April 2, 2009 Emergency Management Higher Education Program 
“Notes of the Day”

(1)  Aviation Accident Statistics for 2008: 
The National Transportation Safety Board, today issued a Press Release on 2008 aviation accidents: 

Washington, DC - The National Transportation Safety Board  today released preliminary aviation accident statistics for the 2008 calendar year, showing improvements in some 
industry sectors but increased accident rates in others.  "While the overall aviation safety record in the United  States is among the best in the world, the 2008 accident statistics reveal a mixed picture," said NTSB Acting Chairman Mark V. Rosenker. "We are particularly concerned with the spike in fatalities in on-demand air charter operations. There's a lot of room for improvement in this area, and as evidenced by our recent forum on emergency medical service helicopter accidents, we continue to do everything we can to identify the safety issues involved, and to advocate for the adoption of our recommendations that will make the skies safer." 

On-demand flight operations (classified by regulators as operating under the federal code 14 CFR Part 135), which include air medical, air taxi and air tour flights, logged over 3.6 million flight hours and had 56 accidents, killing 66 people - the highest number of fatalities since 2000; there were 43 fatalities in 2007. 

The accident rate per 100,000 flight hours (1.52) remained virtually unchanged from 2007 (1.54).  

The number of accidents involving large commercial carriers (Part 121) was 28 in both 2008 and 2007. In both scheduled and non-scheduled services, the airlines carried 753 million passengers on over 10.8 million flights without a passenger fatality. 

In 2008, commuter airlines…that typically fly smaller turboprop aircraft made 581,000 flights, logging over 290,000 hours. These operators had seven accidents, none of which resulted in fatalities.  This is an increase from three accidents in 2007.   

In general aviation, there were 1,559 accidents, 275 of which involved fatalities, killing a total of 495 - one fewer than the previous year. The GA accident rate per 100,000 flight hours was 7.11, up from 6.92 in 2007. In the last 20 years, the highest accident rate was 9.08 in 1994; the lowest rate was 6.33 in 2006. 

Federal legislation defines an aircraft accident as an occurrence associated with the operation of an aircraft which takes place between the time any person boards the 
aircraft with the intention of flight and all such persons have disembarked, and in which any person suffers death or serious injury, or in which the aircraft receives 
substantial damage. The 2008 statistical tables are available at 
http://www.ntsb.gov/aviation/stats.htm 

(2)  December 2008 New England Ice Storm Until Corporation Report: 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Report of Unitil/Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Company on the 2008 Winter Storm (Vol. I:  Report).  Commonwealth of MA Dept. of Public Utilities, Feb 23, 2009, 96 pp. At: http://www.mass.gov/Eoeea/docs/dpu/electric/09-01-a/22309untrpt.pdf 

(3)  Communications Interoperability: 
Coffey, David (McClatchy).  “States Aren’t Spending Funds to Improve Communications for Emergency Workers.”  BradentonHerald.com, March 30, 2009.  Accessed at:  http://www.bradenton.com/politics/story/1330487.html 

(4)  Comparative Emergency Management Book Project – EM in Malawi Chapter: 
Received today from the organizer and editor of this project, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, a draft chapter for review on “Emergency Management in Malawi:  A Work in Progress with a Strong Foundation,” by Raymond Misomali, the Emergency Management Coordinator, Miami-Dade County, FL: 

This paper discusses emergency management in Malawi by addressing the following topics:  hazards; vulnerabilities; disaster history and experience; emergency management policy development; and the challenges and opportunities that exist within the Malawian emergency management system.   

Will forward this chapter to the EMI web staff to post to the EM Hi-Ed Program web site, Free College Course and Book Materials section – College Books – Draft Sections Available subsection -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/CompEmMgmtBookProject.asp -- where it should be accessible soon. 

