September 4, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference 2008 Book: 
Talked today with Gerry Hoetmer, Executive Director of the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI), and with PERI Project Manager Jessica Hubbard.  We agreed on a follow-through plan to try to create a “Proceedings” book from this past June’s EM Hi-Ed Conference.  Jessica has already been in contact with a number of conference presenters to discern their interest in translating their conference remarks or short papers into a chapter in this book – just as PERI did in regards to the 2007 EM HiEd Conference.  Copies of that book can still be acquired through the PERI website:  http://www.riskinstitute.org/peri/ 

For additional information on this initiative please first contact Jessica Hubbard – at:  Jessica@riskinstitute.org 

(2)  Gustav Evacuation Costs – Implications: 
McGill, Kevin.  “Costs of Evacuation Weigh on Those Returning.”  Associated Press, Sep. 3, 2008.  At:  http://www.wwltv.com/topstories/stories/wwl090308tpevacuate.3f5b3bed.html# 

Close to 2 million people fled Gustav in coastal Louisiana. About 18,000 from New Orleans availed themselves of free bus and train transportation to public shelters. But even those people had costs: Roxie Raymond, 23, of Raceland, La., estimates that the evacuation cost her about $1,200 in lost wages and spoiled food in her refrigerator. "I feel depressed and frustrated," Raymond said… 

Evacuees may be able to recover some costs if they register with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, but it was unclear Wednesday exactly what will be covered.  Denise Everhart, a FEMA spokeswoman, said some hotel stays for people who are unable to return home for an extended or indeterminate time may be covered by FEMA. But the dates covered had not been determined as of Wednesday night and it was unclear whether the program would include those who evacuated for a short time and came back to undamaged homes. 

Also unclear was whether food and fuel costs evacuees incurred while on the road would be covered under a recent presidential disaster declaration. Everhart and FEMA spokesman Manuel Broussard both stressed that, until the determination is made, it is important for those who left town to keep receipts for their expenses.   "The receipts are an essential element," Broussard said. "When they apply, they're going to have to document that they did evacuate, that they did stay in a hotel."   Also, they should register now with FEMA by calling 1-800-FEMA or visiting www.fema.gov. 

Robert Hartwig, president of the industry-funded Insurance Information Institute in New York, said homeowner insurance policies typically don't cover evacuation costs like gas and hotel rooms. But he said residents should save their receipts in case certain expenses can qualify as "temporary living expenses" covered by a policy. … 

Will such costs dissuade people from evacuating for future storms?   Jay Baker, a Florida State University professor who studies natural and technological hazards, notes people in Panama City, Fla., evacuated three times -- in roughly the same percentages each time -- during the 1985 hurricane season. 

Susan Cutter, director of the Hazards Research Lab at the University of South Carolina, is optimistic people will use good judgment. "The people of New Orleans have had experience with not evacuating," she said Wednesday, referring to the thousands stranded in 2005 by Hurricane Katrina. "The alternative is to endure a little stress, endure a little expense and get out of town." 

Crane didn't like the $700 cost or the stress of her 11-hour trek to Tuscaloosa. But she doesn't regret leaving. "You don't know what these crazy storms are going to do." 

(3)  Hospital Disaster Readiness, Gustav, and Beyond: 
Posting in below, with permission from the author (James M. Rush, CHPM, Executive VP, Readiness Services, JVR Health Readiness Inc.), a note from yesterday’s IAEM Discussion Group: 

Much like the rest of America, I am glad and thankful that the evacuation went well. The FEMA/DHS and other Fed folks did a great job and they are to be commended.  We beat them up when things go poorly, so now is the time for praise. Way to go! 
  
However, I am disheartened that after all the hospital preparedness grant dollars and all the DHS grant dollars going into Louisiana that there are still hospitals failing for want of a long-running generator and advance contracts for food, water (drinking, washing and chillers), fuel for back-up generators and other rather straightforward hospital-hardening type measures. Was there no internal HVA [Hazard Vulnerability Analysis/Assessment] accomplished? 
  
I hope that this will be the last required wake-up call for healthcare executives around the Country. Evacuating hospitals is the last resort and it also spells the failure of a hospital to serve its community. This impact is felt post-disaster too, when folks get injured during the recovery stage and there is no local healthcare. On top of that, hospitals have to incur huge costs to get back up running again and often their insurance premiums go soaring after a very large claim for damages. The savings that true Readiness brings are real and tangible (personnel, transportation, equipment and supplies to name just a few).  Lets go Medical folks, The Joint Commission (TJC) requires you to be Ready. Your Communities depend on you to serve them during and immediately after a disaster. It's not hard to do, it just takes will. 
(4)  Hurricane Trend – Disasters a Growth Business: 
Elsner, James B., James P. Kossin & Thomas H. Jagger.  “The Increasing Intensity of the Strongest Tropical Cyclones.”  Nature, Vol. 455, September 4, 2008, pp. 92-95.  Accessible at: http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v455/n7209/pdf/nature07234.pdf 

