February 26, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Notes
(1)  Comparative Emergency Management – College Course Development Project: 
Received for review and approval, from course development team leader George Haddow, George Washington University, Session 5 “Disasters and Development.”  The course session is 23 pages and is supported by a power point slide set.  The objectives and scope of this session are: 

5.1              Provide an overview of the correlation between disasters and poverty 



5.2              Explain how disasters influence, and are influenced by, development 



5.3              Illustrate an example of a disaster impacting development through the use of a disaster case study 
Scope: 

In this session, the instructor will provide students with a deeper understanding of the complex ways in which disasters impact and influence poverty and development.  The instructor will explain to students the differences in the characteristics and magnitude of disaster impacts in the poor and rich countries of the world, with regards to a country’s capacity to prepare for or mitigate disaster risk, and to respond and recovery once a disaster has occurred.  The instructor will also explain how disasters impact the development process, and how development practice can both positively and negatively affect vulnerability and risk.  An in-depth illustration of how disaster consequences as a factor of national GDP can determine the lasting effect on a nation’s economy and their ability to recover will also be provided.  Finally, the instructor will illustrate how disasters affect development through the use of a case study. 
This Session will be forwarded to the EMI web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program website – Free College Courses Session – Courses Under Development subsection – Comparative Emergency Management Course -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/coursesunderdev.asp 

This material should be accessible within two weeks.  Comments, suggestions, etc. can be provided directly to George Haddow at:  ghaddow@gwu.edu 

(2)  Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management – HiEd Course Revision Project: 
Received for review from Dr. Richard Sylves, Department of Political Science, University of Delaware two documents:  (1)  outline of his proposed revised “Political and Policy Basis of EM” Hi-Ed course; (2) proposed new syllabus for this course revision project.  

From the Syllabus: 

Public policy, public management, and politics are central to understanding how we will take up the subject.  This course is about NATURAL AND HUMAN-CAUSED DISASTERS THE U.S. NATIONAL GOVERNMENT HAS COME TO ADDRESS IN LAW AND POLICY. The course also considers that the concept of disaster is in many ways politically and socially constructed.  This will be explained over the semester. 
America has a long history of disaster. This course examines modern laws, programs, agencies, and institutions involved in U.S. disaster policy and emergency management.  The president is a key player and Congress has major responsibilities in this realm as well.  State and local governments are also important, as are a variety of private and non-profit organizations that are stakeholders in this realm.  The vast majority of American disasters stem from “natural sources,” and so the course has to address hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, major fires, tornadoes and a variety of other natural disaster agents.  However, this course includes “human-caused” disasters, including terror disasters. America experienced terrorism before 9/11.  Acts of terrorism hold the potential to be disasters and so are included in this course. However, TERRORISM IS NOT THE EXCLUSIVE SUBJECT OF THIS COURSE. 
This is a completely revised Instructor Guide built on the model of the Political and Policy Basis of EM Hi-Ed Course Prof. Sylves produced with Dr. Blanchard’s help in the mid-1990s. From 1996-2000, Sylves did worked on two higher education projects under grants from the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency. He tailored his work as both as an educational and training instrument/ 
The proposed outline is as follows: 
Session 1:        Course Orientation, Introduction, Objectives, Requirements



Session 2.
U.S. Political and Policy System in Brief 
Session 3:
U.S. Hazards and Disaster in the Era of Homeland Security 
Session 4:
Fundamentals of EM and Emergency Managers as a Political Force 
Session 5:
Executive Policy and Political Issues 
Session 6:
Legislative and Political Issues 
Session 7:
Disaster and Homeland Security Laws 
Session 8:
Disasters and Public Budgeting 
Session:
Quiz 1 
Session 9:        Federal Organization and Policy 
Session 10:
State and Local Organization & Policy 
Session 11:
Intergovernmental Relations 
Session 12:
Civil Security and Its Importance in Emer. Mgmt.  Policy and Politics      

Session 13:
The Public and Disaster’s Interest Groups   

Session 14:
Non-Profit Organizations and Disaster Policy 
Session 15:
The Media and Disasters 
Session:
Quiz 2 
For further information or to offer comments or suggestions, Dr. Sylves can be reached at:  sylves@UDel.Edu 
(3)  Homeland Security Advisory Council Charter Update Release: 
Received today from the DHS on behalf of the HSAC, an email on updates to the HSAC homepage       http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/HSAC_Charter.pdf  .   Edited version: 
United States Department of Homeland Security Homeland Security Advisory Council 
1. Official Designation:   Homeland Security Advisory Council (HSAC). 
2. Authority:  This charter establishes the HSAC under the authority of section 871 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, Title 6 United States Code, Section 451. This committee shall operate in accordance with the provisions of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), Title 5 United States Code, Appendix. 
3. Purpose: The HSAC shall provide organizationally independent, strategic, timely, specific and actionable advice to the Secretary and senior leadership on matters related to homeland security. The HSAC shall periodically report, as requested, to the Secretary on those matters. The HSAC serves as an advisory body with the goal of providing advice upon the request of the Secretary. The HSAC shall provide advice to the Secretary when requested for: 

A. Strategy and Policy: Recommendations for the development of strategies and policies that will further the Department’s ability to prevent, protect against, respond to and recover from terrorist attacks, major disasters, or other emergencies. 

