August 25, 2009, FEMA Emergency Management Higher Ed Program

“Notes of the Day”

(1)  Communicating Emergency Preparedness: 
The subject line is the name of a new book just recently arriving here for review from Mark Listewnik, Senior Editor at Taylor & Francis: 

Coppola, Damon P., and Erin K. Maloney.  Communicating Emergency Preparedness:  Strategies for Creating a Disaster Resilient Public.  Boca Raton, FL:  CRC Press, Taylor & Francis Group, 2009.  
Abstract from Taylor & Francis website: 

Recent events worldwide have made disaster preparedness and disaster communication to the public a crucial concern. September 11th, the Indian Ocean tsunami, Hurricane Katrina, and other mega-disasters have highlighted not only a woeful lack of community awareness of vulnerability but also the absence of a clear protocol for what to do as events unfold. The first book dedicated solely to the topic of pre-disaster communication, Communicating Emergency Preparedness: Strategies for Creating a Disaster Resilient Public presents the best ways to inform communities about disaster risk factors, response plans, and emergency procedures without fomenting panic or paranoia. 

A public awareness campaign is the critical tool to help communities prepare themselves and to mitigate the human and economic impact of disasters. The authors provide an overview and history of public disaster preparedness education and then proceed to explore risk management and the development of a campaign strategy. They include specific instruction on how those charged with developing these programs can obtain funding from donors, foundations, and government grants. 

Real Examples of Successful Programs 

The second half of the book features a series of case studies which identify various public awareness campaigns that have been successfully conducted in different communities. The text provides program facts and contact information for those who designed and executed the campaigns to enable communities to model their own efforts based on what has worked in the past. 

Recognizing that knowledge is the best defense, this comprehensive, practical resource provides public administration officials, emergency managers, evacuation coordinators, and community leaders at the local and national level with the background and tools needed to plan, design, and carry out effective public disaster preparedness campaigns. 

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.taylorandfrancis.com/shopping_cart/products/product_detail.asp?sku=&isbn=9781420065107&parent_id=&pc=/shopping_cart/search/search.asp?search%3DCommunicating%2BEmergency%2BPreparedness 
(2)  Individual and Family Disaster Preparedness: 
In a previous “Note of the Day” we posted on the release of the FEMA Personal Preparedness in America Survey Report: 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Personal Preparedness In America:  Findings From the Citizen Corps National Survey.  Washington, DC:  June 2009, 90 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.citizencorps.gov/pdf/Personal_Preparedness_In_America-Citizen_Corps_National_Survey.pdf 

Today, there are two related postings: 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  “FEMA Research Provides New Insights on Personal Preparedness:  Survey Findings Provide Direction for Communication and Public Education Efforts (Press Release).  Washington, DC:  FEMA, Citizen Corps, August 24, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.citizencorps.gov/news/press/2009/2009findingsrelease.shtm 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Personal Preparedness In America:  Findings From the 2009 Citizen Corps National Survey (slide presentation by Karen March, Director, Community Preparedness Division).  Washington, DC:  FEMA, 2009, 37 slides.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.citizencorps.gov/pdf/nccp/Marsh_Karen_2009_Survey_Findings_8-10-09.pdf 

(3)  Influenza Preparedness:  [See, also, Schools and Disaster below.] 
Department of Education.  “Duncan, Sebelius Unveil Recommendation for Schools on How Learning Continues in Case of Flu Outbreak (Press Release and links).”  Washington, DC:  Dept. of Ed., August 24, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2009/08/08242009.html 

President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology.  Report to the President on U.S. Preparations for 2009 – H1N1 Influenza.  Washington, DC:  Executive office of the President, August 7, 2009, 86 pages. http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/PCAST_H1N1_Report.pdf 

President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST).  “PCAST Recommendations and Administration Progress.”  Washington, DC:  The White House, Executive Office of the President, PCAST, August 7, 2009, 3 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/PCAST_Recommendations_and_Administration_Progress.pdf 

RT For Decision Makers in Respiratory Care.  “US Hospitals Urged to Take Survey on Ventilator Numbers by September 10.”  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.rtmagazine.com/news/2009-08-21_01.asp 

Wappes, Jim.  “Presidential Panel Calls For Planning Czar, Faster Vaccine,” CIDRAP News (Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy, University of Minnesota), Aug 24, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/aug2409whitehouse.html 

White House.  “President’s Council on Science and Technology (PCAST) Releases Report Assessing H1N1 Preparations,” August 24, 2009.  Washington, DC: The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, August 24, 2009.  Accessed at:  

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Presidents-Council-of-Advisors-on-Science-and-Technology-PCAST-releases-report-assessing-H1N1-preparations/ 

(4)  Schools and Disaster: 
Petal, Marla, and Rebekah Green.  School Disaster readiness: lessons from the first Great Southern California ShakeOut.  Los Angeles, CA: Earthquake Country Alliance, July 2009, 72 p.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.preventionweb.net/files/10582_RR2008ShakeOutSchoolReadinessFinalR.pdf  also:  

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/trainings-events/edu-materials/v.php?id=10582&a=email 
Phelps, Kara.  “During Hurricanes, Schools Became Shelters; Classes Were Canceled for 14 Days,” NewsChief.com (Winter Haven, FL), August 14, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.newschief.com/article/20090814/NEWS/908145026/1003/NEWS? 

Stobbe, Mike (Associated Press).  “Sebelius:  Closing Schools Wouldn’t Ward Off Virus,” August 25, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.sacbee.com/nationworld/story/2135539.html 

(5)  This Day, U.S. Disaster History – August 25, 1853 – Yellow Fever Deaths, New Orleans 
From the Picayune, August 28:   “The Epidemic -- The interments in all the cemeteries of the city for the week ending at 6 o’clock yesterday morning, Saturday, 27th inst., are in detail as follows [excerpt]:  August 25…188…” 

Fenner, E. D.  History of the Epidemic Yellow Fever at New Orleans, LA. In 1853.  New York:  Hall, Clayton & Co., Printers, 1854. 

(6)  Email Inbox Backlog:  398 
(7)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  26,029 subscribers. 
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