August 28, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program “Notes of the Day”
(1)  Bio-Terrorism Hazard: 

Matishak, Martin.  “White House, Scientists Discuss Biological Threats.  Global Security Newswire, August 28, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/ts_20090828_3718.php 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.  “Bio-Terror Laboratory Fails Inspection,” August 27, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09239/993579-53.stm 

(2)  Cedar Rapids: 

Saulny, Susan.  “After Iowa Flood, Feeling Just a Bit Ignored.” New York Times, August 27, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/28/us/28cedar.html?ref=todayspaper 

(3)  Dam Hazard: 

Madrigal, Alexis.  “Old American Dams Quietly Become a Multibillion-Dollar Threat.”  Wired Science, August 25, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2009/08/agingdams/ 

See, also: 

American Society of Civil Engineers.  Report Card for America’s Infrastructure – Water and Environment, Dams.  Jan. 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/fact-sheet/dams 

(4)  DHS National Dialogue on the Quadrennial Homeland Security Review – 2nd Phase: 

“The first phase of the National Dialogue is now complete. Over 8,000 people — stakeholders and partners — joined in this first ever outreach effort by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The participation in the dialogue was both broad and deep with representation from other federal agencies, state, local, tribal governments, law enforcement professionals, first responders, academic institutions and the business community. DHS will continue its aggressive outreach campaign and would appreciate your help in alerting your network about this opportunity to strengthen the community of people and organizations across the country dedicated to securing the homeland. 

“The second dialogue begins August 31st and will continue through September 6th. The second dialogue will be more interactive. You will have the opportunity to help set priorities for DHS and comment directly on other participants' thoughts and ideas.” 

To register to participate go to:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.homelandsecuritydialogue.org/ 

(5)  FEMA National Preparedness Directorate 2009 Annual Operating Plan: 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  2009 Annual Operating Plan, National Preparedness Directorate.  Washington, DC:  FEMA, April 2009, 13 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.fema.gov/pdf/about/divisions/npd/npd_operating.pdf 

  

(6)  Flood Plain Mapping and Garden City, Kansas: 

Associated Press.  “Garden City Sues to Stop Map,” August 27, 2009.  Accessed at: 

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://cjonline.com/news/state/2009-08-27/garden_city_sues_to_stop_map 

(7)   Influenza Hazard: 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Interim Guidance for Novel H1N1 Flu (Swine Flu): Taking Care of a Sick Person in Your Home.  Atlanta, GA:  CDC, Dept. of HHS. August 5, 2009 update.  Accessed at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance_homecare.htm 

Georgia Institute of Technology.  Georgia Tech Pandemic Influenza Emergency Action Plan (2009).  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gatech.edu/emergency/flu.html 

Sternberg, Steve.  “Americans Are Getting Serious About Swine.” USA Today, August 27, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2009-08-27-swineflu_N.htm 

Turner, Dorie.  “Swine Flu Rises at US Colleges as Students Return.” Associated Press, August 27, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/health/6589764.html 

University of Kansas.  “KU Urges Students with Mild Flu Symptoms to Stay Home, Not Visit Health Center,” KU Lawrence Campus Alerts, August 28, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.alert.ku.edu/ 

(8)  Katrina: 

Evans, Ben and Becky Bohrer.  “Promises, Promises: Obama Wins Praise for Katrina. AP, August 27, 2009. Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://apnews.myway.com/article/20090827/D9ABG5H80.html 

Jonkman, S. N., B. Maaskant, E. Boyd, and M. L. Levitan.  Loss of Life Caused by the Flooding of New Orleans After Hurricane Katrina,” Risk Analysis, Vol. 29, Issue 5, pp. 676-698, January 31, 2009. 

In this article a preliminary analysis of the loss of life caused by Hurricane Katrina in the New Orleans metropolitan area is presented. The hurricane caused more than 1,100 fatalities in the state of Louisiana. A preliminary data set that gives information on the recovery locations and individual characteristics for 771 fatalities has been analyzed. One-third of the analyzed fatalities occurred outside the flooded areas or in hospitals and shelters in the flooded area. These fatalities were due to the adverse public health situation that developed after the floods. Two-thirds of the analyzed fatalities were most likely associated with the direct physical impacts of the flood and mostly caused by drowning. The majority of victims were elderly: nearly 60% of fatalities were over 65 years old. Similar to historical flood events, mortality rates were highest in areas near severe breaches and in areas with large water depths. An empirical relationship has been derived between the water depth and mortality and this has been compared with similar mortality functions proposed based on data for other flood events. The overall mortality among the exposed population for this event was approximately 1%, which is similar to findings for historical flood events. Despite the fact that the presented results are preliminary they give important insights into the determinants of loss of life and the relationship between mortality and flood characteristics. 