(5)  CRS Report on Public Health and Medical Preparedness Issues: 
Congressional Research Service.  Public Health and Medical Preparedness and Response: Issues in the 111th Congress (R40159).  Washington, DC:  CRS, February 10, 2009, 18 pages.  Accessed at:  http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40159_20090210.pdf 
(6)  DHS OIG “Report” on Hurricane Wilma Activities…City of Hollywood, Florida: 

Department of Homeland Security.  Hurricane Wilma Activities for the City of Hollywood, Florida.  DHS Office of Inspector General, Eastern Regional Office, March 18, 2009, 4 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/assets/auditrpts/OIG_DA-09-13_Mar09.pdf 

(7)  Emergency Manager’s Weekly Report, 4-3-09.” 
Received today the 32-page “EM Weekly Report” on last week’s news, report releases, and the such, compiled by Steve Detwiler, an emergency manager in Florida.  Will be accessible, amongst other places, at:  http://www.oceania-iaem.com/resources/aoi 

(8)  Emergency Management Students (IAEM Student Council) Video Accessible: 

March 6, 2009 (Falls Church, Va.) – The International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) and the IAEM Student Council (IAEM-SC) have launched a video to raise awareness of the benefits of becoming an active member in IAEM’s Student Council.  The short video features a range of students across a diverse spectrum of ages, locations, and previous experiences.  The video is available for viewing and downloading at www.iaem.com/video.asp#Students.   
The video will be made available throughout the organization and used as a recruitment tool for students enrolled in emergency management related degree programs offered at universities or colleges. IAEM Student members find the organization beneficial throughout their academic career because of the resources that are made available to them, including the student sessions at the annual conference, monthly newsletter, professional networking, and leadership opportunities.  

The video was filmed during the IAEM-USA 56th Annual Conference & EMEX 2008 in Overland Park, Kan., and was directed by IAEM-SC member Patrice Aria Burkes, and produced by IAEM-SC President Brian Silva. 
The International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), which has members in 58 countries, is a non-profit educational organization dedicated to promoting the goals of saving lives and protecting property during emergencies and disasters.  IAEM provides:  access to the largest network of emergency management experts who can provide advice and assistance; the Certified Emergency Manager® program; annual scholarships; a comprehensive monthly newsletter; and more. 
The IAEM Student Council (IAEM-SC) is the largest and fastest-growing Council within IAEM with more than 1,000 members in countries across the globe.  They represent a diverse group of undergraduate, graduate and post-graduate students in emergency management and its related fields. 
Contact:  Dawn Shiley-Danzeisen 
IAEM Communications Manager 
Shiley@iaem.com 

Direct:  571-481-8657 
Brian Silva, MPA, EMT 
President, IAEM Student Council 
562-897-6677 
(9)  Hurricane Ike, Harris County Texas, After Action Report: 
Harris County, TX.  Harris County Hurricane Ike After Action Report.  March 2009, 42 pp. At:  http://www.newsrouter.com/NewsRouter_Uploads/67/HarrisCounty_HurricaneIke_AAR_Final_03_30_2009.pdf 

(10)  Insurer Response to Climate Change Report: 
Mills, Evan.  From Risk to Opportunity:  Insurer Responses to Climate Change 2008.  Boston, MA: Ceres, April 2009, 100 pp. At:  http://insurance.lbl.gov/opportunities/ro-08-summary.html 

(11)  Theory and Praxis of Public Administration and Emergency Management -- Graduate-Level “Course Treatment” Project: 
Received today a final draft of the two deliverables identified in a work-order contract with Dr. Robert C. Ward , Louisiana State University, and Dr. Gary Wamsley, Virginia Polytechnic Institute.  The two deliverables were a comprehensive course syllabus and the first of 15 course session contemplated in the syllabus.  Having reviewed and approved these documents, they will now be forwarded to the EMI web staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program web site – Free College Course Material section – Course Treatments subsection – where they should be accessible shortly – directly at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/Theory%20of%20EM%20(Public%20Assistance).doc 

(Note:  Draft material there will be replaced with this final material.)  

