System, accepting his proposal to develop and produce a Breakout Session during the June 1-4 annual EM Hi-Ed Conference here at EMI, on the DRCC.  An abstract for the draft agenda (under development) should soon be forthcoming.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Zachlod can be reached at:  czachlod@foundationccc.org 

(6)  Katrina and Women Report: 
Willinger, Beth (Ed.).  Katrina and the Women of New Orleans (Executive Report & Summary of Findings).  New Orleans:  Newcomb College Center for Research on Women, Tulane University; and Co-sponsored by the Center for Hazard Assessment, Response and Technology, University of New Orleans, December 2008, 76 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.tulane.edu/~wc/katrinawomenreportfeb2009/NCCROWreport08.pdf 

See, also:  http://newcomb.tulane.edu/article/report-katrina-and-the-women-of-new-orleans?department_id=nccrow-research 

(6)  Kentucky Ice Storm Response: 
Abdullah, Halimah.  “Red Tape Hurt FEMA’s Response to Kentucky Ice Storm.”  McClatchy Newspapers. February 26, 2009.  At:  http://www.mcclatchydc.com/homepage/story/62908.html 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  “A Month After The Storm – How Big Was It?”  Washington, DC:  FEMA, February 27, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=47600 

(7)  Missouri Homeland Security/Safe Schools Initiatives – Challenges and Solutions: 
Communicated today with Paul H. Fennewald, Homeland Security Coordinator, Missouri Office of Homeland Security, Department of Public Safety, and accepted his proposal to put on a Breakout Session during the upcoming June 1-4, 2009 EM Hi-Ed Conference.  From the proposal: 

In 2006, the Governor’s Homeland Security Advisory Council recognized the vulnerabilities that existed in Missouri’s schools, at all levels, from the full spectrum of threats and hazards.  As a result, Safe Schools Working Groups at both the K-12 and higher education level have been established, and working to bring a new level of school safety and security to Missouri. 

The challenges in addressing school safety and security at the higher education level have been far different than at the K-12 level.  A survey taken in Missouri in the summer of 2007 revealed that less than 30 % of all higher education institutions had engaged their local first responder communities in their existing school emergency planning efforts.  

One of the identified solutions to bring consistency to emergency planning in schools as well as connectivity to the first responder community was a web based emergency planning suite of tools named  Emergency Resource Information Plan (ERIP).  Missouri purchased this tool with some of its homeland security funds and made it available for free to all schools, both public and private, at all levels, in Missouri.  However, getting schools, especially higher education, to embrace and invest the time to understand and utilize the tool has been one of this program’s greatest challenges.  

This breakout session will hear from Missouri’s Homeland Security Coordinator, who will discuss the background and vision for the Safe Schools Initiative in Missouri, The Commission of Higher Education, who will discuss the perspective of higher education institutions in Missouri re emergency planning, and a former Missouri Highway Patrolman who is the person who developed ERIP.  The group will engage the audience in a collective discussion on how to overcome the various barriers that were identified that prevented higher education from embracing ERIP as well as other school safety challenges. 

(8)  National Incident Management Systems -- College Course Development Project: 
Forwarded today to the EMI web staff, Sessions 1-3 of the NIMS course being developed at the upper division college level for the EM Hi-Ed Program by a team led by George Haddow, George Washington University.  These sessions should be available on the EM Hi-Ed website for review and comment within about 7-10 days depending on schedule and priorities.  The location to bookmark is:   http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/nimsc.asp 

(9)  NEMA Panel on State EM Expectations of EM Hi-Ed Graduates – EM Hi-Ed Conf.: 
Based upon discussions held at the Annual Conference of the National Association of Emergency Managers in Portland, OR this past Fall, NEMA has put together a panel of three presenters to discuss State-level Emergency Management needs and expectations when it comes to hiring graduates of EM Hi-Ed Programs – as a plenary panel at the June 1-4, 2009 EM Hi-Ed Conference here at EMI..  The panel will consist of: 

Dave Maxwell, Director, Arkansas Emergency Management 

Brock Long, Director, Alabama Emergency Management 

Steve Sloan, Assistant Director, North Carolina Emergency Management. 

(10)  North Carolina Receives $5 Million Grant for Sea Level Rise Study: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  “FEMA Grants $5 Million For Sea Level Rise Study In North Carolina” (Press Release).  Washington, DC:  FEMA, February 24, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=47583 

(11)  Today in Disaster History -- February 27-March 4, 1938, Southern CA Flooding 

“Storm of tropical origin. 11.06” at LA.  More than 30” at several mountain stations of San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains (32.2” at 8,300’ elev.). More than 22” in the Santa Ana River headwaters.  Considerable snow was melted, adding to the runoff. This led to unprecedented flood control efforts, including a network of dams and canals and concrete channels. On 3.3 2.80” fell at Descanso, 2.47” at Escondido, where the storm total was 6.95”. 

“210 reported dead or missing in flooding across Southern California. 45 in Orange County, of which 43 perished in Mexican-American Atwood from an 8 ft. wall of water. Hundreds injured.  Santa Ana River floods, inundates nearly all of northern Orange County. Catastrophic damage to more than 1,500 residences. 400 cabins and buildings washed away in and around San Antonio Canyon. Whitewater River floods, isolates Palm Springs.”  

NOAA.  A History of Significant Weather Events in Southern California Organized by Weather Type, January 2007, p. 9. 
See also (especially page 21): 

Sav, Thomas G.  Natural Disasters:  Some Empirical and Economic Considerations (Final Report, NBSIR 74-473).  Washington, DC:  National Bureau of Standards, Institute for Applied Technology, Center for Building Technology, Building Economics Section, February 1974, 74 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.fire.nist.gov/bfrlpubs/build74/PDF/b74006.pdf 

(12)  Veterinary DHS Workforce and Protecting Animal and Public Health: 
McGinn, Thomas J.  Testimony of Thomas J. McGinn, D.V.M. before the Senate Committee on Homeland Security And Government Affairs, Subcommittee on Government Management, the Federal Workforce, and the District Of Columbia, “Protecting Animal and Public Health: Homeland Security and the Federal Veterinarian Workforce.”  Washington, DC:  DHS, February 26, 2009.  At:  http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/testimony/testimony_1235750352042.shtm 

(13)  Email Inbox Backlog: 
(14)  EM Hi-Ed Program Daily Notes Subscription: 
We trust all have or had a good weekend. 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 
“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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