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(1)  Chemical Plant Safety and Security” 
New York Times (Editorial).  “Chemical Plants Could Be More Safe,” August 3, 2009.  Accessed at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/04/opinion/04tue2.html?_r=1 

(2)  Children and Disaster: 
Chacko, Sarah.  “More Focus Sought on Children in Disasters.”  The Advocate (Baton Rouge), August 5, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/52484782.html 

Margetta, Rob.  “FEMA to Address Care of Vulnerable Populations,”  CQ Homeland Security. August 4, 2009.  

Federal Emergency Management Administration chief Craig Fugate said Tuesday that his agency is making some fundamental changes in the way it plans for the needs of children and other vulnerable populations during evacuations and disaster-recovery scenarios.  “We tend to write plans for us — the adults, people with a high school education . . .” Fugate said at a hearing of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Disaster Recovery. “Then we’ll go back and we’ll say there’s this other group, they have different challenges and we have to write a plan for those, and we’ll write a second plan, a third plan and a fourth plan.” 

“We have historically looked at special populations as an afterthought,” Fugate added. But the agency’s new approach will take those specialized populations into account from the start, he said.  “Let’s write plans that actually reflect the communities we live in,” he said. “They have children. They have people with disabilities. They have frail elderly.” 

Tuesday’s hearing focused on providing evacuation and mental health assistance for children in major disasters.  Providing services for children, including schools and counseling, is a critical piece of rebuilding the infrastructure after disasters, said Subcommittee Chairwoman Mary L. Landrieu, D-La., the only member of the panel in attendance. 

Those with jobs that are critical to the recovery effort will be more inclined to resettle in an area if their children are provided services, including schools and day care centers where they can spend their days, Landrieu said. But the federal government has not done enough to provide for such needs, she and witnesses at the hearing said. 

Mark Shriver, vice president of Save the Children, said federal and state government disaster-relief programs have focused more on the needs of family pets than of children, who represent 25 percent of the population.  “When it comes to disaster planning and disaster management, the unique needs of children are typically misunderstood and unaddressed,” Shriver said.  Though Fugate’s testimony about a revised manner of planning was “an exciting first step,” Shriver said, the federal government has much more work to do. 

Fugate said he wants to take a less “FEMA-centric” approach to caring for special populations during disasters. Traditionally, FEMA has based its approach on the Stafford Act, which established the federal response system, including the kinds of things that trigger the agency’s involvement in disaster-relief efforts. Fugate said he envisioned increasing FEMA’s role as a federal coordinator of other federal agencies rather than simply a provider of centralized services.  “I don’t think FEMA’s done a good job of understanding and working with our partner agencies and leveraging their programs,” Fugate said. “My job is to coordinate all of the federal family,” he added later. 

Landrieu said the approach sounded sensible, although the agency should not abdicate its role as federal leader in disaster-response efforts.  “I would say that FEMA is the leader,” she said. “FEMA should be the expert in disaster . . . FEMA should be the driver.” 

Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.  Focusing on Children in Disasters:  Evacuation Planning and Mental Health Recovery.  Washington, DC:  U.S. Senate Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Disaster Recovery, Aug 4, 2009.  Archive webcast/witness statements:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Hearings.Hearing&Hearing_ID=aa8241f6-6f0e-41a5-87c3-07c9a58ecbfa 
Witnesses: 

The Honorable W. Craig Fugate, Administrator, FEMA, DHS 

Rear Admiral Nicole Lure, MD, MSPH, Asst. Secretary for Preparedness, US PHS, HHS. 

Ms. Cynthia A. Bascetta, Director, Health Care, U.S. Government Accountability Office 

Mr. Mark Shriver, Vice President, Managing Director, U.S. Programs, Save the Children 

Dr. Irwin Redlener, President, Children’s Health Fund 

Ms. Teri Fontenot, President and Chief Executive Officer, Woman’s Hospital. 

Sullivan, Eileen.  “FEMA to Focus on Children’s Needs during Disasters,” AP, Aug 3, 2009. At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/08/03/AR2009080301388.html 

Wells, Carrie.  “FEMA Chief:  U.S. Not Ready to Help Children in Disasters.”  McClatchy Newspapers, August 4, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.mcclatchydc.com/257/story/73057.html 

(3)  Electromagnetic Pulse and U.S. Electric Grid. 
Raloff, Janet.  “Electric Grid Still Very Vulnerable to Electromagnetic Weaponry.”  Science News, July 23, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/45868/title/Electric_grid_still_very_vulnerable_to_electromagnetic_weaponry 

(4)  Fall Flu/Pandemic: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Novel Influenza A (H1N1)-Related School Dismissal Reporting Form.  Atlanta, GA:  CDC.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/schools/dismissal_form/dismissal_form.htm 

Sternberg, Steve.  “Homeland Security Chief:  Flu Will Get Jump on Vaccine.”  USA Today, 4 Aug 2009.  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2009-08-04-swinefluoutbreak-pandemic_N.htm 

United Kingdom. Department of Health. Pandemic influenza:  Guidance on meeting the needs of those who are or may become vulnerable during the pandemic.  London: 31 Jul  2009, 22 p. At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.ccaconsultants.eu/mediapool/46/460916/data/DoH_Pandemic_Influenza_-_Guidance_on_mtg_need_of_VPs.pdf 
(5)  Individual Disaster Preparedness – FEMA Administrator Fugate Video Message: 

FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate emphasizes the need for the individual to be a part of the emergency management team. http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.fema.gov/medialibrary/media_records/904 

"Our entire emergency management team has a role to play when it comes to preparing for and responding to the next disaster," said Administrator Fugate.  "One of the most important parts of that team is the public.  The more prepared the public is now, by getting an emergency response kit, making an emergency action plan, and getting a skill, like CPR, the stronger our emergency response team will be." 

(6)  Levees in LA: 
Houma Today.  “Hurricane Ike Damage Still Present on Dularge Levees,” August 3, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.houmatoday.com/article/20090803/HURBLOG/908039912/-1/SPORTS?Title=Hurricane-Ike-damage-still-present-on-Dularge-levees 

(7)  National Infrastructure Advisory Council Fact Sheet: 
National Infrastructure Advisory Council.  The National Infrastructure Advisory Council (NIAC) Fact Sheet.  Washington, DC:  NIAC, DHS, February 9, 2009 Update.  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/niac/niac_brochure.pdf 

(8)  Terrorist Threat Environment – and More: 
Beiser, H. Darr.  “`We Will Always Live’ With Terror Threat.” USA Today, August 5, 2008.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2009/08/q-a-we-will-always-live-with-terror-threat.html 

(9) This Day in Disaster History – August 45, 1853 – Yellow Fever – New Orleans, LA: 
Deaths reported to the Coroner’s office and accessible to the press were reported in today’s N.O. newspapers had decreased – 124 deaths from yellow fever during the past 24-hour period, as opposed to  135 yesterday.  (Fenner, E. D.  History of the Epidemic Yellow Fever at New Orleans, LA. In 1853.  New York:  Hall, Clayton & Co., Printers, 1854, 84 pages (p. 38) 

(10)  Email Inbox Backlog:  582 
(11)  EM Hi-Ed Program “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  25,413 subscribers. 
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