August 31, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program “Notes of the Day”

(1)  Campus Emergency Planning and Role of Transportation: 
Edwards, Frances L. and Daniel C. Goodrich.  The Role of Transportation in Campus Emergency Planning.  San Jose, CA:  Mineta Transportation Institute, College of Business, San Jose State University, June 2009, 198 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.transweb.sjsu.edu/MTIportal/research/publications/documents/Role%20of%20Transportation%20(Complete%20with%20Cover).pdf 

Or:   http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.transweb.sjsu.edu/MTIportal/research/publications/summary/MTI-0806.html 

(2)  Disaster Recovery: 
Government Accountability Office.  Disaster Recovery:  Experiences from Past Disasters Offer Insights for Effective Collaboration after Catastrophic Events (Report to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, U.S. Senate).  Washington, DC:  GAO-09-811, July 2009, 62 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09811.pdf 

Nathan, Richard P, and Marc Landy.  Disaster Recovery:  The Role of the Federal Government in Megadisasters (Statement Presented in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, August 27, 2009, at a Forum Commemorating the Fourth Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina).  The Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Government, August 27, 2009, 6 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.rockinst.org/pdf/disaster_recovery/gulfgov/2009-08-27-Statement_Bay_St_Louis.pdf 

See, also: 

Nathan, Richard P, and Marc Landy.  Disaster Recovery:  Who’s in Charge? Who Should Be?  The Role of the Federal Government in Megadisasters:  Based on Lessons from Hurricane Katrina.  NY:  The Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Government,, June 2, 2009, 10 pp.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.rockinst.org/pdf/disaster_recovery/gulfgov/gulfgov_reports/2009-06-02-Whos_in_Charge.PDF 
For other Rockefeller Institute Disaster Recovery-related reports go to:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.rockinst.org/disaster_recovery/ 

(3)  Federalism and Emergency Management: 
Derthick, Martha.  The Transformation That Fell Short.  New York:  The Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Government, August 2009, 27 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.rockinst.org/pdf/disaster_recovery/gulfgov/2009-08-Transformation_That_Fell.pdf 
(4)  International Disaster Relief and Humanitarian Assistance: 
United States Navy. “U.S. 5th Fleet Executes Maritime Strategy.” Navy.mil, August 20, 2009.  At: 

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=47773 

"A Cooperative Strategy for 21st Century Seapower," is a unified maritime strategy among the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard that recognizes the economic links of the global system and how any disruption due to regional crises - manmade or natural - can adversely impact the U.S. economy and quality of life. 

The strategy charts a course for the sea services to work collectively with each other and international partners to prevent crises from occurring and reacting quickly should one occur to enhance global security. 


U.S. 5th Fleet is committed to executing all six core competencies of the maritime strategy which include power projection, forward presence, sea control, maritime security, deterrence and humanitarian assistance/disaster response. 
(5)  Katrina Retrospective:  

Jonsson, Patrik.  “What Katrina Has Wrought, Four Years Later,” Christian Science Monitor, August 29, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0829/p02s01-usgn.html 

Katrina "ripped apart the fabric of New Orleans, but it also left a deep impression on emergency response workers nationwide. It showed, for one thing, how volunteer efforts - churches, college students - played a much more important role than expected and how the centralized response, led by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), alienated many of the same people it was intended to help." 

[Current FEMA Administrator] "is intent on setting policy to reflect his belief that citizens are less victims than crucial first responders. In fact, Mr. Fugate has changed FEMA's mission statement from 'protect the nation from all hazards' to a more collaborative offer to 'support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together.'" 

Idaho State Journal.  “Obama: ‘No More Turf Wars,” August 31, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.journalnet.com/articles/2009/08/30/news/breaking/5.txt 
"I have also made it clear that we will not tolerate red tape that stands in the way of progress or the waste that can drive up the bill," said Obama. "Government must be a partner -- not an opponent -- in getting things done." Obama's FEMA chief, Craig Fugate, has been cited by Gulf Coast officials and Obama administration officials alike for breaking through the gridlock that has delayed recovery. 

