August 6, 2009, FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program
“Notes of the Day”

(1)  Bio Security: 
Center for Biosecurity, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. “Biosecurity Memos to the Obama Administration.”  Biosecurity and Bioterrorism, Volume 7, Number 1, 2009, 19 pages.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.upmc-biosecurity.org/website/resources/publications/2009/biomemo/2009-03-27-strategic_priorities_biosecurity.html 

Government Accountability Office.  Biosafety Laboratories:  BSL-4 Laboratories Improved Perimeter Security Despite Limited Action by CDC (GAO-09-851).  Washington, DC:  GAO, July 2009, 22 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09851.pdf 

Hananel, Sam.  “Audit Finds Research Labs Slow to Improve Security.”  Associated Press. Accessed at: 

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/08/05/AR2009080502850.html 

(2)  Civil/Military Collaboration in Disaster Response – Viewpoint: 
Kouri, Jim.  “Homeland Security, Defense Departments Plan Domestic Operations?”  Law Enforcement Examiner, Aug 2, 2009. At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.examiner.com/x-2684-Law-Enforcement-Examiner~y2009m8d2-Homeland-Security-Defense-Departments-plan-domestic-operations 

(3)  Comparative Emergency Management – Upper Division College Course Development: 
Received for review and approval from George Haddow, lead course developer, George Washington University, Session 12, “The Emergency Management Cycle.”  The Student Objectives and the Scope for this session are as follows: 

Objectives: 
12.1          Provide an Overview of the Four Phases of Emergency Management 


12.2          Describe and Explain the Similarities and Differences that Exist Between Different Cycles Found Throughout the World 


Scope: 
During this session the instructor will give a broad overview of the lifecycle of an emergency or disaster event, and the corresponding phases of emergency management (namely mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery).  The instructor will present to students variations on the emergency management model found throughout the world, and explain the reasoning behind such approaches.  Finally, the instructor will lead a discussion on about the defining philosophies of different emergency management systems that exist throughout the world as a factor of the emergency management goals and approach. 

________ 

This 14-page, 1-hour course session will soon be uploaded to the EM Hi-Ed Program Website – Free College Course Materials section – Courses Under Development subsection – Comparative Emergency Management Course site.  There is also an accompanying 12-page slide set.  The material will go to:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/cem.asp -- where there are six other sessions waiting.  Any or all of this material is open for comment.  George Haddow can be reached at:  ghaddow@gwu.edu 

(4)  Department of Homeland Security Quadrennial Homeland Security Review: 

This is a short reminder that there is an opportunity now to contribute to the DHS Quadrennial Homeland Security Review.  We are given to believe that the receivers of comments for the “Disasters” section have not been overwhelmed from the hazards and disasters research and educational communities.  One might wish to at least click on the following URL and see what is there:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.homelandsecuritydialogue.org/disasters 


(5)  Disaster Relief Funding and Emergency Supplemental Appropriations – CRS Primer: 
Congressional Research Service (Bruce R. Lindsay and Justin Murray).  Disaster Relief Funding and Emergency Supplemental Appropriations (CRS 7-5700).  Washington, DC:  July 15, 2009, 32 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40708_20090715.pdf 

(6)  Flu/Pandemic Hazards: 
Fox, Maggie.  “Some Measures Won’t Help Prevent Flu Pandemic:  Report.”  Reuters, August 5, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.reuters.com/article/topNews/idUSTRE5746CF20090805?sp=true 

Henderson, D.A., et al.  “Public Health and Medical Responses to the 1957-58 Influenza Pandemic.”  Biosecurity and Bioterrorism, Volume 7, Number 3, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.liebertonline.com/doi/pdfplus/10.1089/bsp.2009.0729 

Kimery, Anthony L.  “New Study Finds Face Masks Provide Limited Protection Against Flu.”  HS Today, August 4, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/9660/149/ 

Mohajer, Shaya Tayefe.  “Calif. Nurses Protest Lack of Swine Flu Equipment.”  Associated Press, August 5, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5g-vDyxJRZwMdkbF9Wo7naTzgzRswD99ST6IO1 
Schnirring, Lisa. “Review finds parallels between 1957 and 2009 pandemics..” CIDRAP, Aug 5, 2009. http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/aug0509panflu57.html 

Trust for America’s Health, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and Center for Biosecurity of UPMC.  Pandemic Flu Preparedness:  Lessons from the Frontlines (Issue Brief).  Washington, DC: TFAH, June 2009, 24 pp.  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://healthyamericans.org/assets/files/pandemic-flu-lesson.pdf 

(7)  Guam Civil Defense and Homeland Security: 

Ishizaki, Frank. “Agency There When Disasters Hit.”  Pacific Daily News, August 3, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.guampdn.com/article/20090803/OPINION02/908030311/1014/OPINION/Agency+there+when+disasters+hit 

Our most important stakeholder is our resilient residents who choose to be survivors instead of victims by bouncing back after each disaster to rebuild their homes and lives. 

