September 30, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
The EM Hi-Ed Report is dedicated today to the FEMA career of John Peabody, Readiness Branch Chief, EMI, who retired today after a long and solid career – we wish him the very best. 

(1)  Children and Disaster: 
Kliff, Sarah, and Catherine Skipp.  “Overlooked:  The Littlest Evacuees.”  Newsweek, October 6, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.newsweek.com/id/161223/output/print 

Within hours of hurricane Ike's landfall in Texas, San Antonio officials had compiled precise statistics about their evacuee situation. They knew the city would need to care for 5,303 people (561 of whom had special medical needs) and 642 pets, including a turtle named Nibbles. But there was one key group for which they had no figures: children. "No one knew" how many, says Kate Dischino, a staff member with nonprofit Save the Children, who's been working in the shelters. 
The oversight is by no means unique to San Antonio; disaster-relief experts say kids are rarely counted in evacuations. It's symptomatic, they say, of a larger problem: three years since Hurricane Katrina there are still no national guidelines for how to protect children in disaster areas. "There are myriad issues with children, from preparedness and recovery to repatriation to communities" that remain unaddressed, says Gregg Lord, a senior policy analyst with the Homeland Security Policy Institute at George Washington University. Shelters have reported shortages of essentials such as baby wipes and diapers. Lacking a suitable place to bathe infants post-Ike, some evacuees have used sinks set up next to Porta Potties. Save the Children's Jeanne-Aimee De Marrais was working at a flood-victim shelter in Iowa this summer and witnessed a 3-year-old wandering outside by a busy road. How'd it happen? There were no cribs to keep mobile toddlers safe. "Everyone assumes these things are taken care of, but they're not," says De Marrais. Such oversights can heap more trauma on kids already shaken by disaster. In a study of 665 families displaced by Katrina, nearly half reported at least one child with emotional or behavioral difficulties. 
In December 2007, Congress created the National Commission on Children and Disasters to identify gaps in planning and recommend policy solutions. But because of squabbles over funding, the commission has yet to meet, blowing an opportunity to prepare for this summer's heavy hurricane season. Commission chair Mark Shriver says he's frustrated, especially given the smooth sailing for the 2006 legislation providing resources for pets in disaster situations. "If we can do this for dogs and cats," Shriver says, "we can do it for kids." Maybe next hurricane season. 
(2)  Clayton State University – Proposing to Develop New HS/EM BS and BAS: 
Communicated today with George Yearwood, Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator, FEMA Region IV, concerning his receipt of an abstract of a proposal by Clayton State University in Morrow, GA (near Atlanta) to develop an inter-disciplinary Bachelor of Science Degree in Homeland Security/Emergency Management.  Hope to be able to provide more information on this initiative in the near future. 

(3)  Homeland Security Advisory Council Subcommittee Reports: 
Homeland Security Advisory Council.  Homeland Security Advisory Council Subcommittee Recommendations 2008.  Washington DC:  January 10, 2008, 15 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/hsac-2008-subcommittee-recommendations.pdf 

(4)  Hurricane Ike: 
Rhor, Monica. “3 More Hurricane Ike Victims Raises Toll to 67.” Associated Press, Sep 29, 2008. At: http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5gNkrsBYJFa3KOFs7XTA53SNDkHLwD93GLLA82 

To put this into an historical perspective, Ike places 110th on our unofficial listing of deadliest U.S. disasters. 

(5)  Missouri State University – Developing MPA Public Safety Administration Program: 
Communicated today with Dr. David E. A. Johnson, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Missouri State University, Springfield.  Dr. Johnson tells us that a decision has been made to add a Public Safety Administration “cognate” to the  MSU Masters of Public Administration program “to address the increasing interest in emergency management and the administration of public safety agencies.  Dr. Johnson also notes that: 

The program is going through the curriculum review process and will be developed incrementally but we are already offering classes like Emergency Management and Information Technology for Public Safety Services.   

Our goals are two-fold: 1. Prepare public safety agency managers to manage and lead their organizations.  2. Introduce public administrators to public safety services, including emergency management, so they can understand the services and their crucial role in all phases of large-scale incidents management. 

We will be communicating further with Dr. Johnson to develop a description of this initiative for posting to The College List on the EM Hi-Ed Program website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Johnson can be reached at:  DavidEAJohnson@missouristate.edu 

(6)  Weapons of Mass Destruction – Number 1 Fear: 
Green, J.J.  “Biggest Fear:  ‘The Perfectly Hidden WMD’.”  WTOP Radio (Washington DC), September 29, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.wtop.com/?nid=251&sid=1487257 

Excerpt:  

Homeland Security officials say security upgrades have shut down many of the nation's vulnerabilities, making it hard to launch a major terror attack inside the United States. However, the State Department's Coordinator for Counterterrorism, Dell Dailey, says that doesn't mean a well disciplined terror group couldn't do it.   "The perfectly hidden weapon of mass destruction is our biggest fear," Dailey says. "Coming at the United States will probably have to be a spectacular effort, very well controlled." …. 

According to State Department documents, there are at least six regional safe havens worldwide, spanning more than 27 countries on four continents. A number of them cross national boundaries. Experts say the most dangerous one is in Pakistan, where al-Qaida's base of operations is believed to be…. 

He says nations around the world need to give themselves the "evidentiary capability, prosecution capability, judicial capability and the detainment capability to capture them (terrorists), try them and put them in jail so that the country and the people can see that terrorism doesn't succeed." 

The State Department's plan for "Defeating the Terrorist Enemy" is to attack all levels of the "Threat Complex" simultaneously. The three levels consist of the following: 

Leaders - Groups such as al-Qaida and associated networks, which provide leadership, resources, inspiration and guidance to extremists. 

Safe Havens - Spaces that provide a secure base for extremist action, including physical space, cyberspace and ideological space. 

Underlying conditions - Local groups, grievances, communal conflicts and societal structures that provide fertile soil in which extremism flourishes and provides the "fuel" for the enemy to exploit. Many of these grievances and conflicts are pre-existing, and resolving them is related to combating terrorism. 

Dailey says the overall U.S. strategy appears to have worked. 

(7)  Unanswered Email Backlog:  1,105 
(8)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  13,180 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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