B. Leadership and Coordination: Recommendations on improving the Department’s leadership and coordination, internally across the Department, externally across the Federal government, and among state, local, tribal governments, first responders, the private and non​profit sectors, academia and research communities. 

C. Management and Implementation: Recommendations on the development and implementation of specific programs or initiatives to prevent, protect against, respond to and recover from terrorist attacks, major disasters, or other emergencies. 

D. Evaluation and Feedback: Recommendations on the efficiency and effectiveness of DHS programs to prevent, protect again 
4.  Description of Duties: The duties of the HSAC are solely advisory in nature. 
5. Official to Whom the Committee Reports:   The HSAC reports to the Secretary of the [DHS] 

…. 

7. Estimated Cost, Compensation, and Staff Support: The HSAC estimated annual operating costs are $1.5 million, which includes travel and per diem, operating and other administrative expenses and support for eight (8) FTE positions. 

8. Designated Federal Officer:  A full or permanent part-time employee of…[DHS] shall be appointed by the Secretary as the HSAC Designated Federal Officer. The Executive Director of the Homeland Security Advisory Committees shall serve as the HSAC Designated Federal Officer. The DFO or Alternate DFO shall approve or call HSAC meetings, approve meeting agendas, attend all committee, subcommittee, and task force meetings, adjourn any meeting when the DFO determines adjournment to be in the public interest, and chair meetings in the absence of the Chair or Vice Chair or as directed by the Secretary. 
9. Estimated Number and Frequency of Meetings: 
The HSAC will schedule meetings quarterly, or as frequently as the Secretary desires. The HSAC and its components may meet in the form of standing committees, in ad hoc task force entities, or working groups as HSAC functions require or as tasked by the Secretary. 

10. Duration:   This charter shall terminate two years from the date it is filed with Congress unless sooner terminated. The charter may be renewed at the end of this two-year period in accordance with section 14 of FACA…. 

In order for the Secretary to fully leverage broad-ranging experience and education, the HSAC must be professionally, technically, and culturally diverse. These members shall all be national leaders found within diverse and appropriate professions and communities from around the Nation. The membership shall be drawn from the following fields: 

Police, fire, emergency medical services and public works; 

Public health and hospital managers; 

State, local, and tribal officials; 

National policy makers; 

Experts in academia and the research community; 
Leaders from the private sector; 

Owners and operators of critical industries, resources, and infrastructure….. 
The HSAC currently has five active subcommittees: 

•                      Academe and Policy Research Senior Advisory Committee. 

•                      Emergency Response Senior Advisory Committee. 

•                      Private Sector Senior Advisory Committee. 

•                      State and Local Officials Senior Advisory Committee 
•                      Quadrennial Homeland Security Review Advisory Committee…. 
Such subcommittees may not work independently of the HSAC and must report their recommendations and advice to the HSAC for full deliberation and discussion. Subcommittees have no authority to make decisions on behalf of the HSAC and may not report directly to the Federal government or any other entity. 

Upon the request of the Chair of the subcommittee, and to the extent permitted by law, the Department shall provide the subcommittee with such information relating to homeland security matters as the subcommittee may need for the purpose of carrying out its functions.  All sub-committee members shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Secretary. In the event the subcommittee or the HSAC terminates, all appointments to the subcommittee shall terminate. 

February 20, 2009 Agency Approval Date 

February 12, 2009 GSA Consultation Date 

February 20, 2009 Date Filed with Congress 
(4)  National Infrastructure Protection Plan 2009: 
Department of Homeland Security.  National Infrastructure Protection Plan:  Partnering to Enhance Protection and Resiliency.  Washington, DC:  DHS, February 19, 2009, 188 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xprevprot/programs/editorial_0827.shtm#0 

(5)  Savannah State University:  EM & HLS Faculty Position Vacancy Notice: 
Received today from Savannah State a request to post and announce the following: 

Asst/Assoc/Full Professor Homeland Security & Emergency Management / Political Science 
This is a joint full-time faculty position in the Homeland Security & Emergency Management and Political Science undergraduate programs. The successful candidate will have research interests and professional qualifications in both emergency management/homeland security and law. Potential also exists for teaching graduate courses in public administration or urban studies. Interest and qualifications to conduct research in and teach disaster planning and policy, research methods, technology applications, hazardous materials response policy and management, public health and disasters, intelligence process, and/or homeland security are preferred. Additional duties will include conducting research in and teaching constitutional law, administrative law, American judicial process, civil rights and liberties, and international law. Doctorate preferred; master’s plus appropriate experi ence acceptable; understanding of HBCU mission and values important. Review of applications begins immediately and will continue until filled. Submit three copies of cover letter, application (available at www.savannahstate.edu/ ), vita and three references with contact information to Chair, HSEM/Political Science Faculty Search Committee. Mail to: Dean of CLASS Savannah State University P.O. Box 20059 Kennedy Fine Arts Bldg Room 213 Savannah, GA 31404 
EOE/AA 
February 2009 

(6)  Survey of Institutions of Higher Education with Emergency Management Programs: 
Communicated with Carol Cwiak at North Dakota State University concerning the development of a report from an annual survey conducted of schools with EM Hi-Ed programs in-place – currently about 160.  Carol agreed to develop a presentation on the results in a plenary session. 

(7)  Email Inbox Backlog:  1,492 

(8)  EM Hi-Ed Program Notes Subscription:  18,716 subscribers. 

The Beginning. 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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