August 10, 2009 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program “Notes of the Day”

(1)  Emergency Management Job Market: 
Zupec, Rachel (CareerBuilder.com). “Seven Emerging Jobs Poised for Growth.”  August 5, 2009.  At:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.cnn.com/2009/LIVING/worklife/08/04/cb.7.emerging.jobs/index.html 

(2)  Homeland Defense, Disaster Response and National Governors Association Letter: 
National Governors Association, Executive Committee.  “Letter (from Governor Douglas and Governor Manchin) to Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense and Americas' Security Affairs, Paul Stockton, expressing opposition to a Department of Defense legislative proposal to provide the Secretary of Defense with expanded authorities to assist in the response to domestic disasters.” NGA, August 7, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIweb/cgi-shl/goodbye.asp?url=http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.cb6e7818b34088d18a278110501010a0/?vgnextoid=04c463fedeee2210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD 

(3)  Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management – Course Revision Project: 
Received for review from Dr. Richard Sylves, his revision of Session 21, “The American Fire Community.”  This is an approximately 2-hour session consisting of a 24-page “Instructor Guide.”  The Scope and objectives of this session are as follows: 

Scope:  

The Fire Services are, arguably, the most important professional emergency responder group. Few other professions assume, on a daily basis, as much responsibility for disaster and emergency response. This session looks at the American Fire Services and their expanding role in disaster management; their strong political linkages to Congress; their central position in the Federal, State, and local emergency management; and the political barriers that they may face in the management of emergencies and disasters. 

Owing to the 9/11 terror attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon in 2001, the American Fire Services have been assigned new and broadened duties. On top of this, the dangers posed by urban/wildland interface fires have continued to increase in many areas of the nation. This session summarizes many political and policy issues surrounding fire threat and provides an overview of the role and interests of the Fire Services in engaging these issues. Encapsulating the full range of Fire Service law, politics, and policy is beyond the scope of this session. 

Objectives:  By the end of this session, students should be able to: 

21.1 
Explain the importance of the Fire Services in National emergency management and the role of the Fire Services within FEMA. 

21.2 
Discuss professional organizations of the Fire Services engaged in political advocacy. 

21.3 
From a political and policy vantage point, consider the roles of the fire service in disaster mitigation and disaster response. 

21.4 
Review the critical roles of the local Fire Services in structural fire suppression and the difficulties they experience in moving political officials to support their fire safety work. 

21.5 
Explain why there are sometimes political or policy disagreements between the Fire Services and Emergency Managers. 

21.6 
Elucidate the importance of wildland fire management and how politics and policy sometimes affects the choice of fire management options. 

21.7 
Describe Federal programs which address wildfire hazards and the key Federal agencies involved. 

21.8
Discuss the Federal-State interchange with regard to wildfire hazard management. 

21.9   
Outline the homeland security era duties of the Fire Services. 

(4)  This Day in U.S. Disaster History – August 10, 1853 – Yellow Fever – New Orleans, LA 
The newspapers in New Orleans reported today that during the past 24 hours there, 193 people had been reported as yellow fever fatalities.  The day before it had been 166 fatalities, and the day before that 187 yellow fever deaths.  No end is in sight.  (Fenner, E. D.  History of the Epidemic Yellow Fever at New Orleans, LA. In 1853.  New York:  Hall, Clayton & Co., Printers, 1854, 84 pages, p. 38.) 

(5) Email Inbox Backlog:  537. 
(6) EM Hi-Ed Program “Notes of the Day” Distribution:  25,499 subscribers. 
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