Liu, Amy, and Nigel Holmes.  “The State of New Orleans: An Update.” New York Times, Aug 27, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/28/opinion/28liu.html?_r=1&ref=opinion 

Palin, Philip J.  “Is This What Resilience Look Like?”  Homeland Security Watch, August 28, 2009 (filed under “General Homeland Security”).  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.hlswatch.com/2009/08/28/is-this-what-resilience-looks-like/comment-page-1/#comment-136430 

Schleifstein, Mark.  “Study of Hurricane Katrina’s Dead Show Most Were Old, Lived Near Levee Breaches.”  Times-Picayune (New Orleans), August 27, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nola.com/hurricane/index.ssf/2009/08/answers_are_scarce_in_study_of.html 

(9)  Mitigation: 

Ramona Sentinel (CA).  “County OKs Flood, Watershed Rules,” August 24, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.ramonasentinel.com/article/News/News/County_OKs_flood_watershed_rules/19267 

(10)  Preparedness: 

Grygiel, Chris.  A Mini-Katrina?  King County Prepares for Flooding.”  Seattle Post Intelligencer (WA), August 27, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.seattlepi.com/local/409605_flood27.html 
(11) Stafford Act: 

Rainey, Richard.  “Steve Scalise Unveils New Bill Meant to Undo FEMA Red Tape.”  Times-Picayune (New Orleans), August 27, 2009.  Accessed at:    http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2009/08/steve_scalise_unveils_new_bill.html 

(12) Volunteers and Liability Issues: 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Citizen Corps Volunteer Liability Guide:  An Overview of Legal Issues and Approaches to Address Liability for Emergency Volunteers.  Washington, DC:  FEMA, Citizen Corps, August 7, 2009, 100 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.citizencorps.gov/pdf/Citizen_Corps_Volunteer_Liability_Guide.pdf 

CBC News (Can.). “Lawsuit Concerns Halt East Kootenay Search and Rescue Teams.” June 15, 2009.   Accessed at: 

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2009/06/15/bc-search-rescue-service-suspended.html 

Ogilvie, Clare.  “Search and rescue volunteers ready to quit over lawsuit Golden and District Search and Rescue shut down in face of litigation.”  The National Post (Canada), June 16, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nationalpost.com/rss/story.html?id=1701626 

(13)  This Day in U.S. Disaster History -- August 27-28, 1893 – Sea Islands Hurricane -- Another Deadly Cane -- 1,000 – 2,500 Dead 

“By 1893, major population centers could be telegraphically alerted to storms moving along the coast, but there were no warnings for the Sea Islands and other isolated areas. The "Great Storm of 1893" struck the south coast at high tide on August 28, pushing an enormous storm surge ahead of it and creating a "tidal wave" that swept over and submerged whole islands. Maximum winds in the Beaufort area were reported at 125 miles per hour, those in Charleston at 120 miles per hour. Water from the first wave probably stacked up in the marshes, held there by the wind until the next high tide, which was after the storm had passed. Lowered barometric pressure and the amount of "stacked" water created resonance-effect destruction equal to that of the "tidal wave."  At least 2,000 people lost their lives, and an estimated 20,000-30,000 were left homeless and with no mean of subsistence. Property damage was estimated at $10 million, equal to $119, 330, 000 in 1985 dollars.”  (SCS Climatology Office. South Carolina Hurricane Climatology.) 

Source:  

South Carolina State Climatology Office.  South Carolina Hurricane Climatology.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dnr.sc.gov/climate/sco/Tropics/hurricanes_affecting_sc.php 

See, also:  

Blake, Eric S., Edward N. Rappaport, and Christopher W. Landsea.  The Deadliest, Costliest, and Most Intense United States Cyclones From 1851 to 2006.  Miami, FL:   National Weather Service, National Hurricane Center, April 15, 2007 update, 45 pages.  Accessed at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/Deadliest_Costliest.shtml 

Dunn, Gordon E. and Banner I. Miller.  Atlantic Hurricanes (Revised Edition).  Baton Rouge LA:  Louisiana State University Press, 1964, 377 pages (see page 312). 

South Carolina State Climatology Office.  Hurricanes and Tropical Storms Affecting South Carolina.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dnr.sc.gov/climate/sco/Tropics/hurricane_tracks_affecting_sc.php 

United States Army Corps of Engineers.  South Carolina Hurricane Evacuation Restudy Technical Data Report.  June 2000.  Accessed 11/27/2008 at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://chps.sam.usace.army.mil/USHESdata/SC/SCChapter1.htm 

(14)  Email Inbox Backlog:  397 

(15)  EM Hi-Ed Pgm. “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  26,138 subscribers. 
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