(6)  LSU’s Stephenson Disaster Management Institute To Host National Evacuation Conf. 
SDMI is co-hosting the 2010 National Evacuation Conference with the University of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast Center for Evacuation and Transportation Resiliency.  This event will be held in New Orleans, February 3-5, 2010 and will bring together professionals, academics, nonprofit and for-profit organizations, consultants, emergency managers, and transportation planners to discuss evacuation planning for cities and regions across the United States: 
  

The purpose of the conference is to foster an interdisciplinary exchange of ideas surrounding a broad range of evacuation issues, particularly mass evacuations prompted by disasters. The conference agenda has been developed to attract speakers and attendees from both practice and research from government, industry, and academia.   A Call for Papers for the 2010 National Evacuation Conference and been issued. And can be accessed at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nationalevacuationconference.org/NEC2/Welcome.html -- or 
www.NationalEvacuationConference.org 

  
The Conference will address but is not solely limited to the following themes: 


• National, State, Regional & Local Evacuation Policy 
• Evacuation for Carless and Vulnerable Populations 
• Evacuation Planning around Nuclear Power Plants 
• Communications and Human Behavior in Evacuations 
• Legal Issues in Evacuation Planning 
• Evacuation Modeling 
• Issues for First Responders and Voluntary Organizations during Evacuations 
  
Researchers and practitioners are invited to submit abstracts for presenting at the conference. Abstracts will be due September 30, 2009 and should indicate if the author plans to submit a full paper, which will be due by December 31, 2009. Full papers will be made available as part of a conference compendium and will be considered for 

publication in one of two special journal issues: 


        • Risk, Hazards and Crisis in Public Policy 
        • Journal of Transportation Safety and Security  
  

National Evacuation Conference Planning Committee 
Blair A. Beter, Stephenson Disaster Management Institute 
Louisiana State University 
www.sdmi.lsu.edu ; bbeter1@tigers.lsu.edu 

(7)  Minneapolis I-35W Bridge Collapse, August 1, 2007: 
Bakst, Brian.  “Judge:  Company Can’t Dodge Bridge Collapse Suits.”  Associated Press, August 28, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.startribune.com/local/55887077.html 

(8)  Special Needs: 
HomeCare.  “SOS:  Disaster Plans for People with Disabilities,” August 28, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://homecaremag.com/news/disaster-plan-accreditation-20090828/index.html 

(9)  Volunteers and Liability: 
Nonprofit Risk Management Center.  State Liability Laws for Charitable Organizations and Volunteers.  Leesburg, VA:  NRMC, January 2009 Update, 124 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://nonprofitrisk.org/downloads/state-liability.pdf 

(10)  This Day in U.S. Disaster History -- August 31, 1915 -- Orenda Coal Mine Explosion, Boswell, Pennsylvania – 19 Miners Killed 
“About 8 a.m. a local explosion blew down four doors, a few stoppings, and some curtains along 8 dip.  The coal dust did not become involved other than for slight charring in rooms near the origin.  Afterdamp from the exploded section passed directly into the main return and did not enter other sections of the mine.  Seventeen men were killed, and 10 others were overcome.  They were rescued by the foreman and others without the aid of breathing apparatus, but 2 died afterwards.  All bodies were recovered within 13 hours.  Gas had been reported in the section, and when a door was opened some of it was pulled out onto the 8 dip roadway where it was ignited by sparks from the trolley wheel of a locomotive bringing in a trip of cars. (From the U.S. Bureau of Mines Report; reproduced in “History:  Orenda Mine, Boswell, PA,” by Raymond A Washlaski, Ryan P. Washlaski and Peter E. Starry, Jr., October 18, 2006 update, in Rootsweb.ancestry.com.) 

See, also:  

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health.  Mining Disasters (Incidents with 5 or more Fatalities).  NIOSH, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Aug 28, 2008 last update. 

(11)  Email Inbox Backlog:  409 

(12)  EM Hi-Ed Program “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  26,202 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
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http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
Sign up via our free e-mail subscription service  to receive notifications when new information is available from the Higher Education Program. 
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