Abstract:  

Atlantic tropical cyclones are getting stronger on average, with a 30-year trend that has been related to an increase in ocean temperatures over the Atlantic Ocean and elsewhere. Over the rest of the tropics, however, possible trends in tropical cyclone intensity are less obvious, owing to the unreliability and incompleteness of the observational record and to a restricted focus, in previous trend analyses, on changes in average intensity. Here we overcome these two limitations by examining trends in the upper quantiles of per-cyclone maximum wind speeds (that is, the maximum intensities that cyclones achieve during their lifetimes), estimated from homogeneous data derived from an archive of satellite records. We find significant upward trends for wind speed quantiles above the 70th percentile, with trends as high as 0.3 
(5) Hurricane Trend – Other Points of View -- Not So Fast: 
Rice, Doyle.  “World’s Strongest Hurricanes Could Be Getting Stronger.”  USA Today, September 3, 2008. Accessed at: 

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/research/2008-09-03-hurricanes-warming-oceans_N.htm 

National Hurricane Center scientist Christopher Landsea, who has questioned the link between a warming world and a rise in the number and intensity of hurricanes, said that while the paper's statistical methodology is excellent, he doubted its conclusion because he thinks the data is flawed. He questions the data for Indian Ocean storms before 1997, when there weren't as many satellites watching the storms, and in the way the scientists used the data for the most extreme winds. 

Additionally, Landsea said the Atlantic is in a multi-decade period of heightened hurricane activity due to natural climatic cycles. The current active era began in the mid-90s. "This current paper cannot address this cyclic variability for the Atlantic, as it starts with data in 1981," he said.  "The paper has some elegantly calculated statistics, but these are generated on data that are not, in my opinion, reliable for examining how the strongest tropical cyclones have changed around the world," wrote Landsea in an e-mail. 

And, from another article: 

Thomas R. Knutson of the Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory at Princeton said the data involved too short a period to draw long-term conclusions.  “One is left with a very suggestive result and a very interesting result,” Dr. Knutson said, “but it’s not a definitive smoking gun for a greenhouse warming signal on hurricanes.” 

Chang, Kenneth.  “Strongest Storms Grow Stronger Yet, Study Says.”  New York Times, September 3, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/04/science/04cyclone.html?_r=1&ref=todayspaper&oref=slogin 

(6)  Public Participation: 
Dietz, Thomas, and Paul C. Stern (Eds.), Panel on Public Participation in Environmental Assessment and Decision Making).  Public Participation in Environmental Assessment and Decision Making (Executive Summary).  Washington, DC:  National Research Council, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12434 

While this publication is specifically on the topic of public participation in environmental assessment, the points made are germane to a broad “emergency management” community and is thus recommended not only to emergency management collegiate faculty but to emergency management professionals and practitioners as well. 
From the Executive Summary: 

Advocates of public participation believe it improves environmental assessment and decision making; detractors criticize it as ineffective and inefficient. The National Research Council established the Panel on Public Participation in Environmental Assessment and Decision Making at the request of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of Energy, and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, with additional support from the U.S. Forest Service, to assess whether, and under what conditions, public participation achieves the outcomes desired. 

The term “public participation,” as used in this study, includes organized processes adopted by elected officials, government agencies, or other public- or private-sector organizations to engage the public in environmental assessment, planning, decision making, management, monitoring, and evaluation. These processes supplement traditional forms of public participation (voting, forming interest groups, demonstrating, lobbying) by directly involving the public in executive functions that, when they are conducted in government, are traditionally delegated to administrative agencies. The goal of participation is to improve the quality, legitimacy, and capacity of environmental assessments and decisions…. 

Conclusion 1: When done well, public participation improves the quality and legitimacy of a decision and builds the capacity of all involved to engage in the policy process. It can lead to better results in terms of environmental quality and other social objectives. It also can enhance trust and understanding among parties.  Achieving these results depends on using practices that address difficulties that specific aspects of the context can present.... 
Recommendation 2: When government agencies engage in public participation, they should do so with 
        clarity of purpose, 
        commitment to use the process to inform their actions, 
        adequate funding and staff for the duration of the process, 
        appropriate timing in relation to decisions, 
        a focus on how conclusions or policies can be implemented, and 

        commitment to self-assessment and learning from experience.... 
Recommendation 3: Agencies undertaking a public participation process should, considering the purposes of the process, design it to address the challenges that arise from particular contexts. Process design should be guided by four principles: 
        inclusiveness of participation, 
        collaborative problem formulation and process design, 
        transparency of the process, and 
        good-faith communication.

(7)  Risk Communication – Related to Note Above on Public Participation: 
Center for Risk Communication. Website accessed Sep. 4, 2008 at: http://riskcommunication.net/ 

[Contains publications, readings, links…] 
(8)  Unanswered Emails:  578 
(9)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  11,742 subscribers 
(10)  EM Hi-Ed Collegiate Programs:  154 
The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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