From the Instructor Course Orientation: 

This course was designed to be taught as a form of “Topical Seminar” in either a public administration or emergency management graduate level program. The “Topical” area covered by this course is an examination of specific areas related to public administration theory/issues that are also relevant to emergency management theory/issues. The course is designed for students who are either completing their Masters degree or are engaged in work toward their Ph.D., and who wish to pursue research in this topical area 
As stated previously, the course is in a “Topical Seminar” format, and is a reading and discussion intensive seminar. The target class size for the course is a minimum of 5 students to a maximum of 10 students, and may include a mix of both upper level Master students and Ph.D. students. The course is designed to be delivered within a 45 contact hour semester, which is divided into 15 weeks of 3 hour blocks of time per week…. 
The next most important thing that students should apprehend about this course is that it is a standard part of the curriculum of Master and Ph.D. programs in the social sciences for students seeking to pursue a research and publication agenda. It is typical for students entering such programs to be required to take a course that introduces them to: 


           (1) the issues of knowledge development in the field, and 


           (2) the intellectual history of the field. 

Traditionally, such courses were titled "scope and methods" courses and, in philosophical terms, treated the questions of epistemology and ontology as these problems have come to bear in course of the history of the field. As such, students should regard this course as a conventional but important initial socialization experience into the intellectual ethos of the fields of public administration and emergency management. 
From Overall Objectives of the Course: 

The objectives of this course are designed to allow students pursuing their Masters or Ph.D. in public administration or emergency management to create linkages between the two fields of study. The course seeks to create an intellectual bridge between public administration theories/issues and current theories and issues framing the development of the professional field of emergency management. The course also seeks to introduce students to an inventory of academic skills required to successfully pursue a career in academia, research, peer review publishing, and to provide students with the opportunity to take their first steps toward achieving a publication record in academic journals. 
Intellectual Objectives of the Course: 
1. To provide the theoretical framework required for gaining an understanding of how one's personal identity relates to intellectual work. 
2. To provide students an understanding of the idea of scholarship, the scholarly process, and a scholarly community. 
3. To introduce students to the idea of paradigms and the major paradigmatic frameworks used in the social sciences for carrying out scholarly work 
4. To provide a framework for, and introduction to, the intellectual history of the fields of public administration and emergency management. 
5. To provide students with a socialization experience into the role of a scholar and intellectual, and more generally into the vocations and practice of public administration and emergency management. 
The authors will be delivering an approximately 50 minute plenary presentation on this just completed project during the June 1-4, 2008 EM Hi-Ed Conference, which has now a rather full agenda. 

(12)  Terrorism: 
Foo, Kong Pin Gilbert.  Exploring First Responder Tactics In A Terrorist Chemical Attack (Masters Thesis).  Monterey, CA:  Naval Postgraduate School, December 2008, 230 pages.  At:  http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=ADA494195&Location=U2&doc=GetTRDoc.pdf 

Thanks go to the staff of the NETC Learning Resource Center who brought this to our attention today. 

(13)  This Day in Disaster History: 
April 3, 1868, Earthquake-Induced Landslides/Tsunami, Hawaii Island, Hawaii 

“April 2 marks the anniversary of the largest earthquake to occur in the Hawaiian Islands in historic time. This great earthquake occurred in 1868 and had an estimated magnitude of 7.9….. The eyewitness accounts of this great earthquake are a worst-case scenario for earthquakes in Hawaii….. 

T.M. Coan, in an article for Scribner's Weekly in 1871, wrote that "For four days this state of things continued, until at 4 p.m. on the 2nd of April, 1868, an event occurred which defies description. Such a convulsion has no parallel in the memory, the history, or the traditions of the Hawaiian Islands. The shock was awful. The crust of the earth rose and sunk like the sea in a storm. The rending of rocks, the shattering of buildings, the crash of furniture, glass, and earthenware, the falling of walls and chimneys, the swaying of trees, the trembling of shrubs, the fright of men and animals, made throughout the southern half of Hawaii such scenes of terror as had never been witnessed before. The streams ran mud, the earth was rent in thousands of places; and the very streets of Hilo cracked open. Horses and their riders were thrown to the ground; and multitudes of people were prostrated by the shocks. In the district of Ka'u more than three hundred shocks were counted upon this terrible day; people were made seasick by their frequency. By the culminating shock, nearly every stone wall and house in Ka'u was demolished in an instant." Mr. Frederick Lyman wrote ". . . about 4 o'clock it shook as usual, but did not stop - shook East and West, North and South, round and round, and up and down - lessen, then increase in violence. It was impossible to stand; we had to sit on the ground, bracing with hands and feet to keep from rolling over." ”  (USGS.  Hawaiian Volcano Observatory. “The Great Ka’u Earthquake of 1968.” April 1, 1994.) 

