August 20, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program “Notes of the Day”

(1)  Campus Security and Safety: 
Mastis, Lindsey.  “Howard University Updates Security.”  WUSA9.com. August 17, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.wusa9.com/rss/local_article.aspx?storyid=89803 

(2)  Comparative Emergency Management – EM Hi-Ed Program Course Development: 

Received for review and approval, Session 13, “Mitigation,” from lead course developer, George Haddow, George Washington University.  This session consists of a 13-page Instructor Guide supported by a 12-page slide set, and has been designed for a 1-hour time block.  The scope and objectives of this session are: 

During this session the instructor will define the emergency management function mitigation.  The instructor will present to students the three major mitigation goals, and discuss with students the various obstacles to mitigation that exist and they ways in which these obstacles differ throughout the world.  Finally, the instructor will briefly explore how governmental and societal emergency management capacity is a risk mitigation measure. 

13.1  Provide a Broad Definition of Mitigation in the Context of Emergency Management 


13.2  Explain the Three Primary and Two Secondary Goals of Mitigation 


13.3  Describe the Obstacles to Mitigation 

(3)  Flood Hazard: 

Associated Press.  “Property Owners Refuse to Leave Iowa Flood Plain,” August 12, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2009/08/12/us/AP-US-Cedar-Rapids-Flood-Greenway.html 

(4)  Global Risk Reduction UN ISDR First Biennial Assessment: 
United Nations, ISDR (International Strategy for Disaster Reduction).  Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction. United Nations, Geneva, Switzerland, 2009, 207 pages. At: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/report/index.php?id=1130&pid:34&pih:2 
(5)  Hurricane Hazard: 
Catholic Charities of Florida.  Hurricane John Paul:  A Statewide Communications Drill -- After Action Report/Improvement Plan.  July 15, 2009, 29 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.drc-group.com/library/exercise/johnpaul/CatholicCharities-HurricaneJohnPaul-AAR-IP.pdf 

(6)  Influenza Hazard: 
Dixon, Leslie H.  “National Guard Drill at High School to Prepare for Possible H1N1 Riot.”  Sun Journal (Lewiston, Maine), Aug 20, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.sunjournal.com/node/105339 

Sebelius, Kathleen, Janet Napolitano, and Arne Duncan.  “Early Preparation Key in Fighting Flu.” Atlanta Journal-Constitution, August 18, 2009.  Accessed at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.ajc.com/opinion/early-preparation-key-in-118690.html 

(7)  Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management – Hi-Ed Course Revision Project: 
Received for review and approval, Session 23, “Special Topics:  9/11 Victim Compensation Fund vs. Conventional Disaster Relief Furnished to Victims of Hurricane Katrina,” written by Dr. Richard Sylves, University of Delaware.  The Scope and Objectives of this session are: 

This session is a comparative case study of a disaster recovery issue that has been controversial. A major part of the Congressional response to the 9/11 terror attack disaster and its victims was the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund (9/11 VCF). The aim here is to provide students with a body of information about the 9/11 VCF, a contrasting body of information about FEMA programs of victim relief after Hurricane Katrina, and then invite them to compare and contrast the approaches and politics of each system of victim relief.  The session closes with discussion questions about the issues raised in the session. 

By the end of this session, students should be able to: 

23.1
Describe in general terms the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund’s origin, purpose, substance, procedures and rules.


23.2
Recount how the Master Model works and recall some of the 9/11 VCF work and case experiences of Fund Master Kenneth Feinberg.  

23.3
Offer reasoned observations about the pro’s and con’s of “face-to-face” meetings with aid applicants vs. conventional procedures. 

23.4 
Recall some of the major programs and features of Federal disaster relief dispensed to victims of Hurricane Katrina under the so-called Conventional Model. 

23.5
Compare and contrast the Master Model of assistance distribution with the Conventional Model of assistance distribution.


This 30-page “Instructor Guide” style session, designed as a one-hour “block of instruction,” will be uploaded in the next few days, upon initial review.  The material will be posted in the Free Course Materials section of the homepage – Courses under Development subsection -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/polpolbasis.asp 

(8)  Terrorism Hazard:  

Gould, Eric D. and Esteban F. Klor.  “Does Terrorism Work?”  Hebrew University of Jerusalem, June 2009, 58 pages.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://economics.huji.ac.il/facultye/klor/DTW.pdf 

(9)  Hazard of the Day – Yellow Fever Epidemic – August 20, 1853: 
August 20.  “Yellow Fever in Natchez – The terrible scourge. – The yellow fever has appeared in this city for several days, having, it is thought, been brought here by some vessels from New Orleans.  Up to the present writing, upwards of 200 deaths have taken place.  The excitement is general.  Many citizens have left the city in consequence of the fever.  A large building has been provided, which is to be used as a hospital for the indigent and sick.  The authorities have pronounced the fever as epidemic.”  (Weekly Wisconsin, August 31, 1853, p. 6.) 

Meanwhile in New Orleans, the local papers wrote that fatalities ascribed to yellow fever reported to authorities over the last 24-hours came to 184.  This made for a weekly total of 1,302 deaths.  (Fenner, E. D. History of the Epidemic Yellow Fever at New Orleans, LA. In 1853, 1854,  p. 38-41.) 

(10)  Email Inbox Backlog:  441 
(11)  EM Hi-Ed Pgm. “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  25,891 subscribers. 
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