August 24, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program “Notes of the Day”

(1)  CDC Guidance for Responses to Influenza for Institutions of Hi-Ed 2009-2010 Year.  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  CDC Guidance for Responses to Influenza for Institutions of Higher Education during the 2009-2010 Academic Year.  August 20, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.flu.gov/plan/school/higheredguidance.html 

(2)  Disaster Relief Redesign? 

  

Powers, John R.  “An Alternative Approach to Disaster Relief.”  Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Vol. 6, Is. 1, Article 60, 2009, 7, pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.bepress.com/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1579&context=jhsem 

  

Abstract: 

  

"There is an alternative to the Federal role in disaster relief as specified in the Disaster Relief Act (PL 93-288 as amended). This alternative would be infinitely more effective in reducing the costs of disasters and would be much fairer to the tax payers.  As the FEMA Regional Director in Chicago during the 1993 Mississippi floods, my mitigation division director groused over the fact that many of the same people in the lines were there after the previous floods (plural). While we shouldn’t tell people where to live, they shouldn’t come to us for money when they get hit by a predictable disaster without the necessary insurance. The requirements for making this alternative a reality are threefold: 

a. Set actuarially correct premiums for individuals, municipalities and states based on the risk; an outline for how the Federal government can build a risk model is discussed. 

b. Have the Federal government serve as the “reinsurer” for losses that exceed those projected by its model; an approach is provided. 

c. Change the legislation and insist that the congress not bail out people who didn’t get the insurance or otherwise reduce their risk by moving out of the high risk area. 

The point of this approach is to force individuals, municipalities and states to stop doing dumb things and accept responsibility for their decisions. The benefits to the tax payers who are subsidizing these bad decisions would be huge. 

  

(3)  Leadership in Emergency Management – “Course Treatment” Development: 
Have received and forwarded to the web-staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program Website, a “Course Treatment” by Stacy L. Muffet-Willett, Associate Professor of Emergency Management, University of Akron.  This course “Purpose” statement from the “course treatment” is as follows: 

Course Purpose: 

With a growing interest in crisis leadership and practices, it becomes essential that the system of instruction has a sound theoretical and empirical base. While there are many personal opinions and perspectives concerning leadership practices, the field of Emergency and Crisis Management seems to be overlooking the historical research foundation that has already been established for forward progress in shifting the paradigm into useful and practical leadership application. With the segregation of disciplines from the public and private perspective, an exploration of overall practice is difficult, unless one has studied the empirical evidence on both sides and joined this research. 

Since the fields of Emergency and Crisis Management are relatively “new” leadership theory must come from a multidisciplinary perspective in order to best understand the theoretical evolution that has taken place over the past 80 years. Currently, the system of leadership in Emergency and Crisis management is being called into question and few researchers have called attention to a reexamination of the leadership literature in order to better educate emergency/ crisis managers by offering a foundation upon which to make better leadership decisions. Exploration and education of leadership perspectives is necessary to fuel a new paradigm to evolve our crisis and emergency managers into becoming better leaders. It is past time for students to be better educated on leadership practices to assist the development of better leadership application in the fields of Emergency and Crisis Management. 

(4)  Military Role in Disaster Response: 
National Governors Association, Executive Committee. “Letter.” August 20, 2009 (from Governor Douglas and Governor Manchin) to Senate Committee on Armed Services Chairman Carl Levin and Ranking Member John McCain opposing efforts to provide the Secretary of Defense with expanded authorities to assist in the response to domestic disasters).  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.cb6e7818b34088d18a278110501010a0/?vgnextoid=61a9bfdc14833210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD 

(5)  Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management – College Course Revision: 
Have been informed that a draft of the revision of Session 7, “Disaster Laws,” has been uploaded to the EM Hi-Ed Program website – Free College Course Material section – Courses under Development subsection – Political and Polity Basis of EM course – where it is accessible for review and comment.  This course is being revised by the original author, Dr. Richard Selves, Univ. of Delaware.  The specific session is designed for two-hour delivery and is supported by a 22-page “Instructor Guide.”  The URL is: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/polpolbasis.asp 

The scope and objectives are: 

Building from the previous session regarding the U.S. Congress, this session describes some of the major laws regarding management of disasters and emergencies. It does so by providing a historical perspective on disaster laws and the Government’s involvement in disaster management through them. Overall, it connotes the statutory evolution of government authority and responsibility in preparing for disaster, and in response and recovery to disasters which have occurred. It also provides an examination of disaster policy as a function of greater political and policymaking trends. Excluded from this session are laws setting forth policy for specific types of disaster agents (i.e., floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, etc.). Those types of measures will be reviewed in disaster agent specific sessions to follow. This session includes several laws enacted after 2001, the year of the 9/11 terror attacks. Many of these laws flow out of homeland security purposes which both affect and are part of U.S. emergency management. 
At the conclusion of this session, students should be able to: 

7.1 
Demonstrate an understanding of the early policy history of disaster including American relief efforts and assistance. 

7.2 
Recall central features of Civil Defense Act of 1950 and discuss its significance. 

7.3 
Recollect the central features of the Disaster Relief Act of 1950 and discuss its precedent-setting nature. 

7.4 
Explain evolution of disaster policy from post-disaster exclusively government -to-government infrastructure aid to addition of other forms of aid, as well as the gradual movement from exclusively post-disaster relief to the addition of pre-disaster mitigation. 

7.5 
Describe central features of Disaster Relief Act of 1974 and discuss the need for, and implications of, a multi-hazard approach to EM. 

7.6 
Summarize the key provisions of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act of 1988 

7.7 
Review components of Disaster Relief Act of 1950, Stafford Act, Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 fundamental to the field of U.S. EM. 

7.8 
Spell out the implications of the 9/11 Terror Attack and summarize the key elements of the Homeland Security Act of 2002. 

7.9 
Spell out implications of Hurricane Katrina and summarize key elements of Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006. 

(6)  U.S. Disaster History -- Aug 24, 1873 -- Nova Scotia Hurricane, Gloucester, MA Fleet


“On Sunday, August 24, 1873, there were 138 Gloucester fishing vessels at sea. A terrific storm swept the entire area from the Bay of Saint Lawrence, around Prince Edward’s Island, across Nova Scotia and far out into the ocean.  At the height of the storm, which came in from the eastward, a tidal wave washed many vessels high on shore.  In the Maritime Provinces, houses were destroyed, trees uprooted, wharves demolished and scores of Canadian ships were either totally destroyed or badly damaged.  Although only nine Gloucester schooners were lost, as compared with fifteen in the 1862 Blow, those nine vessels carried no less than 128 men to their watery graves, a larger number than in the previous record disaster.  Besides the nine craft lost at sea, thirty-two Gloucester fishing vessels were blown ashore in the hurricane along the coast of Canada.  Luckily, only five of this number proved unsalvable.”  (Snow, E. R.  Great Gales and Dire Disasters. NY: Dodd, Mead and Co., 1952, 263 pp, p. 182.) 

(7)  Email Inbox Backlog:  416 

(8)  EM Hi-Ed Program “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  25,590 
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