________ 
“This major earthquake caused 77 deaths (tsunami, 46; landslide, 31). It knocked almost all wooden houses off their foundations in the Keiawa, Punaluu, and Ninole areas. In those areas, straw houses supported by posts in the ground reportedly were "torn to shreds." At Kau, the more substantial houses and every stone wall were thrown down. At Waiohinu, a large stone church collapsed within 10 seconds of the onset of shaking. The shock "ruined" the few stone buildings in Hilo and shook down almost every wall. Brooks became muddy. 

“At Kealakeku, strong trees were bent backward and forward "like reeds in a storm." Ground waves as much as 0.6 meters from ground to crest were observed at Kohala. The motion was so violent at Ulupalakua that it was difficult for people to stand. Reports from Keaiwa and Kiolakaa suggest that vertical accelerations larger than 1g may have occurred. 

“Extensive surface effects were observed in the epicentral region. Ground fissures extended from Pahala to Kilauea. At Kohuku, a fissure about 5 kilometers long was reported. A volcanic eruption took place from that fissure a few days later, on April 7. 

“Landslides, which occurred beyond Hilo as far as Waipio and Hamaku, buried 10 houses in the area. A mass of earth as much as 3 kilometers wide and 9 meters thick swept down the hillside at Kapapala, carrying with it trees, animals, and people. Thirty-one people were killed. 

“Along the Puna coast from Kapoho to Apua, the land subsided in places as much as 2 meters. At Kaimu, trees stood about 2.5 meters deep in sand and water. The plain at Kalapana sank about 2 meters, and water stood as much as 1.5 meters deep over 8 hectares (20 acres) of formerly dry land. 

“A tsunami that struck the Kau-Puna coast added to the devastation. The waves were most destructive at Honuapo, Keauhou, and Punaluu. At Keauhou (now Keauhou Landing) the water rose 12-15 meters, destroying all the houses and warehouses and drowning 46 people. At Hilo, the height of the wave was about 3 meters, and at Kealakekua, 2 meters. The tsunami also was observed on Maui and Oahu. Also felt on Lanai, Maui, Oahu, and Kauai (about 560 kilometers from the epicenter).”   (USGS.  Historic Earthquakes .  “Ka’u District…Hawaii, 1868…”) 
Fatalities: 

--  77  USGS.  Historic Earthquakes.  “Ka’u District…Hawaii, 1868… 04/02/1868 

--  46  Tsunami.   USGS.  Historic Earthquakes.  “Ka’u District…Hawaii, 1868… 04/02/1868. 

--  31  Landslide.  USGS.  Deaths in the United States from Earthquakes, 1989. 

--  31  Landslide.  USGS.  Historic Earthquakes.  “Ka’u District…Hawaii, 1868… 04/02/1868. 

References: 

United States Geological Survey.  Deaths in the United States from Earthquakes (Website).  July 16, 2008 update.  Accessed at:  http://earthquake.usgs.gov/regional/states/us_deaths.php 

United States Geological Survey.  Historic Earthquakes.  “Ka’u District, Island of Hawaii, 1868 04 03 02:25 UTC (04/02/1868 local) Magnitude 7.9 Largest Earthquake in Hawaii.”  January 30, 2009 last modified.  At:  http://earthquake.usgs.gov/regional/states/events/1868_04_03.php 

(13)  Email Inbox Backlog:  1,157 
(14)  EM Hi-Ed Pgm Notes of the Day Distribution:  19,961 subscribers. 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
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