August 26, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Ed Program

“Notes of the Day”

(1) 2008 Bayer CropScience Plant Explosion, Institute, West Virginia, CSB Announcement: 
U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board.  “Statement from CSB Chairman John Bresland on Bayer CropScience Announcement Concerning Methyl Isocyanate.”  Washington, DC:  CSB, August 26, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.csb.gov/newsroom/detail.aspx?nid=278 

(2)  Cyber Hazard: 
Aitoro, Jill R.  “From Nextgov.com: Agencies must make high-risk cyber threats top priority, DHS officials say,” Government Executive, August 25, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=43469&dcn=e_gvet – also: 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nextgov.com/nextgov/ng_20090825_7424.php?oref=rss 

(3)  Disaster Response Case Study -- I-35W Bridge Collapse – Minneapolis, MN 
Cook, Alethia H.  “Towards an Emergency Response Report Card: Evaluating the Response to the I-35W Bridge Collapse.”  Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Vol. 6, Is. 1, Article 59, August 2009, 24 pages.  Accessed at:  

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.bepress.com/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1605&context=jhsem 

(4)  GAO Testimony/Report on Emergency Management – in March (ah, must have missed it then): 
Government Accountability Office.  Emergency Management:  Actions to Implement Select Provisions of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act (Statement of William O. Jenkins, Jr., Homeland Security and Justice, Testimony Before the Subcommittee on Emergency 

Communications, Preparedness and Response, Committee on Homeland Security, House of Representatives).  Washington, DC:  GAO-09-433T, March 17, 2009, 34 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09433t.pdf 

(5)  Influenza Hazard: 
Agence France-Presse.  “Sweden to Fund Mass Swine Flu Vaccination,” August 25, 2009. At:  

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.swedishwire.com/politics/811-sweden-to-fund-mass-swine-flu-vaccination 

Associated Press.  “Swine Flu Tests Authorized for Troops Overseas,” August 25, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jN8GvBVLVABijW7-1V8NIW5nSx_wD9AA8UE82 

Jourdan, Kristi.  “Flu Could Hit Poor Schools Hardest,” Washington Times, Aug 25, 2009.  At:  

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.washtimes.com/news/2009/aug/25/back-to-school-back-to-flu/?feat=home_headlines 
Kanter, James.  “E.U. Officials Lay Out Priorities for Swine Flu Vaccine,” New York Times, April 25, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/26/health/policy/26iht-flu.html?_r=2 

McNeil, Donald G. Jr.  “Agency Urges Caution on Estimates of Swine Flu.”  New York Times, August 25, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/26/health/26flu.html?_r=1 

Palin, Philip J.  “H1N1 Mitigation by Process of Elimination,” Homeland Security Watch, August 26, 2009 (filed under “Biosecurity,” and “Preparedness and Response,”).  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.hlswatch.com/2009/08/26/h1n1-mitigation-by-process-of-elimination/ 

Rowles, Donny.  “How You Can Help in Case of a Flu Outbreak.”  KAAL-TV.com (Austin MN) August 26, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://kaaltv.com/article/stories/S1104528.shtml?cat=10219 

“The Medical Reserve Corps trains and organizes people to deal with things like flood recovery - they could also help deal with something like an H1N1 outbreak.” 

University Posters – Noticed on Disaster Resilient Universities List Serve (David Bujak email) -- just FYI: 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.uhs.umich.edu/sites/webservices.itcs.umich.edu.drupal.uhs/files/uhsdocs/cover.pdf 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/posters 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/dtopics/infectioncontrol/cover/hcp/stoppat.html 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.barnard.edu/newnews/swineflu.pdf 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.sacredheart.edu/download/2751_handwashingposter.pdf 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.uhs.umich.edu/sites/webservices.itcs.umich.edu.drupal.uhs/files/uhsdocs/seek.pdf 

(6)   IT Sector Baseline Risk Assessment, DHS: 
Department of Homeland Security.  “DHS and the Information Technology Sector Coordinating Council Release Information Technology Sector Baseline Risk Assessment.”  Washington, DC:  DHS, August 25, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1251249275263.shtm 

(7)  Katrina: 
Bohrer, Becky, and Peter Prengaman (AP).  “Hope, Reality Collide in Post-Katrina New Orleans,” August 26, 2009.  Accessed at: 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hlc-jWVAIwXbNzBar4XgQo6BltwgD9AAHK100 
GCR & Associates, Inc.  The New Orleans Region 4 Years After Katrina: A Focus On Recovery.  New Orleans, GCR, 2009, 4 pages.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gcrprofessional.com/katrina4year.htm 

Mercatus Center, George Mason University.  “Caring Communities:  The Role of Nonprofits in Rebuilding the Gulf Coast.”  Arlington VA:  Mercatus, Aug 2009.  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://localknowledge.mercatus.org/ 

Plyer, Allison.  “Ten Minute Briefing on New Orleans’ Recovery,” Greater New Orleans Community Data Center.  Aug 19, 2009.  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.gnocdc.org/NewOrleansIndex/video.html 

“In this ten minute briefing, Dr. Allison Plyer of the Greater New Orleans Community Data Center explains population, housing, economic and infrastructure recovery in the New Orleans metro four years after Katrina based on The New Orleans Index. Plus, how New Orleans is faring in the national recession, neighborhood recovery indicators, and local, state and federal policy recommendations.” 