(8)  Homeland Security {Color-Coded} Advisory System:  

Washington Times.  “Terror Alert, Gray” (Editorial).  August 6, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/06/terror-alert-gray/?feat=home_editorials 

(9)  Homeland Security and Emergency Management Higher Education: 
Kiltz, Linda.  “Civic Mission of HS Education:  A Response to McCreight.”  Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Volume 6, Issue 1, Article 57, 2009, 7 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.bepress.com/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1619&context=jhsem 

Reference is made in the above to: 

McCreight, Robert.  “Educational Challenges in Homeland Security and Emergency Management.”  Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Vol. 6, Issue 1, Article 34, 2009, 8 pp. At: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.bepress.com/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1576&context=jhsem 

(10)  Hurricane Charley – 2004: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  “Hurricane Charley Recovery – By the Numbers.”  Washington, DC:  FEMA Press Release R4-09-FS015, August 6, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=49247 

(11)  Mitigation: 
Congressional Research Service (Francis X. McCarthy and Natalie Keegan).  FEMA’s Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program: Overview and Issues (RL34537).  Washington, DC:  CRS, July 10, 2009, 25 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL34537_20090710.pdf 

(12  Tornado Hazard: 
Wharton, Tom.  “Historic Tornado Taught Valuable Lessons – Ten Years After Twister, There’s Improved Forecasting and Emergency Response.”  Salt Lake Tribune, August 5, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.sltrib.com/news/ci_13000741 

(13)  Today in U.S. Disaster History – August 6, 1853 – Yellow Fever – New Orleans: 
On this day -- the press in New Orleans reports that deaths from yellow fever have gone up in the previous 24-hour reporting period – to 194 yellow fever deaths in the city -- as compared with 128 the day before, 135 the day before that, and 124 the day before that.  (Fenner, E. D.  History of the Epidemic Yellow Fever at New Orleans, LA. In 1853.  New York:  Hall, Clayton & Co., Printers, 1854, 84 pages.)  

(14)  Violent Extremists: 
Starks, Tim. “Brennan Lays Out Counterterrorism Vision,” CQ Homeland Security, Aug 6, 2009. 

A top…official on Thursday enunciated an…administration counterterrorism philosophy that mixed forceful action against al Qaeda now with broader actions to battle violent extremists in the future. 

John Brennan, assistant to the president for homeland security and counterterrorism, said in a speech at a Washington think tank [Center for Strategic and International Studies] that…[the President] rejects an “absolutist” approach, instead favoring a policy that is “nuanced, not simplistic. Practical, not ideological.”…. 

The long-term strategy…Brennan said, included five components: 

• Not allowing terrorism to dictate American foreign policy…. Better, he said, to consider terrorism as but one issue the United States must address with countries in the Middle East, issues including public health and women’s rights. 

• No longer using…phrases “war on terrorism,” “global war,” or “jihadists.” Terrorism, Brennan said, is a tactic. “You can no more defeat the tactic of terrorism than you can defeat the tactic of war itself.” “Global war,” he said, validates Osama bin Laden’s world view that there is a clash of civilizations. And “jihad” is a valid term in Islam, so to call Al Qaeda “jihadists” gives the organization credibility within the Muslim world it doesn’t deserve, he said. Obama commonly uses the phrase “violent extremists.” 

• Recognizing the role that poverty and lack of education play in the creation of terrorists. “Poverty does not cause terror,” Brennan said, but people without hope are more susceptible to joining terrorist movements. Unless those conditions are addressed, “there will always be another recruit in the pipeline.” 

• Addressing terrorism not only via military means, but via a “political, social and economic campaign.”…. Terrorist groups have gained influence in the Middle East by providing vital services to citizens who do not get them from their governments, Brennan said. Some terrorist groups, though, have hurt their cause by killing so many Muslims with their attacks, and the United States needs to use those instances to show that terrorists are not the affected people’s best means to escape poverty or ensure security, he said. 

• Integrating American power. The United States, Brennan said, must bring to bear all its resources, from increasing foreign assistance “not as a crutch for societies in need but as a catalyst,” to offering “America’s moral example” of following the rule of law. 

(15)  Email Inbox Backlog:  585 
(16)  EM Hi-Ed Program “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  25,434 subscribers. 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
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Department of Homeland Security 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”  
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