September 10, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  EM Hi-Ed Program Report at NEMA Conference, Portland OR, September 8th 
We are back from Portland where we provided a requested briefing on the EM Hi-Ed Program before the Preparedness Committee.  We will paste in below our one-page bulleted talking point document prepared in response to six areas raised in the NEMA request. 

1.      EM Hi-Ed Program Background 






        Started in 1994 – Four EM Programs in EM (just one a BA) 
        Response to Criticisms and EM Weaknesses – Hugo, Loma Prieta, Andrew 
        Proactively to engage colleges and universities more on hazards, disasters & EM 
        Recognition of growing vulnerability and disaster losses – wave of the future 
        Enhance profession, professionalism, and foster EM as Career of 1st Choice 
2.      Setting the Stage 
        Over 150 EM Programs Today, as well as dozens of HS, Public Health & Med, BC 
        Over 100 Additional EM Programs Being Investigated, Proposed, or Developed 
        Approximately 10K EM Students in 2007 (49% Traditional, 51% Employed Adults) 
        Approximately 6K Other-Than-EM Students Taking EM Courses 
3.      How Are Emergency Management Higher Education Programs Being Developed? 
        Needs Assessment Tool, EM Hi-Ed Program Website 

        Advisory Groups of Stakeholder Organizations, FAQ Section, EM Hi-Ed Pgm Web 

        Communication --EM Hi-Ed Faculty (Col. List) and EM’s (e.g., Practitioner’s Corner) 
        Competencies and Curriculum section of EM Hi-Ed Website 

        Focus Groups, Course Development Projects (mix of EM SMEs, Academics) 

        Free College Courses downloaded from EM Hi-Ed Program website (22) 

        EMI & NFA training materials (Courses, IS) 

        Syllabi Compilation and “Growing Your Program” sections EM Hi-Ed Website 

        EM Body of Knowledge section of EM Hi-Ed Program website 

        Experiential Learning Case Studies, EM Hi-Ed Program website 

        Attendance at EM Hi-Ed Annual Conferences, Over 300 here last June 

4.      How Are Emergency Management Higher Education Programs Doing (Growing)? 
        EM Hi-Ed Is Growth Business – Future Continues to Look Bright (DOL) 
-- Programs continue to grow in number 

-- Programs generally grow in size once in-place and become successful 

-- Traditional college students get “EM” Related Jobs – most in private sector 
        EM Hi-Ed is now a Community and an Academic Discipline 
5.      Concerns/Issues in EM Hi-Ed 
· Saturating the Market – Thus far not happening 

· Linking EM Research (“Pie-in-Sky” Academics with EM Practice (“Real World”) 

· Practitioner Defensiveness – “Experience” Trumps “Book-Learning” 

· Faculty and Program Quality, Use of Social Science Research 
· EM (All-Hazard) vs. HS (Terrorism) – or All-Phases versus Response-Dominated 

6.      How To Acquire More Active State EM Input 
· Enhanced participation in EM Hi-Ed Pgm Conferences ( e.g. IAEM CEM), Focus Groups 
· Engage with EM Hi-Ed Collegiate Programs-- POCs, Programs, Conferences (FL, IN, NC) 
· Talk Continuing Education up with local EM organizations – professional development 

The “briefing” seemed to be well received.  Took several questions relating to the points above. 

(2)  FEMA:  

Kaniewski, Daniel J.  “Not Your Father’s FEMA.”  Washington Times, September 10, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://washingtontimes.com/news/2008/sep/10/not-your-fathers-fema/ 

Excerpt:  

…there are fundamental misunderstandings of FEMA's role and mission which drive false expectations by the public…. FEMA is only as strong as its weakest link, with "FEMA" failing if a contractor, or a local, state or federal agency, stumbles. 
Note:  Daniel J. Kaniewski is former Special Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Senior Director for Response Policy at the White House.. 
(3)  House HLS and Foreign Affairs Committees, Majority Staff Report on HLS: 
Majority Staffs of the Committee on Homeland Security and Committee on Foreign Affairs, U.S. House of Representatives.  Wasted Lessons of 9/11:  How the Bush Administration Has Ignored the Law and Squandered Its Opportunities to Make Our Country Safer.  Wash., DC:  September 9, 2008, 53 pages.  At:  http://homeland.house.gov/SiteDocuments/20080909151532-76784.pdf 

From Press Release: 

Committee on Homeland Security Chairman Bennie G. Thompson (D-MS) announced the release of a report prepared by the Majority Staffs of the Committees on Homeland Security and Foreign Affairs. The report, entitled “Wasted Lessons of 9/11: How the Bush Administration Has Ignored the Law and Squandered Its Opportunities to Make our Country Safer”, examines the Administration’s performance on the requirements in H.R. 1, the “Implementing the 9/11 Commission Recommendations Act of 2007.” This comprehensive homeland security legislation was signed into law on August 3, 2007. The report surveys many of the key provisions and finds that little, incomplete, or no progress has been made on many of the key requirements of the law. 
(4)  Partnership For A Secure America Report: 
Partnership For A Secure America.  WMD Report Card:  Evaluating U.S. Policies to Prevent Nuclear, Chemical, & Biological Terrorism Since 2005.  Washington, DC:  PSA, August 25, 2008 (Released September 10th), 8 Pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.psaonline.org/downloads/ReportCard%208-25-08.pdf 

Overall grade of “C” given. 

See, also: 

Blackledge, Brett J. and Eileen Sullivan.  “Reports:  US Remains ‘Dangerously Vulnerable.” AP, September 9, 2008.  At:  http://news.yahoo.com/story//ap/20080909/ap_on_go_co/wmd_report 

(5)  Unanswered Emails:  866 

(6)  EM HiEd Report Distribution:  12,085 subscribers 

The End 
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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