Tilove, Jonathan, and Bruce Alpert.  “FEMA Chief Craig Fugate:  I can remember saying, ‘People are going to die and it’s going to be bad’.”  Times-Picayune (New Orleans), August 25, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2009/08/fema_chief_craig_fugate_i_can.html 

United Press International.  “Corps Faulted for New Orleans’ Pumps,” August 25, 2009. At:  
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2009/08/25/Corps-faulted-for-New-Orleans-pumps/UPI-18581251213602/ 

(8)  Military Role in Disasters: 
Scully, Megan.  “Battle Brewing Over Command Authority,” CongressDaily, August 20, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=43447&dcn=e_hsw 

(9)  National Archives and Natural Disasters: 
National Archives and Records Administration.  “Natural Disasters on DVD from the National Archives.”  College Park, MD:  NARA, June 30, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.archives.gov/press/press-releases/2008/nr08-126.html 

Washington, DC…The National Archives announces the release of Natural Disasters, the first collection in a new series of boxed DVD sets entitled Our Planet Earth. Produced in partnership with Topics Entertainment, Our Planet Earth will focus on the preservation and conservation of our natural resources and the protection of our environment. The series will feature motion pictures created by the Bureau of Land Management, Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Agriculture, U.S. Forest Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Selected by film archivists from the National Archives vast motion picture holdings, Natural Disasters chronicles some of the world’s most devastating earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, forest fires, and volcanoes—random acts of nature that have altered the world’s economy, threatened and disrupted millions of earth’s inhabitants, cost thousands of human lives, and at times changed the course of history. Also recounted are the heroic efforts of relief workers to return cities to normal and the attempts of local governments to better prepare for future events. 

Included among the gripping documentaries are: 

Loma Prieta Earthquake (1989), an examination of the 1989 San Francisco earthquake that destroyed the Oakland Bay Bridge and the Cypress Street Viaduct and disrupted the World Series. 

Day of the Killer Tornadoes (1978), the story of 147 deadly tornadoes that swept across Ohio, Kentucky, Alabama, and other states in a 24-hour period. 

A Hurricane Called Betsy (1966), which recounts Hurricane Betsy’s 3,000-mile trip from the Caribbean through the Bahamas, Miami, the Florida Keys, and along the Gulf Coast to New Orleans and Baton Rouge. 

Eruption of Mt. St. Helens (1980–81), featuring reenactments, personal recollections, and narration of the historic eruption of Mt. St. Helens. 

The Plow that Broke the Plains (1936), a classic film about the Dust Bowl that includes a climactic dust storm sequence in which day suddenly becomes night and the landscape changes from moment to moment. 

(10)  Recovery, Long-Term: 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  The Road to Recovery 2008:  Emergency Support Function #14, Long-Term Community Recovery.  Washington, DC:  FEMA, August 2009, 24 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.fema.gov/pdf/rebuild/ltrc/2008_report.pdf  -- See, also: 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.fema.gov/rebuild/ltcr/ 

(11)  Resilience: 
Palin, Philip J. “Resilience Polity Directorate: 90 Day Review,” Homeland Security Watch, August 26, 2009 (filed under “Organizational Issues,” and “Strategy”).  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.hlswatch.com/2009/08/26/resilience-policy-directorate-90-day-review/comment-page-1/#comment-136410 

(12)  Typhoon Morakot: 
Associated Press.  “Taiwan Says Typhoon Morakot Has Claimed 650 Lives, August 24, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5i6eatUwlDQQIHZiKqXjLHTmQSrogD9A8DD900 

(13)  University of Colorado Department of Public Safety Website – Just FYI: 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.uccs.edu/~pusafety/emerplan/emergency%20plans/general_info_3.shtml 

(14)  Weapons of Mass Destruction Hazard: 
McCarter, Mickey.  “Legislation to Implement Recommendations of WMD Commission Forthcoming,” HS Today, August 26, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.hstoday.us/content/view/9969/149/ 

(15)  This Day in U.S. Disaster History – August 26, 1888 – Yellow Fever, Jacksonville, FL: 
“August 26…Excitement prevailed…all passage was refused on the Government train going to Camp Perry…the people of Waycross had threatened to tear up the rails on the track if any refugees were allowed to pass out of this city [Jacksonville] via Waycross, even in locked cars and passing that town at a high rate of speed…Camp Perry…was said to be in a horrible condition for the care of women and children….The citizens of East Jacksonville published a strong protest against using St. Luke’s hospital for a pest house.”  (Adams, p, 26-27) 

Source:  Adams, Charles S. (Ed.).  Report of the Jacksonville Auxiliary Sanitary Association of Jacksonville, Florida Covering the Work of the Association During the Yellow Fever Epidemic, 1888.  Jacksonville, FL:  Times-Union Print, 1889. 

(16)  Email Inbox Backlog:  402 

(17)  EM Hi-Ed Program Notes of the Day Distribution:  26,082 subscribers. 
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